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Monday, 7 March 2011 
 

at 9.30 am 
 

in Committee Room C, Civic Centre, Hartlepool 
 
 
 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
Councillors Morris (Chair), Aiken and Lawton 
 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
 
2. TO RECEIV E ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 

3.1 Application For The Review  Of Premises Licence – Sorrento’s, 49 Church 
Street, Hartlepool - Assistant Director, Community Safety & Protection 

 
 
 

LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 



 
 

LICENSING ACT 2003  
 
 

Procedure for Review Hearings 
 
 

Pr ior  to the commencement of the meeting, a representative of the De mocratic Serv ices  
Section shall establish the identity of those present, w ho they represent and w ho intends, 
or w ishes to speak. 
 
 

1. The Chair’s  opening comments, inc luding introduction of Me mbers  of sub-
committee and officers present. Explanation of the decis ion to be cons idered. 

 
2. Head of Public Protection and Hous ing outlines the application, any relevant 

representations and relevancy to Licens ing Policy  and s tatutory  guidance. 
 

3. Members ask any questions of the Head of Public Protection and Hous ing.  
 

4. Applicant for Review  presents their  case (either personally or via legal 
representation) and introduces w itnesses w here appropriate. 

 
5. Questions by Members  to applicant and/or  applicant’s  w itnesses. 

 
6. Representations  by  responsible bodies and/or interested parties and w itnesses 

introduced w here appropriate. 
 

7. Questions by Members  to responsible bodies/interes ted parties and/or their 
w itnesses. 

 
8. Licence/Club Certificate holder presents their  case (either personally or v ia legal 

representation) and introduces w itnesses w here appropriate. 
 
9. Parties may question and clar ify issues raised w ith the consent of the Chair. 

 
10. If required, applicant/responsible bodies/interested parties to be given opportunity 

to sum up. 
 

11. If required, the Licence /Club Certificate holder  to be given opportunity  to sum up. 
 

12. Members to have the opportunity  to clar ify any points  raised. The Chair shall ask 
w hether all parties  are satisfied they  have said all they  w ish to.  

 
13. Members to go into closed session to deliberate. 

 
14. Chair informs parties of their dec ision, w ith reasons. 
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Report of: Assistant Director, Community Safety & Protection  
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR THE REVIEW OF PREMISES 

LICENCE – SORRENTO’S, 49 CHURCH STREET, 
HARTLEPOOL 

 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application for the review of a premises licence in respect of 

Sorrento’s, 49 Church Street, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. SUMMARY OF APPLICATION 
 
2.1 Party requesting review:   Cleveland Police 
 

Premises to which the review relates: Sorrento’s 
      49 Church Street 
      Hartlepool 

 
2.2 The current premises licence authorises ‘Late Night Refreshment’ between 

the following hours: - 
 
  Monday           23:00 – Midnight 
  Tuesday          23:00 – Midnight 
  Wednesday     23:00 – Midnight 
  Thursday         23:00 – 02:30 the following morning 
  Friday              23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 
  Saturday          23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 
  Sunday            23.00 – 01.00 the following morning 
 
2.3 A copy of the premises licence is attached as Appendix I. 
 
2.4 A copy of the application for review, including Police witness statement, is 

attached as Appendix II. 
 
2.5 The application for review refers to the following licensing objectives: 
 
  - The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 
  -  Public Safety 
 
 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 Cleveland Police have requested a review of the premises licence on the 

grounds that Sorrento’s has persistently stayed open later than its licence 
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permits and that there has been a serious incident of assault involving a 
member of staff who has continued to work at the premises. 

 
3.2  The application for review has been advertised in the prescribed manner and 

no additional representations have been received. 
 
3.3  Mr Behroz Beni is the Premises Licence holder whose registered address is in 

Seaham, County Durham. Mr Beni appears to have no involvement in the day 
to day running of Sorrento’s and attempts by the Police to contact him in 
relation to incidents at the premises have proved unsuccessful. 

 
3.4  On 10th November 2010 Members of a Licensing Sub-Committee considered 

an application to vary the premises licence for Sorrento’s by way of extending 
the provision of late night refreshment on Fridays and Saturdays until 4am but 
reducing the hours to midnight between Monday and Wednesday. 

 
3.5  The hearing took place in the absence of Mr Beni who had requested that the 

hearing take place without him. 
 
3.6  Members determined that the licensing objectives would not be promoted by 

any extension of the hours but approved the reduction in hours for Mondays 
to Wednesdays and imposed a condition requiring the provision of CCTV. 

 
3.7 Following an alleged assault by a member of staff on a member of the public 

inside the premises Cleveland Police requested CCTV footage from the 
licence holder, Mr Beni, to assist them in their investigation. 

