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Tuesday, 16 March 2010 

 
at 4.00 pm 

 
in Committee Room B, Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
MEMBERS:  NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES SCRUTINY FORUM 
 
Councillors S Akers-Belcher, Barker, R W Cook, Coward, Fleming, J Marshall, 
Rogan, Worthy and Wright 
 
Resident Representatives:  John Cambridge and Brenda Loynes 
 
Also invited to attend: 
 
The Mayor, Stuart Drummond 
 
Councillors Aiken, C Akers-Belcher, Allison, Atkinson, Brash, S Cook, Cranney, 
Fenwick, Fleet, Flintoff, Gibbon, Griffin, Hall, Hargreaves, Hill, Jackson, James, Laffey, 
Lauderdale, A E Lilley, G Lilley, London, A Marshall, McKenna, Dr Morris, Payne, Plant, 
Preece, Richardson, Shaw, Simmons, Sutheran, Thompson, Tumilty, Turner, Wallace, 
Wistow, Young 

 
Resident Representatives: Christine Blakey, Ronald Breward, Liz Carroll, Bob 
Farrow, Mary Green, Ray Harriman, Ted Jackson, Jean Kennedy, Rose Kennedy, 
Evelyn Leck, Alan Lloyd, John Lynch, Brian McBean, Mary Power, Julie Rudge, Iris 
Ryder, Linda Shields, Bob Steel, Joan Steel, Sally Vokes and Maureen Waller 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
2. TO RECEIV E ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

3.1 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 1 March 2010 (to follow) 

NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES 
SCRUTINY FORUM AGENDA 

 



www.hartl epool.gov.uk/democraticser vices 

 
 
4. RESPONSES FROM THE COUNCIL, THE EXECUTIVE OR COMMITTEES OF THE 

COUNCIL TO FINAL REPORTS OF THIS FORUM 
 

No items 
 
 
5. CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST FOR SCRUTINY REVIEWS REFERRED VIA 

SCRUTINY CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE 
 

No items 
 

 
6. CONSIDERATION OF PROGRESS REPORTS/BUDGET AND POLICY 

FRAMEWORK DOCUM ENTS 
 

No items 
 

 
7. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

Investigation into the Possible Environmental Impacts of Dust Deposits on the 
Headland and Surrounding Areas 
 
7.1 Evidence from key groups:- 
 

(a) Covering Report – Scrutiny Support Officer; and 
 

(b) Evidence from:- 
 

(i) Van Dalen; 
 

(ii)  PD Ports; 
 

(iii)  Heerema; and  
 

(iv) the Regeneration and Neighbourhoods Department 
 

7.2 Feedback from the site visit held on 19th February 2010, the observations of 
ships from the Tow n Wall, the visits to properties on the Headland and the 
Focus Group held on 23rd February 2010:- 

 
(a) Covering Report – Scrutiny Support Officer 
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(b) Verbal Feedback from the:- 
 

(i) site visit held on 19th February 2010; 
 

(ii) observations of ships from the Tow n Wall; 
 

(iii)  visits to properties on the Headland; and 
 

(iv) Focus Group held on 23rd February 2010  
 
 

8. ISSUES IDENTIFIED FROM FORWARD PLAN 
 
 
9. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS ARE URGENT 
 
 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
 
 Date of Next Meeting:- Tuesday, 23 March 2010 at 2.00 pm in the Council 

Chamber, Civic Centre, Hartlepool 
 



























































































 Answers to Environment Agency Questions 
 
The Environment Agency are continuing to focus on working with Van Dalen to prevent or, where that is 
not reasonably practicable, to minimise emissions from their site operations. Together with the operator 
we will review if monitoring could be applied to the site to produce useful and representative 
assessments of any emissions from their specific operations. The situation is a complex one in that the 
Van Dalen site is immediately surrounded by other Port operations that have the potential to produce 
dust. Monitoring by the local authority has focused on the area where impacts are reported to be 
experienced rather than any single potential source.  

1) What has the E.A done to reduce the exposure routes to residents regarding depositing dust 
in the dock being dredged then dumped at sea causing exposure to edible fish stocks?  

The disposal of dredgings at sea is carried out under licence issued by the Marine and Fisheries 
Agency. The Environment Agency has no powers to deal with this issue. 

2) M17 Environment Agency Technical Guidance Document for monitoring of particulate 
matter in ambient air around waste facilities (including metal recycling / scrap yards) regarding 
dirty / dusty / noisy port operations  residents would like a copy of all evidence that all of the 
legislative framework has been adhered too, which includes air quality management legislation, 
environmental protection legislation, health and safety legislation, planning and environmental 
legislation (only applies to the legislation governing the E.A). Would like a copy of all testing / 
results / investigations to prove it has been carried out.  

