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Friday 20th February 2009 
 

at 9.00 am  
 

in Committee Room D, 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
Councillor Jackson, Cabinet Member responsible for Neighbourhoods and 
Communities will consider the following items. 
 
 
1. KEY DECISIONS 
 No items  
 
 
2. OTHER ITEMS REQUIRING DECISION 
 2.1 A179 Provision of Toucan Crossing and Reduction in Speed Limits – Head of 

Technical Services 
  
 
3. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
 No items 
 
 
4. REPORTS FROM OV ERVIEW OF SCRUTINY FORUMS 
 No items  
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEIGHBOURHOODS AND 
COMMUNITIES PORTFOLIO 

DECISION SCHEDULE 
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0220 A179 Provision of Toucan Crossing and Reduc tion i n Speed Limits 
                                                                                                                             HARTLEPOOL BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

                                                                                                                                                        
Report of: Head of Technical Services 
 
 
Subject: A179 Provision of Toucan Crossing and 

Reduction in Speed Limits 
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To seek approval for the reduction of the 50mph speed limit to 40mph 

on the A179 between the Bamburgh Road roundabout and the West 
View Roundabout, following an objection to the proposal. 

 
2. SUMMARY OF CONTENTS 
 
2.1 The report details the reasons for the proposed speed limit reduction 

and the objection received. 
 
3. RELEVANCE TO PORTFOLIO HOLDER 
 
3.1 The Portfolio Holder has responsibility for traffic and transportation 

issues. 
 
4. TYPE OF DECISION 
 
4.1 This is a non-key decision. 
 
5. DECISION MAKING ROUTE 
 
5.1 This is an executive decision made by the Portfolio Holder. 
 
6. DECISION(S) REQUIRED 
 
6.1 The Portfolio Holder approves the implementation of the scheme 

outlined. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD AND COMMUNITIES 
PORTFOLIO  

Report to Portfolio Holder 
20 February 2009 
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Report of: Head of Technical Services 
 
 
Subject: A179 Provision of Toucan Crossing and 

Reduction in Speed Limits 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To seek approval for the reduction of the 50mph speed limit to 40mph 

on the A179 between Bamburgh Road and West View Roundabouts, 
following an objection to the proposal. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 At the Neighbourhood and Communities Portfolio Meeting of the 22 

September 2008, approval was given for the introduction of a Toucan 
crossing (Light controlled pedestrian / cycle crossing) and the 
reduction in the 50 mph speed limit to 40mph between Bamburgh 
Road and West View roundabouts (see Appendix 1) 

 
2.2 It was considered necessary to reduce the current speed limit due to 

increased development on the south side of the A179 and the 
potential presence of the Toucan Crossing. 

 
2.3 The objection to the proposed speed limit (see Appendix 2) is based 

upon the objector’s opinion that this section of carriageway is 
inherently unsafe due to a dip in the east bound carriageway prior to 
the Clavering Road junction. The objector believes that a fatal 
accident which occurred several years ago was due in part to the 
carriageway dip obscuring the sight of a motorcyclist who was 
tragically hit by a car turning right into Clavering Road. 

 
2.4 The objector believes that a major highway scheme should be 

proposed to eradicate the dip and that simply reducing the speed limit 
will not make the road safe. 

 
 
3. CONSIDERATION OF ISSUES 
 
3.1 The reduction of the speed limit is not a stand alone measure and is 
 required to aid the safety of the proposed Toucan Crossing; it will also 
 benefit the general road safety on this stretch of road particularly at 
 the Clavering road junction 
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3.2 The general safety of the Clavering road junction since the reported 
fatal accident has been good, there have been no reported injury 
accidents in the last 3 years and only 2 (slight) injury accidents have 
reported between Bamburgh Road and West View Road roundabouts. 
A major road realignment scheme could therefore not be justified at 
this location. 

 
 
4. RECOMMENDATION 
 
4.1 That the objection to the proposed speed limit change be noted and 

the scheme be implemented as outlined. 
 
 
5 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 To improve pedestrian and cyclist safety particularly school children 

whilst crossing the A179 in the vicinity of the Bamburgh Road 
roundabout and the general road safety on the A179 between 
Bamburgh Road and West View Road roundabouts. 

 
 
6 CONTACT OFFICER 
 
 Peter Nixon  
 Senior Traffic Technician 
 Neighbourhood Services (Technical Services) 
 Hartlepool Borough Council 
 
 Telephone: 01429 523244  
 Email: peter.nixon@hartlepool.gov.uk 
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