
PLANNING GUIDANCE - FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
Certain areas of Hartlepool have the potential to be at risk from flooding and this 
must be taken info account by the Local Planning Authority. The Environment 
Agency have created an interactive flood map (http://www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/subjects/flood/826674/829803/858477/?version=1&lang=_e) to 
inform both the general public and Local Planning Authorities. By inputting the 
site’s postcode the map indicates which areas lie within designated flood zones.  
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Once the status of the land in relation to flood risk has been established, the 
flood risk matrix (http://www.pipernetworking.com/floodrisk/matrix.html) can be 
used to ascertain whether or not a Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) is required to 
support a planning application. The site gives a link to the Environment Agency 
site, which sets out the requirements for the content of an FRA.  
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Should an FRA be required and it is not submitted with a planning application 
then the application will fail to become valid.  
 
ONE STOP SHOP (OSS) ADVISORY SERVICE  
 
The Council’s One Stop Shop advisory service offers free planning advice on 
new development proposals. Advice is given on a variety of issues and any 
relevant concerns with respect to Flood Risk will normally be highlighted as part 
of this service. To find out more about the One Stop Shop click here
 
Further information can be obtained from: - 
  
PLANNING  
Development Control Section  
Hartlepool Borough Council  
Hanson House  
Lynn Street  
Hartlepool  
TS24 7BT  
Tel: - (01429)284317 

http://www.pipernetworking.com/floodrisk/matrix.html
http://www.hartlepool.gov.uk/site/scripts/documents_info.php?categoryID=372&documentID=205
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