In respect of the operations at Hartlepool docks, the Environment Agency enforce waste 
management and water pollution control legislation. Waste management legislation provides 
the Environment Agency with powers to regulate the impacts of waste management operations 
on the environment and human health, and on Hartlepool docks is applied solely to the 
operations of Van Dalen who are the only company operating a waste management activity. In 
assessing the effects to human health we work closely with local authorities, HSE, HPA and 
PCT's and are informed by their investigations and findings.  

The Environment Agency do not enforce separate air quality management legislation but have 
regard to relevant air quality standards that these may contain. Local Air Quality Control 
legislation is ordinarily a matter for the local authority. We do not enforce Health and Safety 
legislation which is the remit of the HSE. We do not enforce planning legislation which is a 
matter for the Local Planning Authority. 

The findings from our inspections and audit of the permitted waste activity since the permit 
was issued are in the attached reports. 

The findings of investigations of reports of environmental incidents can be provided but will 
take more time to extract and provide. To minimise the time to provide this information it 
would be helpful if the time period the request refers to could be provided. 

3) M17 gives an example of a scrap yard may be considered a hazard due to the potential 
impact of toxic heavy metals The correspondence risk might be that there is a 1 in 100 chance 
per year that residents in nearby houses would receive a significant exposure to say Nickel. 
Residents would like to see the results of all checks carried out on incoming scrap to check for 
contamination of harmful elements â€“ including PCBâ€™s / Cadmium / mercury / copper / 
aluminium / zinc etc and their components.  



The Environment Agency does not routinely sample and analyse waste entering waste 
management facilities and has no analytical information on the quality of waste entering the 
Van Dalen facility. The types of waste that can be received are set out in the standard permit 
issued to the company. The activities permitted by this standard permit have been risk assessed 
nationally and the controls deemed appropriate. 

4) What have the E.A done about run off from the area into Victoria Harbour  residents would 
like to see the report? Residents would like to see the results from tests carried out on the 
environmental impact of the dust into the water  affecting sea life?  

The Environment Agency has inspected the site regularly and has not as yet identified any 
contaminated runoff discharging from the port area into the dock, however the layout of the 
dock has the potential for this to occur. We have confirmed a report of a scum on an area of the 
dock adjacent to the small boat jetties but the source of this is unconfirmed. We have collected 
samples on two occasions from the dock and provide the results attached.  

Van Dalen have begun the installation of a kerb around the base of their storage area to prevent 
runoff from their site. On a wider basis PD Ports employ a road sweeper and have vehicle 
washing facilities to minimise the risk of polluting runoff entering the dock. Together with 
Hartlepool Borough Council we will meet with PD Ports in the coming weeks to review their 
arrangements for minimising the potential for runoff from their site. 

5) Obviously Petri dishes are not the most suitable method for monitoring? They are not 
showing what the DVD is showing. M17 states that a Pilot Survey is used to confirm that the 
anticipated monitoring method will be adequate in terms of performance. Residents would like 
to see results of pilot survey?  

M17 is a guidance document and does not set out requirements. The documents states at 
introduction, "This document does not state definitive best available techniques (BAT) or the 
most appropriate measures to prevent pollution of the environment or harm to human health. 
Instead, the intention is to provide information to aid the selection of a suitable monitoring 
method for a given application". 

"The term 'monitoring' encompasses both quantitative measurements of particulates, and semi 
quantitative or even subjective assessments (e.g. visual dust assessments). However, this 
guidance focuses on quantitative measurements of particulate matter and, although it provides 
background information on risk assessment, this documents purpose and focus are confined to 
monitoring " .  

The Environment Agency has not conducted any quantitative air quality monitoring of the Van 
Dalen site or its surrounding area. Van Dalen have commissioned some air quality monitoring 
which was summarised in the report by their consultants Envoy.  

The Van Dalen site is surrounded by Port activities that could potentially result in dust 
emissions. We are aware that Hartlepool Borough Council have carried out monitoring in the 
wider area and are liaising closely with the relevant department on this issue. We are aware that 
Hartlepool Borough Councils monitoring to date has not identified any exceedance of the 50 or 
40 ug/m3 standards referred to in M17 and identified only trace presence of some metals on 
some occasions.  



Visual dust assessments are made during planned and reactive visits to Van Dalen and relevant 
findings are included in the inspection report.  

6) As M17 has the first choice for method and technique for each determinand been used e.g 
deposited dust recommendation Frisbee omni-directional deposit gauge  along all site 
perimeters, minimum of 2 along each boundary  If not, why not?  

As question 5 
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