 
3.8 To date no CCTV footage has been provided by Mr Beni thereby breaching 

the condition attached to the premise licence by Members at the hearing on 
10th November 2010.   

 
 
4. ISSUES 
 
4.1 An application for the review of a licence is made under Section 51 of the 
 Licensing Act 2003. The application must be made by either a Responsible 
 Authority or Interested Party as defined by the Act. Cleveland Police are a 
 Responsible Authority. 
 
4.2 The application must also relate to at least one of the Act’s ‘licensing 

objectives’. These are: - 
 

i) The prevention of crime and disorder; 
ii) Public safety; 
iii) The prevention of public nuisance; and 
iv) The protection of children from harm 
 

4.3 Following consideration of the application, relevant representations and any 
comments of the licence holder, Members may take such steps as they 
consider necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives. 
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4.4 The steps are: - 
 

• To take no action; 
• To modify the conditions on the licence (this may include altering or 

omitting an existing condition or adding a new condition); 
• To exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence; 
• To suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months; 
• To revoke the licence. 

 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 That Members consider the representations made by the Cleveland Police 

and the licence holder and determine what action, if any, should be taken.  
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APPENDIX I 
 

Hartlepool Borough Council, Civic Centre, Victoria Road, Hartlepool, TS24 8AY 

 
 
THE LICENSING ACT 2003 
 
PREMISES LICENCE (PART A) 
 
 
 
Premises licence number 
 

HART/PS/300 

 
 
 Part 1 -  Premises details 
Postal address of premises or, if none, ordnance survey map reference, or description 
 
  49 Church Street 
     
Post Town  Hartlepool 
 

Post code TS24 7EB  

Telephone number  
  01429 277977 
 
 
Where the licence is time limited the dates 
 
        N/A      
 
Licensable activities authorised by the licence 
 
  Late Night Refreshment 
 
 
The time the licence authorises the carrying out of licensable activities 
 
Late Night Refreshment 
 

   Monday           23:00 – Midnight 
   Tuesday          23:00 – Midnight 
   Wednesday     23:00 – Midnight 
   Thursday         23:00 – 02:30 the following morning 
   Friday              23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 
   Saturday          23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 

                      Sunday            23.00 – 01.00 the following morning 
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The opening hours of the premises 
 

   Monday           23:00 – Midnight 
   Tuesday          23:00 – Midnight 
   Wednesday     23:00 – Midnight 
   Thursday         23:00 – 02:30 the following morning 
   Friday              23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 
   Saturday          23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 

    Sunday            23.00 – 01.00 the following morning 
 
 
Where the licence authorises supplies of alcohol whether these are on and / or off supplies 
 
   N/A  
 
 
Name, (registered) address, telephone number and email (where relevant) of holder of premises 
licence 
 
   Behroz Beni 
  13 Partnership Court 
   Seaham Grange Industrial Estate 
   Seaham 
   County Durham 
   SR7 0PX 
 
   Tel: 0191 5210101 
 
 
Registered number of holder, for example company number, charity number (where applicable) 
 
   N/A 
           
 
Name, address and telephone number of designated premises superv isor where the premises 
licence authorises the supply of alcohol 
 
        N/A  
 
 
Personal licence number and issuing authority of personal licence held by designated premises 
superv isor where the premises licence authorises for the supply of alcohol 
 
        N/A 
 
 
 
 
Date licence granted: 10th November 2010 
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ANNEX 1 – Mandatory Conditions 
 
None 
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ANNEX 2 – Conditions consistent with the Operating Schedule 
 
 
1. The exterior windows shall be fitted with safety glass. 
 
2. The premises shall be fitted with an alarm which can be used to summon the 

police. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Licensing Act Sub-Committee – 7 March 2011 3.1 

 
11.03.07 - Lic Act Sub - 3.1 - Sorrentos Review 8 HARTLEPOOL BOROUGH COUNCIL 

ANNEX 3 – Conditions attached after a hearing by the Licensing Authority 
 
 
1. A CCTV system must be installed that complies to a minimum standard set in 

partnership with Cleveland Police.  The system must be maintained at regular 
intervals and must record whenever the premises are open for business.  
Recordings must be kept for a minimum of 28 days and must be made 
immediately available to responsible authorities upon request 

 
2. Staff must be trained and capable of downloading CCTV evidence onto DVD 

discs and it shall immediately be made available to Police and other 
Responsible Authorities upon request 

 
3. Notices be displayed and maintained on the premises warning customers that 

CCTV cameras are in operation 






































	07.03.11 - Licensing Act Sub-Committee Agenda
	3.1 - Application for the Review of Premises Licensince - Sorrento's, 49 Church Street, Hartlepool


