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Friday 16 July 2010 
 

at 10.00 a.m. 
 

in the Council Chamber, 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool. 

 
 
MEMBERS OF PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
 
Councillors S Akers-Belcher, Brash, Cook, Cranney, Hargreaves, James, G Lilley, 
Lawton, London, J Marshall, Morris, Richardson, Sutheran, Thomas, H Thompson, 
P Thompson, Wells and Wright. 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
2. TO RECEIV E ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
3. MINUTES 
 
 3.1 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 16 June 2010. 
 
 
4. ITEMS REQUIRING DECISION 
 
 4.1 Planning Applications – Director of Regeneration and Neighbourhoods 
 
  1. H/2010/0191 Land Adjacent to Hartf ields Retirement Village 
  2. H/2010/0339 16, 19, 21 and 22 Sylvan Mews, The Wynd, Wynyard, 

Billingham 
  3. H/2010/0274 Norton House, Thetford Road, Hartlepool  
  4. H/2010/0277 The Woodcutter, Waverley Terrace, Hartlepool  
  5. H/2010/0250 36A Catcote Road, Hartlepool  
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  6. H/2010/0338 Teesbay Retail Park, Brenda Road, Hartlepool 
  7. H/2010/0234 Abbey Hill Farm, Dalton Piercy Road, Dalton Piercy, 

Hartlepool  
  8. H/2010/0375 Fox Covert, Three Gates, Dalton Piercy Road, Dalton 

Piercy, Hartlepool 
  9. H/2010/0390 Dyke House Secondary School, Mapleton Road, 

Hartlepool  
 
 4.2 Appeal Ref APP/H0724/A/10/2124360/NWF: H/2009/0671 Formation of new  

access road and associated works. Crows Meadow   Farm, Dalton Back Lane, 
Hartlepool - Director of Regeneration and Neighbourhoods 

 
 4.3 Appeal By Michael Liddle Appeal Ref: APP/H0724/D/09/2126463 Site at: 

273 Stockton Road, Hartlepool - Director of Regeneration and 
Neighbourhoods 

 
 4.4 Appeal Ref: APP/H0724/D/10/2131140 H/2010/0007 Erection of a Rear 

Single Storey Extension to Provide Garden Room, Bathroom and Lobby 35 
The Green, Elw ick, Hartlepool - Director of Regeneration and 
Neighbourhoods 

 
 4.5 Appeal by Mrs Allison Willis Appeal Ref: APP/H0724/D/09/2131143 Site at: 

15 Warw ick Grove, Hartlepool - Director of Regeneration and 
Neighbourhoods 

 
 4.6 Appeal by Mr Pennick Appeal Ref No:  APP/HO724/H/10/2123858 Site at:  

Tail End Fisheries, Church Street, Seaton Carew , Hartlepool - Director of 
Regeneration and Neighbourhoods 

 
 4.7 Update on Current Complaints - Director of Regeneration and 

Neighbourhoods 
 
 4.8 Monitoring Of the MARAD Contract ABLE UK Ltd, Graythorp - Director of 

Regeneration and Neighbourhoods 
 
 
5. LOCAL GOV ERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) (VARIATION) ORDER 2006 
 

EXEMPT ITEMS 
 

 Under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting for the follow ing items of business on the grounds that it 
involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the paragraphs 
referred to below  of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, as 
amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006 
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6. ITEMS REQUIRING DECISION 
 
 6.1 Complaints File to be Closed - Director of Regeneration and Neighbourhoods 

(para 6) 
 
 6.2 Enforcement Action – 5 Mayflow er Close, Hartlepool - Director of 

Regeneration and Neighbourhoods (paras 5 and 6) 
 
 
7. ANY OTHER CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS ARE 

URGENT 
 
 
8. FOR INFORMATION 
 
 Site Visits – Any site visits requested by the Committee at this meeting w ill take place 

on the morning of Friday 13 August, 2010 at 9.00 am 
 
 Next Scheduled Meeting - Friday 13 August, 2010 at 10.00 am 
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Report of: Director of Regeneration and Neighbourhoods 
 
