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GENERAL PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Monday 7 November 2011 

 
at  2.00 pm 

 
in Committee Room C, Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
MEMBERS: GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE: 
 
Councillors Aiken, C Akers-Belcher, S Akers-Belcher, Cook, James, Lawton, 
Simmons, Thomas and Wells. 
 
 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
 
2. TO RECEIV E ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

3.1 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 25 October 2011 (to follow). 
 
 
 
4. ITEMS REQUIRING CONSIDERATION 
 
 4.1 Par liamentary Constituencies Review  – Chief Solicitor 
 
 
 
5. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS ARE URGENT 
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The meeting commenced at 10.00 am in the Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
Present: 
 
Councillor: Rob Cook (In the Chair) 
 
Councillors: Marjorie James and Patricia Lawton 
 
Officers: Peter Devlin, Chief Solicitor 
 Lorraine Bennison, Principal Registration and Members’ Services Officer 
 Angela Armstrong, Principal Democratic Services Officer 
 
28. Apologies for Absence 
  
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Christopher Akers-

Belcher, Stephen Akers- Belcher, Chris Simmons, Stephen Thomas and 
Ray Wells. 

  
29. Declarations of interest by Members 
  
 None. 
  
30. Confirmation of the minutes of the meeting held on 

4 October 2011 
  
 Confirmed. 
  
31. Partnership with Darlington Borough Council for 

the Joint Head of Human Resources (Chief Solicitor) 
  
 The Chief Solicitor presented a report which provided the background and 

proposed legal agreement between Hartlepool Borough Council and 
Darlington Borough Council in relation to the Joint Head of Human 
Resources role.  Members’ attention was drawn to Cabinet’s proposed 
inclusion of the provision to review the arrangements and include a 
suitable ‘break clause’.  The report that was submitted to Cabinet along 
with the Deed of Agreement, contract particulars and terms and conditions 
were attached by way of Appendix. 
 

GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES AND DECISION RECORD 
 

25 October 2011 
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A discussion ensued on the following areas within the terms and 
conditions of the contract: 
 
(i) D1 – Termination – In response to concerns raised by Members, the 

Chief Solicitor indicated that an additional clause could be 
incorporated to ensure that should any changes to the operation of 
Darlington Borough Council and Hartlepool Borough Council be 
addressed through a ‘successor body’ reference within the 
Agreement. 

(ii) F1 – Intellectual Property – Members had concerns in relation to the 
rights of intellectual property and suggested that any arrangements 
should be reciprocal between Darlington Borough Council and 
Hartlepool Borough Council.  The Chief Solicitor indicated he would 
pursue the inclusion of reciprocal arrangements between both local 
authorities in relation to intellectual property. 

(iii) H5 – Assignment, Sub-Contracting and Responsibility – It was 
suggested that again there should be some reference to reciprocal 
arrangements being in place.. 

(iv) H10 – Non Solicitation and Offers of Employment – In relation to 
paragraph 10.1.1, Members were of the view that this paragraph 
should be amended to ensure that any arrangements were reciprocal. 

(v) Clarification was sought on the level of savings to be achieved 
through the partnership arrangement.  The Acting Chief Executive 
confirmed that from 1 November 2011 to 31 March 2012 
approximately £23k would be saved with an approximate £52k 
identified as a saving for a full year.   It was confirmed that the cost of 
the partnership arrangement was divided 50:50 between Darlington 
Borough Council and Hartlepool Borough Council and included ‘on 
costs’. 

(vi) Members sought clarification on how the partnership arrangements 
would work on a practical level.  The Acting Chief Executive 
confirmed that the practical arrangements for day to day working 
would be flexible, therefore allowing for the changing operational 
priorities of each authority.  Should any conflicting priorities arise, 
these would be discussed between the Authorised Officers of the 
Contract and a way forward agreed. 

(vii) A Member questioned how the management of the Head of HR would 
be undertaken.  The Acting Chief Executive confirmed that throughout 
the partnership arrangement, the Head of HR would continue to be an 
employee of Hartlepool Borough Council and as such would continue 
to be managed by Hartlepool Borough Council in accordance with the 
approved policies and procedures. 

