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REGENERATION AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PORTFOLIO

DECISION RECORD
26™ March 2010

The meeting commenced at 2.30pmin the Civic Centre, Hartlepool
Present:

Councilor Pamela Hargreaves (Porfolio Holder for Regeneration and
Economic Development)

Off cers: Mick Emerson, Principal Economic Develop ment Officer
(Business)
Rob Smith, Senior Regeneration Off cer
Jo Wilson, Democratic Services Officer

14. Empty Shops Fund (Assistant Director (Housing and
Regeneration))

Type of decision
Non key

Purpose of report

To update the Portfolio Holder on the use of Empty Shop Fund Resources.
Issue(s) for consideration by Portfolio Holder

Hartlepoolhad been identfied as one of 57 local authorities to benefitfrom
a £3 million Government fund to address problems of empty shops intown
centres. Theawardwas £52,631 and not ring fenced meaning itcould be
used at the discretion of the Council. Offcers had previously identfied a
number of projects for the funding aimed atreducing the impact of vacant
shop units within the town cente, including an expansion of the indoor
marketinitiative, a Multi-Use Drop-h Unit at Middleton Grange Sho pping
Centre and smaller scale initiatives to improve the appearance of vac ant
shops. On 27" November 2009 the Por tfolio Holder had agreed in principle
to the Empty Shops Fund being used on these projecs. Follow ing this the
niial ideas had been developed and match funding sought.  Deleted: 10.03.26 }
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h-Unitw ith additional match funding secured from the Arts Counciland the
Social Care Reform Grant Fund. Areserve fund of £7 631 had alko been

setaside to supportother benefcialschemes that meetthe criteria of
reducing the impact of vacant shop units within the tow n centre.

The Portfolio Holder e xpress ed serious reservations about the use of Empty
Shop funding to make improve ments to the image of vacantshop fronts in
York Road. T he Senior Regeneration Officer confrmed thatthe shop
owners would not be required to contribute tow ards the improvements. The
Porffolio Holder was nothappy to agree to this use of the funding and f elt
the monies oughttoremain in reserve. Officers referred to other areas
where similar initiatives had taken place which had positive results in
reducing the impact of vacantshops and the re-letting of empty shop units.
The Porffolio Holder asked officers to undertake research on the mpactin
other areas. Shewoul then reconsider the proposal bas ed on the officer

findings.

The Porffolio Holder queried whether the monies used to pay the owners of
the Ind oor Market for re pairs to the electricity supply had been returned to
the Council. The Principal Economic Officer advised thatas the workw as
notfully complete pay menthad notbeen made. h response to concerns
raised by the Portfolio Holder the Principal Economic Develop ment Off t er
indicated thatimprovements would continue to be made to the Indoor
Market, together with further works in respect of the Outdoor Market.
£35,000 had been setaside for the hdoor Market, some of which had
already been alocated. The planwas to bring the hdoor and Outdoor
Markets together, utiising monies fromthe Working Neighbourhoods Fund

to make this happen.

The Portfolio Holder praised allthose who had beeninvolved in the
regener ation of the Indoor Market. Regarding the proposed Multi-Use
Drop-h Unit she queried the staffing implicatons. The Senior Regeneration

Off cer advised that the costs for a manager and staff to run the premises
were ncluded w ithin the projectbudgetw ith no exfra costto the Counci

Decision
l.

The meeting concluded at 3.00pm

PJDEVLIN
CHIEF SOLICITOR

PUBLICATION DATE: 31*'March 2010
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That the progress of the projects identified w ithin the reportbe

noted

That the use of the res erve funds fromthe vacantshop fund to
contribute towards vacantshopfrontvisualimprovements on
Y ork Road be deferred pending further inf ormation.
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