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Thursday 1st June 2006 
 

at 10.00am 
 

in Committee Room B 
 
 
 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
 
Councillors Lilley, Richardson and Worthy 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
 
2. TO RECEIV E ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 

3.1 46 Ow ton Manor Lane (Premier Grocery Express) - Head of Public Protection 
and Housing 

 

LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 
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Report of: Head of Public Protection & Housing 
  
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR THE REVIEW OF A PREMISES 

LICENCE – 46 OWTON MANOR LANE 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application for the review of a Premises Licence in respect of 

46 Owton Manor Lane, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Party requesting review:     Trading Standards 
 

Premises to which application for review relates:  46 Owton Manor Lane 
         Hartlepool 
 
2.2 The current licence authorises the following activities: - 
 
 Supply of Alcohol (Off Licence) Monday  to Saturday  0800 – 2300 
  Sunday  1100 – 0000 
    Christmas Day  1200 – 1500 
        1900 – 2230  
    Good Friday  0800 – 2300  
 

  
2.3 A copy of the Premises Licence is attached as Appendix I. 
 
 
3. SUMMARY OF THE APPLICATION 
 
3.1 Trading Standards has requested a review of the Premises Licence on the 

following grounds: - 
 

‘On 24th June 2005 the licensed premises supplied alcohol to a child of 
fourteen years of age on two separate occasions. 
 
Supplying alcohol to children can have a serious impact on anti-social 
behaviour in an area and be a nuisance to residents. 
 
Selling alcohol to children can also place that child at risk, both in terms of 
their health and personal safety.’ 
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3.2 Trading Standards has also provided the following additional information: - 
 
 ‘On 24th June 2005 the Trading Standards team conducted a covert test 

purchasing exercise using two fourteen year old volunteers. 
 

The exercise involved supervision of the children as they attempted to 
purchase alcohol from off-licensed premises. 
 
The children entered this premise twice during the evening of the 24th June 
2005 and purchased alcoholic beverages on both occasions. 
 
The children were witnessed purchasing the alcohol on the first occasion by a  
Trading Standards Officer. Proof of age was not requested by the staff 
member. On the second occasion the children purchased alcohol and the sale 
was recorded on covert camera. 
 
On the 13th March 2006 the store licensee, Mr Sahota was successfully 
prosecuted for two offences contrary to Section 169A of the Licensing Act 
1964. 
 
Mr Sahota was fined £400 for each offence and ordered to pay £525 in costs’ 

 
3.3 A copy of the Application for Review is attached as Appendix II. 
 
 
4. ISSUES 
 
4.1 An application for the review of a licence is made under Section 51 of the 

Licensing Act 2003. The application must be made by either a Responsible 
Authority or Interested Party as defined by the Act. Trading Standards is a 
Responsible Authority. 

 
4.2 The application must also relate to at least one of the Act’s ‘licensing 

objectives’. These are: - 
 

•  The prevention of crime and disorder; 
•  Public safety; 
•  The prevention of public nuisance; and 
•  The protection of children from harm 

 
4.3 The application has been advertised in the prescribed manner and two 

representations have been received. 
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4.4 The Head of Hartlepool Borough Council’s Safeguarding and Review Unit, the 
competent body responsible for matters relating to the protection of children 
from harm, has made the following representation, which is also attached as 
Appendix III: - 

 
 ‘In respect to the four licensing objectives, under the category of protecting 

children from harm, the implications of supplying alcohol to a minor places the 
child at risk, both in terms of their health and personal safety; alcohol can 
have a serious impact on anti-social behaviour in an area and be a nuisance 
to residents.’  

 
4.5 Cleveland Police have made the following representation, which is also 

attached as Appendix IV: - 
 
 ‘Hartlepool has had a number of disorder problems recently through the sale 

of alcohol to under age drinkers. Once the inevitable consumption takes place 
we have to police the rowdiness which accompanies juvenile drunkeness 
which can lead to a multiple of disorder problems. This draws valuable 
resources away from other priority areas. And in terms of the impact on the 
wider populace, they are intimidated by the gathering of inebriated youths on 
their estates and neighbourhoods, police response times are stretched due to 
dealing with the same youths and selling to under age youths is obviously part 
and parcel of a significant town wide problem.’ 

 
4.6 Following consideration of the application, relevant representations and any 

comments of the licence holder, Members may take such steps as they 
consider necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives. 

 
4.7 The steps are: - 
 

•  To take no action; 
•  To modify the conditions on the licence (this may include altering or 

omitting an existing condition or adding a new condition); 
•  To exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence; 
•  To remove the Designated Premises Supervisor; 
•  To suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months; 
•  To revoke the licence. 

 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 That Members consider the representations made by the applicant, 

responsible authorities and licence holder and determine what action, if any, 
should be taken. 
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Appendix I
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Appendix II
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Appendix III 
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Appendix IV 
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