Performance Portfolio – 26 October 2010

4.1  Appendix B

Minute Extract
The meeting commenced at 4.00 pm in the Civic Centre, Hartlepool


Present:
Councillor 
Jonathan Brash (Performance Portfolio Holder)

Officers: 
Andrew Atkin, Assistant Chief Executive


Caroline O’Neill,  Assistant Director (Performance and Achievement)


Joanne Smithson, Head of Performance and Partnerships


Stuart Langston, Health, Safety & Wellbeing Manager

Sarah Bird, Democratic Services Officer
	6.
	Counselling Services – Health, Safety & Wellbeing Manager

	
	

	
	Type of Decision

	
	

	
	Non key.

	
	

	
	Purpose of Report

	
	

	
	To inform the Portfolio Holder of the intention to procure a provider of counselling services and seek the Portfolio’s Holder’s approval to letting the contract on a price/performance basis.

	
	

	
	Issues for Consideration

	
	

	
	The report detailed why it was important for the Authority to provide counselling services for employees and that feedback from those using this service had expressed support for this service.  It was proposed to undertake a joint procurement exercise with Middlesbrough Borough Council.  By working in partnership with the other Local Authority it was hoped that efficiency savings could be achieved, however it was clarified that services for Hartlepool would be local to its area. It was acknowledged that the provision of this service was a contributory factor towards the reduction in the number of staff sickness days.

The Portfolio Holder sought clarity on the reasoning behind the 60:40 quality price ratio for evaluating any tender submissions received and was informed that due to the limited variation in prices associated with such services the weighting in favour of quality was necessary to ensure the appropriate service was procured. The portfolio holder expressed his support for this.   The Portfolio Holder asked whether consultation had been undertaken with the NHS and was informed that links were being developed with the assistant director of public health.

	
	

	
	Decision

	
	

	
	The Portfolio Holder noted the content of the report and approved the procurement exercise on the basis of 60% quality and 40% price.
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