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Tuesday, 16 March 2010 

 
at 4.00 pm 

 
in Committee Room B, Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
MEMBERS:  NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES SCRUTINY FORUM 
 
Councillors S Akers-Belcher, Barker, R W Cook, Coward, Fleming, J Marshall, 
Rogan, Worthy and Wright 
 
Resident Representatives:  John Cambridge and Brenda Loynes 
 
Also invited to attend: 
 
The Mayor, Stuart Drummond 
 
Councillors Aiken, C Akers-Belcher, Allison, Atkinson, Brash, S Cook, Cranney, 
Fenwick, Fleet, Flintoff, Gibbon, Griffin, Hall, Hargreaves, Hill, Jackson, James, Laffey, 
Lauderdale, A E Lilley, G Lilley, London, A Marshall, McKenna, Dr Morris, Payne, Plant, 
Preece, Richardson, Shaw, Simmons, Sutheran, Thompson, Tumilty, Turner, Wallace, 
Wistow, Young 

 
Resident Representatives: Christine Blakey, Ronald Breward, Liz Carroll, Bob 
Farrow, Mary Green, Ray Harriman, Ted Jackson, Jean Kennedy, Rose Kennedy, 
Evelyn Leck, Alan Lloyd, John Lynch, Brian McBean, Mary Power, Julie Rudge, Iris 
Ryder, Linda Shields, Bob Steel, Joan Steel, Sally Vokes and Maureen Waller 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
2. TO RECEIV E ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

3.1 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 1 March 2010 (to follow) 

NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES 
SCRUTINY FORUM AGENDA 

 



www.hartl epool.gov.uk/democraticser vices 

 
 
4. RESPONSES FROM THE COUNCIL, THE EXECUTIVE OR COMMITTEES OF THE 

COUNCIL TO FINAL REPORTS OF THIS FORUM 
 

No items 
 
 
5. CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST FOR SCRUTINY REVIEWS REFERRED VIA 

SCRUTINY CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE 
 

No items 
 

 
6. CONSIDERATION OF PROGRESS REPORTS/BUDGET AND POLICY 

FRAMEWORK DOCUM ENTS 
 

No items 
 

 
7. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

Investigation into the Possible Environmental Impacts of Dust Deposits on the 
Headland and Surrounding Areas 
 
7.1 Evidence from key groups:- 
 

(a) Covering Report – Scrutiny Support Officer; and 
 

(b) Evidence from:- 
 

(i) Van Dalen; 
 

(ii)  PD Ports; 
 

(iii)  Heerema; and  
 

(iv) the Regeneration and Neighbourhoods Department 
 

7.2 Feedback from the site visit held on 19th February 2010, the observations of 
ships from the Tow n Wall, the visits to properties on the Headland and the 
Focus Group held on 23rd February 2010:- 

 
(a) Covering Report – Scrutiny Support Officer 
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(b) Verbal Feedback from the:- 
 

(i) site visit held on 19th February 2010; 
 

(ii) observations of ships from the Tow n Wall; 
 

(iii)  visits to properties on the Headland; and 
 

(iv) Focus Group held on 23rd February 2010  
 
 

8. ISSUES IDENTIFIED FROM FORWARD PLAN 
 
 
9. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS ARE URGENT 
 
 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
 
 Date of Next Meeting:- Tuesday, 23 March 2010 at 2.00 pm in the Council 

Chamber, Civic Centre, Hartlepool 
 



























































































Feedback from Vis its to Properties on the Headland  
 
Mem bers  of the Neighbourhood Services  Scrutiny Forum vis ited res idents  on the 
Headland to speak to them about their concerns  and view their properties in relation to 
the poss ible environm ental im pacts  of dus t depos its.  A short ques tionnaire was 
prepared for the vis its  and detailed below are the responses  to each of the ques tions :- 
  
1) Was there any dust deposits inside or outside of the property? 
 

(a) Only s light  
 

(b) Yes  
 
(c) dus t around and sharp particles  

 
 
2) If yes, had these dust deposits caused damage to the property? 
 
(a)  Yes   
 
(b)  Not sure  
 
(c)  difficult to say as  do not have expert knowledge in this  area 
 
 
3) If yes, can you give a brief description of the damage? 
 
(a)  There was  dus t around  but do  not have expert knowledge to conclude that the 

dus t was  causing the damage. 
 
(b)  One resident highlighted that a service road  at the back of his  house used by 

Heerema was not tarm aced and this  caused a lot of dus t on his  property. 
 
(c) There was n ot very m uch dus t around, a ship cam e into dock while I was  visiting one 

property on the Town Wall.  I am not sure dus t causes  as  much dam age as  
resident’s  s tate.  There was  certainly no dust on cars  in fact they were really clean.  
However, there was  a sm all am ount of metal type dust in window fram es .  I was  
shown rus ty window hinges but I felt it could have been caused by the salty sea 
air.  I vis ited the Headland at approx 9.30am  1/3/10 and again approx 3pm  it was  a 
lovely day no dus t anywhere.  Again visited Tues  2/2/10 the ship was  being 
unloaded of its cargo which I believe could have been white powder, the crane 
lowered the cargo into the hopper, it was not dropped from  a height, the lorries  
were filled then drove off.  My husband and I watched this  process  for quite a 
while, no evidence of dus t anywhere. 

 
(d)  Rus ted hinges on windows .  Interior damaged P.V.C window s ills  and door fram es.  

Garages  filled with brown / grey abras ive dus t.  Black mould marks  on furnishings 
and laundry.  Rutile sand creates  black pitted markings  and grime on plas ter work 
and paintwork. 
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