
05.10.03 - RIO'S BAR/1
Hartlepool Borough Council

Monday 3rd October 2005

At 10am

in Committee Room B

MEMBERS:  LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE:

Councillors Hall, Kaiser and Tumilty

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

3. ITEMS FOR DECISION

3.1 Rio’s Bar (Head of Public Protection and Housing)

LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE
AGENDA



1 HARTLEPOOL BOROUGH COUNCIL

Licensing Act 2003

Procedure for Hearings

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a representative of the Democratic
Services Section shall establish the identity of those present, who they represent and
who intends, or wishes to speak.

1. The Chair’s opening comments, including introduction of Members of sub-
committee and officers present.  Explanation of the decision to be considered.

2. Head of Public Protection and Housing outlines the application, any relevant
representations and relevancy to Licensing Policy and statutory guidance.

3. Members ask any questions of the Head of Public Protection and Housing.

4. Applicants present their case (either personally or via legal representation)
and introduces witnesses where appropriate.

5. Questions by Members to applicant and/or applicant’s witness.

6. Representations by responsible bodies and/or interested parties and
witnesses introduced where appropriate.

7. Questions by Members to responsible bodies/interested parties and/or their
witnesses.

8. Parties may question and clarify issues raised with the consent of the Chair.

9. If required, responsible bodies/interested parties to be given opportunity to
sum up.

10. If required, the applicant to be given opportunity to sum up.

11. Members to have the opportunity to clarify any points raised. The Chair shall
ask whether all parties are satisfied they have said all they wish to.

12. Members to go into closed session to deliberate.

13. Chair informs parties of their decision, with reasons.
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Report of: Head of Public Protection and Housing

Subject: APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE
CONVERSION AND VARIATION FOR RIOS BAR

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To consider an application for the conversion of an existing Justices Licence
into a Premises Licence and the subsequent variation of such in respect of
Rios Bar, York Road, Hartlepool.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 Applicant: LCT Limited
Premises: Rios Bar

107 York Road
Hartlepool
TS26 9DH

2.2 The applicant currently holds a Justices Licence authorising the following
activities: -

•  Sale of Alcohol (On and Off Sales)

2.3 The current licences permit the above activities as follows: -

Monday – Saturday 1100 – 2300
Sunday 1200 – 2230

3. SUMMARY OF APPLICATION

3.1 The applicant has applied to convert the above activities into a new
Premises Licence and thereafter to vary the new licence as follows: -

1. Sale of Alcohol Mon – Sun 1000 – 0300
2. Films Mon – Sun 1000 – 0300
3. Indoor Sporting Events Mon – Sun 1000 – 0300
4. Live Music Mon – Sun 1000 – 0300
5. Recorded Music Mon – Sun 1000 – 0300
6. Provision of facilities for

making music Mon – Sun 1000 – 0300
7. Provision of facilities for

dancing Mon – Sun 1000 – 0300
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3.2 The proposed closing time for the premises is 0330 throughout the week.

3.3 In addition to the above, the applicant has also requested the removal of the
Justices’ Licence condition requiring alcohol to be ancillary to table meals on
the first floor of the premises.

3.5 A copy of the application is attached as Appendix I.

3.6 The application has been advertised in the prescribed manner and five
representations have been received. One from an Interested Party living in
the vicinity of the premises (Appendix II), and from Cleveland Police
(Appendix III), Environmental Health (Appendix IV) and Hartlepool
Council’s Planning Department (Appendix V).

3.7 The Interested Party has indicated their belief that an extension of the
licence will lead to an increase in vandalism, fighting and noise.

3.8 Cleveland Police have requested that a condition be added to any licence, if
granted, requiring the provision of a minimum standard CCTV system.

3.9 The representation from Environmental Health recommends that as the
premises are based in a predominantly residential area, there should be no
extension to the premises current licensed hours.

3.10 The Planning Department has indicated that there is a potential for late
night disturbance and the current planning permission for the premises limits
opening hours to between 0800 and 2300 throughout the week.

4. ISSUES

4.1 As relevant representations have been received within the prescribed time
period, a hearing must be held for Members to consider those
representations (unless all parties agree a hearing is unnecessary).

4.2 No complaints have been received by the Public Protection and Housing
Division regarding noise emanating from the premises.

4.3 Members are also advised that the applicant’s premises are situated within
Hartlepool’s ‘Special Policy’ area.

4.4 The Special Policy forms part of Hartlepool’s Licensing Policy and states
that, because of the number of licensed premises in the specified area, there
is a potential impact on the promotion of the four licensing objectives.

4.5 The existence of a Special Policy creates a rebuttable presumption that
applications for new premises licences, or material variations, will normally
be refused, unless it can be demonstrated that the operation of the premises
will not add to the cumulative impact being experienced.
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4.6 As the application relates to activities that, if granted, would extend beyond
current planning permission, Members are advised that Hartlepool Borough
Council’s Licensing Policy states that premises ‘must have suitable,
appropriate authorised use under planning legislation’ and that the Licensing
Authority will not normally entertain an application for a licence unless the
applicant can demonstrate that the premises have an appropriate planning
consent.’

4.7 Statutory guidance issued by the Secretary of State under section 182 of the
Licensing Act states that ‘applications for premises licences for permanent
commercial premises should normally be from businesses with planning
consent for the property concerned’

4.8 The licensing objectives are: -

a) the prevention of crime and disorder;
b) public safety;
c) the prevention of public nuisance; and
d) the protection of children from harm

4.9 Having regard to the representations received, Members may take any of the
following steps for the promotion of the licensing objectives.

1) Grant the application without amendment
2) Grant the application with conditions, or amended conditions
3) Reject those parts of the variation that are relevant to the

representations received

4.10 Members are reminded that they must only consider those aspects of the
licence variation that are relevant to the representations received.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 That Members grant the conversion of the Justices’ licence into a new
Premises Licence.

5.2 That Members consider the representations made by the applicant and
interested parties and determine what aspects, if any, of the proposed
variation should be granted and, if appropriate, what conditions, if any,
should be attached.
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Appendix I
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Appendix II
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Appendix III
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Appendix IV
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Appendix V
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