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NOTES FOR APPLICANTS

Before completing the application, please read the following notes carefully.
1. Aim of the Play Opportunities Pool
The aim of the Play Opportunities Pool is intended to provide a resource to enable organisations to co-ordinate and develop play opportunities in local areas to meet local needs.

The provision will compliment those services provided by the Local Authority, at present, and address gaps in service delivery.

2. Types of Projects Which can be Funded
The types of projects and activity which can be funded fall into the following areas:-

· Out of School Care/Holiday Care/Playschemes.

· Playgroups.

· Planned Activity Sessions.

· Inclusive Services
· Specialised Play Services

· Parent and Toddler.

3. Priorities for Support
There are likely to be more applications than resources available.  To assist in prioritising applications, the following elements will be considered and finance may be targeted towards:-

· Areas of disadvantage.

· Assistance in reducing crime levels.

· Improve the value of play.

· Encourage integration.

· Children with special needs.

· Ethnic minorities.

· Safe play provision.

· Provision of interesting, stimulating opportunities.
· Inclusive Provision

4. Awards
The award will normally be granted once a year, therefore, if you are requesting funding for more than one project, this needs to be indicated and detailed on your application form and a full programme and timetable provided.

Age range for which grant funding is applicable is 0-19years of age, in line with Hartlepool’s Play Strategy.  There will be no ceiling limit on the level of funding you request however, you may not receive your full request.

Payments of grants will be staggered, dependent upon when your project(s) will operate.

5. Other Requirements
To ensure that a high quality of play and childcare provision is being provided you must meet, depending upon the service delivered some, if not all, of the following requirements:-

· Must operate in a voluntary capacity or not for profit.

· Must be constituted.

· Suitable premises from which to operate.

· Correct ratio of staff/volunteers to children.

· Current valid registration certificate if providing for children under the age of 8.

· Staff recruitment and vetting procedures.

· CRB checking system in place.

· Implement good codes of practice.

· Identify age range.

· Attend appropriate training workshops.

· Your organisation operates by an inclusive policy

· Your organisation has in place appropriate policies and Procedures to provide a quality service

Evidence of the above will be required as part of the terms and conditions, should your application be successful.

You must also be able to demonstrate within your application that the project you are delivering meets 1 or more of the 5 Every Child Matters Outcomes:
Be Safe

Stay Healthy
Enjoy and Achieve

Make a Positive Contribution

Achieve Economic Well-Being

Your request must also demonstrate that it will link to Hartlepool’s Play strategy and commit to the key principles of the strategy and those principles and outcomes reflected within Hartlepool’s Children and Young Peoples Plan

6. Items Not Eligible for Funding
· Core costs to your organisation.

· Catering.

· Admission fees for young people.

· Gifts/prizes/parties.

7. Alternative Funding
Grant aid may not be approved when funding could be available from a more appropriate or alternative source.

8. How to Apply
8.1 Completion of Application Form
The application form is simple to complete.  PART 1 asks for details about your organisation, why it was set up, what it does and where it meets.  PART 2 asks for more details on the specific project or activities for which you are seeking grant aid.  You must provide as much information as possible on the project including a breakdown of costs, without this information, your application cannot be processed.

8.2 Enclosures
The form asks that you submit the additional information listed whenever possible.  Please indicate as much as you can, if you do not, this will result in the processing of your application being delayed.

8.3 What Happens After I Posted the Form?
When the application is received in the Child & Adult Services Department, you will be sent an acknowledgement by the Young People and Play Co-ordinator.  In due course, you will be contacted by the Child & Adult Services Department staff, who will advise you on the processing of your application and when you are likely to receive a decision.

8.4 Play Opportunities Pool Monitoring
If you have any questions about completing this form or need advice or support in developing an appropriate play opportunity or how to progress with your application, please contact Child & Adult Services Section in Hartlepool, Tel: 01429 242987 and ask for the Young People and Play Co-ordinator.

Please return your completed form and enclosures to:-

Young People and Play Co-ordinator

Hartlepool Borough Council

Child & Adult Services
Sure Start Children’s Centre
6 – 8 Lealholm Road
HARTLEPOOL
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