 
The Chief Solicitor indicated he would contact Darlington Borough Council 
to progress the amendments to the terms and conditions of the contract 
detailed above and report back the outcome to Members. 
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 Decision 
  
 The Chief Solicitor do progress the outlined amendments to the terms and 

conditions of the contract for the partnership arrangement between 
Darlington Borough Council and Hartlepool Borough Council for the Head 
of HR role and subject to those amendments enter into the proposed 
agreement with Darlington Borough Council. 

  
32. Electoral Review of Hartlepool Borough Council – 

Final Recommendations (Chief Solicitor) 
  
 The Chief Solicitor formally reported the final recommendations of the 

electoral review conducted by the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England.  It was noted that the recommendations were 
broadly based on the proposals submitted through Hartlepool Borough 
Council with two minor amendments as detailed in the report. 

  
 Decision 
  
 The report was noted. 
  
33. Any Other Items which the Chairman Considers are 

Urgent  
  
 None. 
  
 The meeting concluded at 10.45 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAIR 
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Report of:  Chief Solicitor 
 
 
Subject:  PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES REVIEW 
 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To update Members regarding the Parliamentary Constituencies review 

being undertaken by the four UK Boundary Commissions in their respective 
parts of the UK. 

 
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 The Parliamentary Voting System & Constituencies Act 2011 (“the Act”)  
 required the four UK Boundary Commissions to conduct a review of the  
 parliamentary constituencies in their part of the UK and to submit final  
 reports to Government before 1 October 2013.   
 
2.2 The Act requires there to be a fixed number of 600 constituencies for the 

 whole of the UK (as opposed to the current 650).  The number of   
constituencies allocated to England is 502 (including the two reserved for the 
Isle of Wight). 

 
2.3 The Boundary Commission for England (“BCE”) has subdivided the 500  
             England constituencies between the regions used for European   
             Parliamentary elections. 
 
2.4 The North East has been allocated 26 constituencies (currently it has 29).  

The BCE’s initial proposals will ensure that each of these constituencies are 
wholly contained in the North East region. 

 
2.5 The BCE is also required by the Act to ensure that each constituency has an 

electorate that is no less than 95% and no more than 105% of the UK 
electoral quota.  This quota has been calculated at 76,641.  Accordingly, 
each constituency must have an electorate that is no smaller than 72,810 
and no larger than 80,473. 

 
 
 

GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
7 November 2011 
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3. INITIAL PROPOSALS 
 
3.1 In taking the requirements into account, the BCE published its initial 

proposals for England, including the North East on 13 September 2011. 
 
3.2 Details of the North East proposals (a report booklet and Map (A0 size)) 

have been received and are available for inspection in Hartlepool Connect, 
located at the entrance to the Civic Centre,  

 
3.3 The BCE has also produced a summary of its initial proposals, a copy of 

extracts relevant to the Borough of Hartlepool area (Point 46) is attached at  
 Appendix 1. 
 
3.4 Copies of all the initial proposals for the UK, related reports and 

accompanying maps can be accessed at 
www.independent.gov.uk/boundarycommissionforengland  

 
 
4. THE NORTH EAST PROPOSALS 
 
4.1 The current North East constituencies (29) are listed at Appendix 2.  The 

BCE’s initial proposals for the North East comprise 26 constituencies.  These 
are detailed at Appendix 3 (Point 10).  Members should note that the review 
refers to the existing Ward configuration. 

 
 
5. THE PROPOSALS FOR THE HARTLEPOOL BOROUGH AREA 
 
5.1 The existing Hartlepool constituency, unlike many other constituencies, 

remains untouched, however, the Billingham North Ward from the Stockton 
Constituency has been added.  The proposed Constituency name is 
Hartlepool (no reference to Billingham). 

 
5.2 The addition of the Billingham North Ward to the existing Hartlepool 

Constituency provides for an electorate of 77,334. 
 
5.3 A map showing the proposed Hartlepool Constituency boundary is illustrated 

at Appendix 4.   
 