 
Subject: MONITORING OF THE MARAD CONTRACT 

ABLE UK LTD, GRAYTHORP 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To provide further information on the monitoring of the Marad Contract at the 

Able UK Ltd Graythorp yard by Scott Wilson Ltd following concerns expressed 
by the Friends of Hartlepool at the last meeting when this issue was 
considered. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 As part of the permission for the Able ship dismantling operation there is a 

requirement that independent monitoring by an approved Environment 
Inspector of the Marad contract related works takes place.  Scott Wilson Ltd 
fulfil the role of the Environment Inspector. 

 
2.2 Scott Wilson’s latest monitoring report was presented to the Committee at its 

last meeting.  A letter of objection from the Friends of Hartlepool was tabled at 
the meeting.  This raised a number of issues and the Development Control 
Manager indicated that further information would be sought from Scott Wilson 
in response to that objection.  Discussions are continuing on this matter and an 
update will be provided before the meeting.  A copy of the monitoring report 
and the email from the Friends of Hartlepool are attached for information. 
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From: iris ryder [mailto:iris_ryder@yahoo.co.uk]  
Sent: 15 June 2010 18:38 
To: Richard Teece 
Cc: Development Control 
Subject: Planning Committee 10am on 16th June (complaint) 
 
   
TERRC , a company run by Able UK 's Peter Stephenson operating at Graythorp on the Tees 
Road.   
   
Recently  Able UK  attempted to refurbish some oil platforms resulting in, amongst other things, 
haphazard paint spray ing tak ing place.  The adjacent nuclear power station has had numerous cars 
parked on their property  covered in both sand and paint from this attempted refurbishment of the 
modules.  Whilst part of the Station's car park is literally  just over the fence from the Able UK site, the 
paint and various substances have drifted as far as the contractors car compound.  That car park is 
located at the far end of the nuclear power station site.  
   
 We are all acutely  aware of the danger posed by fibres from the asbestos removal taking place on Able 
UK 's site.  However, given that these additional contaminants have travelled such a distance 
from TERRC, Friends of Hartlepool, are also concerned about what the Nuclear Power Station and 
Huntsman Tiox ide workers may have breathed in during this time.  Standard precautions such as 
brush, or roller, painting the structures and errecting shielding should have been in place to av iod such 
an obvious occurrence.   
   
The company should be facing penalties from the statutory  agencies for infringements of working 
regulations.   Able UK has now admitted the event occurred though claims that the spray painting was 
done by a sub contractor when the overspray travelled off site and painted cars at the nuclear plant. It 
is strange how Able UK always claims their problems are the fault of subcontractors.  Doesn' t Able 
have any staff of i ts own carry ing out the work?  After all, they promised the Planning Inspectorate in 
2007 that they would be employ ing thousands of workers.  Why then would they need to rely  on sub 
contractors?  Even if the fault was caused by sub contractors the overall responsibili ty  still falls to Able 
UK as the overseeing company.  
   
Following our intervention, Chris Gillies of HSE investigated and has brought this matter to the attention 
of Hartlepool Borough Council who can act on nuisances arising from such a work activ ity .  We also 
understand that there's a civ il action being taken by the car owners against the painting contractors 
insurance company.  
   
