Children’s Services Portfolio – 9 August 2011 

4.1 Appendix C

MINUTE EXTRACT

The meeting commenced at 1.00 pm in the Civic Centre, Hartlepool
Present:
Councillor: James (In the Chair)

Councillors C Akers-Belcher, A Marshall, Preece, Richardson, Shaw, Simmons and Wells 

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 4.2 (ii) Councillor Fleet was in attendance as substitute for Councillor Griffin 

Also Present:


Councillor Hill, Children’ Services Portfolio Holder 


Andy Powell, Housing Hartlepool
Officers:
Caroline O’Neill, Assistant Director, Child and Adult Services

John Mennear, Assitant Director, Child and Adult Services


Damien Wilson, Assistant Director, Regeneration and 
Neighbourhoods



Ann Turner, Governor Support Officer 


Gemma Day, Principal Regeneration Officer

Karen Kelly, Housing Strategy Officer 

Joan Stevens, Scrutiny Manager


Elaine Hind, Scrutiny Support Officer


Denise Wimpenny, Principal Democratic Services Officer

	260.
	Call-in of Decision: Appointment of Local Authority Representatives to Serve on School Governing Bodies (specifically the decision taken in relation to Seaton Nursery) Briefing Note/Verbal Evidence from the Portfolio Holder for Children’s Services (Scrutiny Manager)

	
	

	
	The Scrutiny Manager provided Members with the relevant information relating to the Call-In of the Appointment of Local Authority Representatives to Serve on School Governing Bodies (specifically the decision taken in relation to Seaton Carew Nursery School) by the Children’s Services Portfolio Holder on 22 February 2011, in accordance with the Authority’s Call-In procedure.  

The decision taken was that “The Portfolio Holder approved the recommendations of the General Purposes Committee in respect of the appointment of Local Authority representatives governors to serve on school governing bodies with the exception of the recommendation for Seaton Carew Nursery School and approved that Councillor Hilary Thompson be appointed to the Governing Body of that nursery school”  

An extract of the relevant minute together with the report considered by the Portfolio Holder was submitted.  Following the submission of an appropriate call-in notice (submitted as an appendix to the report) the Scrutiny Co-ordinating Committee, at its meeting on 11 March 2011, considered and accepted the notice.
Details of the next steps in the process were provided, as set out in the report. 

The Committee were asked to consider whether the decision was taken in accordance with the principles of decision making (as outlined in section 13 of the Constitution). 
Officers who had been involved in the preparation of the report and the Children’s Services Portfolio Holder were in attendance at the meeting to answer any questions in relation to the decision.

In response to a request for clarification regarding the Portfolio Holder’s reasons for the decision, the Portfolio Holder was of the view that the decision taken was the correct decision and highlighted that there had been a misunderstanding regarding Councillor Hilary Thompson’s attendance at Seaton Nursery Governing Body meetings. Councillor Thompson had visited the nursery on several occasions.  However, had not attended the Governing Body meetings.  The Children’s Services Portfolio Holder confirmed that the reason for appointing Councillor Hilary Thompson to this position was due to her involvement with the nursery and specialist interest and experience in early year’s education.   
A Member referred to the background to Councillor Paul Thompson’s application and queried why it was considered Councillor Paul Thompson would not be interested in this position.  The Governor Support Officer provided details of the expressions of interest process together with the follow up action taken as a result of the decision of General Purposes Committee.  

The Chair went on to provide details of the decision making process of the General Purposes Committee in relation to this issue.

Members expressed their disappointment that the recommendations of the General Purposes Committee in relation to this appointment had been disregarded, that the decision to overturn decisions of the General Purposes Committee was against previous practice, that the decision taken disregarded the right of a Seaton Carew Elected Member to represent his constituents and that the minutes of the Portfolio meeting did not reflect the reasons for the decision as outlined by the Portfolio Holder today.  
A number of questions were raised regarding the purpose of Councillor Hilary Thompson’s visits to the nursery, including dates of visits and whether the Seaton Ward Councillors were given the same opportunity to visit the nursery to which the Assistant Director agreed to explore with the Head Teacher and provide clarification in this regard.  
In relation to the reasons for the call- in and the Committee’s perception that the Portfolio Holder had either pre-determined the decision taken or that the decision was politically motivated, the Children’s Services Portfolio did not support this view and expressed extreme concerns in relation to such suggestions.  
Following further discussion, the Committee requested that the item be deferred pending receipt of information from the Head Teacher regarding the issues raised, as set out above.  


	
	Recommended

	
	That the call-in be further considered at a future meeting of this Committee upon receipt of clarification from Seaton Nursery in relation to the queries raised, as set out above.  
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