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Report to Hartlepool Schools’ Forum 15 March 2019 
From Mark Patton (Assistant Director – Education) 

 
Item 9: Dedicated Schools Grant 2019/20 Update   

 
1. Introduction  
 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to provide an update on final DSG budgets for 2019/20 

to reflect the outcome of the Council’s disapplication requests to Secretary of State. 
 
 
2. Background  
 
2.1 Revised 2019/20 DSG allocations were published on 17 December 2018 that 

included additional High Needs Block funding of £0.409m.  
 
2.2 Forum members will recall that the Council submitted two disapplication requests 

affecting DSG 2019/20.  These related to a planned £60 per pupil charge for 
former Education Services Grant activities (affecting maintained schools only), and 
a transfer of funding from the Schools Block to the High Needs Block in order to 
meet the anticipated funding shortfall against projected expenditure. 

 
2.3 As reported to Schools’ Forum on 17 January 2019, the Council reduced the value 

of its original disapplication request for a transfer of funding to the High Needs 
Block.  The original request of £1.030m was reduced to £0.621m to reflect the 
additional funding by government published in December.  

 
 
3. Disapplication Request Outcomes 
 
3.1 The Secretary of State gave approval to both of the Council’s disapplication 

requests during week commencing 18 February 2019.  
 
3.2 Within the ESG disapplication response, the Secretary of State noted a positive 

engagement between the authority and Schools’ Forum.  The response is attached 
at Appendix A to this report for information. 

 
3.3  The approval letter relating to the High Needs Block transfer disapplication 

commented on the strength of evidence and plans to support the transfer.  The 
response is attached at Appendix B to this report for your information. 

 
3.4 Following an approved motion set before Full Council, the Ceremonial Mayor wrote 

to the Secretary of State regarding the Council’s grave concerns about schools’ 
funding, including funding for the most vulnerable children.  This letter and the 
Department for Education’s response is attached at Appendix C for information. 

 
 
 
 



2 
 

4.  Final DSG School Budget Shares 2019/20 
 
4.1 Following Secretary of State approval to the disapplication requests, DSG Schools 

Block funding is now confirmed for 2019/20 as outlined in the table below. 
 
4.2 The growth funding of £0.157m will not be allocated to eligible schools until Schools’ 

Forum receive and approve a proposed process for disbursement.  This is currently 
being considered by a task and finish group. 

 

DSG Schools Block 2019/20  £m 

DSG Schools Block 63.754 

Plus transfer from Central School Services Block 0.369 

Less transfer to High Needs Block (0.621) 

Less growth fund (0.157) 

Approved School Budget Shares 2019/20 63.345 

 
4.3 School budget packs were revised and issued on 28 February 2019 once final 

validation was completed and authorised by ESFA. 
 
 
 5. Recommendations  
 
5.1 Schools’ Forum members are recommended to note the contents of the report. 
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Appendix A: ESG Disapplication Response 
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Appendix B: High Needs Block Transfer 
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Appendix C: Mayoral Letter Re School Funding and DfE Response 
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