Friends of Hartlepool are most purturbed that Scott Wilson, the independent Inspector appointed by 
HBC, failed to mention this occurance which was highly  v isable to the untrained eye.  In fact prev ious 
reports by this company have failed to mention two serious fires on the ships, one serious fire at the 
site, serious accidents to workers and a crane falling over three times since they have been monitoring 
the TERRC site!  Even the fact that the promised reinforced concrete dry  dock had never been 
constructed (resulting in the debris and contamination falling onto the mud floor) was never reported.  
Just what are this company supposed to be monitoring?  Nothing appears to be in their remit. At least 
this latest report mentions the discharge of foul water to the RiverTees- although even then the 
seriousness of this breach is not stressed.   
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We are also concerned that the inspection routine was only  15 v isits.  The planning application granted 
in 2007 at the Historic Quay distinctly  stated that there would be 24/7 monitoring and the results would 
be available to the public on a dedicated website.  This website has never material ised even though 
there have apparently  been 6 reports submitted.  As for the frequency of their monitoring - the last time 
we challenged Scott Wilson about this their reply  was that they hadn' t been physically  checking TERRC 
because the ships weren't being dismantled!  
   
The monitoring is supposed to be a reassurance for the public and to make Able's operation more 
transparent.  How can this happen when the public can't access all the results, as prev iously  
agreed, and those results they do give arent comprehensive?  It is pointless putting an occassional 
report onto the council website given that members of the general public accessing the internet at the 
library  only  have an hour to use the computers.  It would be difficult for the average person to negotiate 
around the Hartlepool portal and take in the information within that hour.  In addition the planning part of 
the portal is frequently  inaccessable.  
   
Speaking of transparency of operation, Able UK made great play of the open access for inspection 
when he took on the French contract.  Why is it that now there is a "no photograph" clause in the 
inspectors contract?  Why did the French Trade Unions who came over to inspect the dock get turned 
away?  Why was an asbestos expert who had actually  worked on the Clemenceau turned away 
at TERRC's gate after he had travelled all the way from France to inspect the ship dismantling?  Able's 
excuse of "its the school holidays" has no bearing whatsoever on their abili ty  to deconstruct a ship.  
How is this being transparent?  
   
Friends of Hartlepool had prev iously  submitted signed statements from the members of the public and 
various groups who were present when the application was granted.  These people, together with 
members of the press, confirmed that the monitoring was supposed to be 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week.  The monitoring was to be paid for by Able UK and continue for the li fe of the dock.  Certainly  not 
for the li fe of the Marad contract as has since been suggested.  All those members of the public who 
were present cannot all have missheard these conditions.  
   
The Clemenceau contract was to dismantle the ship, in an empty dry  dock, entirely  within a year.  But 
the dry  dock was never built, the bund wall was only  constructed when no more ships could be 
squeezed into the basin. Whats more the ship remained in situ when the year was up.  Able UK's 
excuse that asbestos had been found unexpectedly  and they required more time, just doesnt wash.  
The ship had been fully  X rayed by the French for asbestos prior to Able signing the contract so they 
knew what was on every inch of that ship.  This extens ion is now coming to an end.  Another extes ion 
of contract time is clearly  not warranted.   
   
Therefore we at 'Friends of Hartlepool' are dissapointed that the expert conclusion is that there are no 
problems at this site.  Perhaps questions should be asked not only  of TERRC's operation but also of a 
suitable Inspector to replace Scott Wilson Ltd who have failed in so many respects to ensure that the 
workers around that area and the public are protected?       
   
Yours sincerely , Iris Ryder and Jean Kennedy,  
on behalf of 'Friends of Hartlepool'   
 
 

 
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 
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Report of: Director of Regeneration and Neighbourhoods 
 
 
Subject: MONITORING OF THE MARAD CONTRACT ABLE 

UK LTD GRAYTHORP 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To provide Members with comments from Scott Wilson Limited on issues 

raised by the Friends of Hartlepool at the last meeting when this was first 
discussed and as indicated in today’s main Committee report on this matter. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 In today’s main Committee report officers indicated that Scott Wilson’s views 

would be sought on issues raised by the Friends of Hartlepool on the 
monitoring of the Marad contract.  A copy of Scott Wilson’s reply is attached.  
It is considered that their comprehensive reply clarifies the position. 

 
 
3. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
3.1 Members note this report. 
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