5.4    The Billingham North Ward is currently served by four polling stations,  
 details of which are included at Appendix 5 (BN1-BN4). 
 
5.5 A more detailed map showing the area of the Billingham North Ward is     
 shown at Appendix 6. 
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6. CONSULTATION  
 
 Initial Consultation Period 
 
6.1 A 12 week period of consultation by the BCE on its initial proposals began 

on 13 September 2011.  This consultation will end on 5 December 2011. 
 
6.2 Written representations about the BCE’s proposals can be submitted by 

visiting the website at 
www.consultation.boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk  

 or by writing to Boundary Commission for England, 35 Great Smith Street, 
London, SW1P 3BQ; or by email to northeast@bcommengland.x.gsi.gov.uk 

 
6.3 The BCE will also be taking oral representations at public hearings within 

each region of the UK.  There are two proposed hearings in the North East, 
as follows:- 

 
•  Monday 14 to Tuesday 15 November in Newcastle at the Civic Centre, 

Barras Bridge, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE1 8QH 
 

•  Thursday 17 to Friday 18 November in Darlington at the St George Hotel, 
Durham Tees Valley Airport, Darlington, County Durham, DL2 1RH 

 
6.4      The hearings are not inquiries, public meetings or debates, but are intended   

   to provide an opportunity both for the BCE to explain its initial proposals    
   and for people to give their views. 

 
       Secondary Consultation Period 
 
6.5   As soon as possible after the initial 12 week consultation period, the BCE   
               will publish on its website, all of the representations it has received for each  
         region, including verbatim transcripts of each public hearing.  Hard copies    

             will also be deposited in at least one location in each proposed    
             constituency. 

 
6.6   Once the representations have been published in this way, there will be a   
    further statutory four week period, during which people can submit to the   
    BCE, written comments on the published representations.  
 
   Revised Proposals 
 
6.7   At the end of the secondary consultation period, all of the representations   
   received from the outset of the initial consultation will be considered and  
   reports will be prepared by the BCE for each region.  The reports will  
   summarise and consider each of the representations, and recommend  
   whether and if so, how the BCE’s initial proposals should be revised in light  
   of the representations. 
 
6.8   The BCE will then consider each such report and decide whether and to  
   what extent revisions should be made to its initial proposals. 
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6.9   Following this, the BCE will publish a notice in each region, stating whether 
or not revisions have been made to its initial proposals for that region.  All 
written representations submitted during the 4 week secondary consultation 
period be published at the same time as the notice. 

 
 
   Final Consultation Period 
 
6.10   If the initial proposals are revised, there is then a further final period of 8 

weeks for written representations to be made to the BCE on the revised 
proposals for that area. 

 
   Post Consultation 
 
6.11   The BCE will consider any representations made during the final 

consultation period about the revised proposals and will make its decision 
about whether further revisions are required in light of these 
representations 

 
6.12   Once the BCE has decided on its final recommendations for the whole of 

England, it will then submit a formal report to Government.  The report, 
which will be published, will contain a description of the review in each 
region, a textual description of all of the final recommendations, together 
with a set of maps illustrating the existing constituency boundaries and 
those proposed by the final recommendations. 

 
6.13   The submission of the report will conclude the review process. 
 
   
7.   RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
7.1  That Members note the content of the report.  
 
 
8.  CONTACT OFFICER 
 
  Lorraine Bennison, Principal Registration & Members’ Services Officer 
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BILLINGHAM NORTH WARD 

Polling Station List 
 
 
 
Reference Address Districts 
8 High Grange Community Centre, Casson Way, Billingham, TS23 

3TX 
BN1 

9 Mobile Polling Station, Low  Grange Avenue, Grass Verge 
Betw een, Springw ell Close & Elvington Close, Billingham 

BN2 

10 Mobile Poling Station, Junction of Tunstall Avenue and Satley 
Road, Billingham 

BN3 

11 North Billingham Methodist Church, Front Door, Marsh House 
Avenue, Billingahm, TS23 3TG 

BN4 
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