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Monday 19th December 2011 
 

at 9.30 am 
 

in Committee Room C, Civic Centre, Hartlepool 
 
 
 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
Councillors Lawton, Tempest and Wells 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
 3.1 Application for a new premises licence, 1-3 Victoria Road, Hartlepool – 

Assistant Director, Regeneration & Planning 
 

 
 
 

LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 



 
 1 HARTLEPOOL BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 
Licensing Act 2003 

 
Procedure for Hearings 

 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a representative of the Democratic 
Services Section shall establish the identity of those present, who they represent and 
who intends, or wishes to speak. 
 

1. The Chair’s opening comments, including introduction of Members of sub-
committee and officers present.  Explanation of the decision to be considered. 

 
2. Representative of the Assistant Director – Regeneration and Planning (or 

representative) outlines the application, any relevant representations and 
relevancy to Licensing Policy and statutory guidance. 

 
3. Members ask any questions of the representative of the Assistant Director – 

Regeneration and Planning (or representative) 
 

4. Applicant presents their case (either personally or via legal representation) 
and introduces witnesses where appropriate. 

 
5. Questions by Members to applicant and/or applicant’s witnesses. 

 
6. Representations by responsible bodies and/or interested parties and 

witnesses introduced where appropriate. 
 

7. Questions by Members to responsible bodies/interested parties and/or their 
witnesses. 

 
8. Parties may question and clarify issues raised with the consent of the Chair. 

 
9. If required, responsible bodies/interested parties be given opportunity to sum 

up. 
 

10. If required, the applicant to be given opportunity to sum up. 
 

11. Members to have the opportunity to clarify any points raised.  The Chair shall 
ask whether all parties are satisfied they have said all they wish to. 

 
12. Members to go into closed session to deliberate. 

 
13. Chair informs parties of their decision, with reasons.  
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Report of: Assistant Director, Regeneration & Planning  
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE, 
 1-3 VICTORIA ROAD, HARTLEPOOL 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application for a new premises licence in respect of 1-3 

Victoria Road, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. SUMMARY OF APPLICATION 
 
2.1 Applicant: Mr Jugjit Singh Ladhar 
 

Premises: 1-3 Victoria Road 
  Hartlepool 
  TS24 7SE 

 
2.2 The applicant has applied for the following activities: - 

 
Supply of Alcohol (Off Sales)  
 
Monday to Saturday    0900 - 2200 
Sundays     1000 - 2200 
    
A copy of the application is attached as Appendix 1. 

 
        
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 The application has been advertised in the prescribed manner and 

representations have been received from Cleveland Police and one Interested 
Party (attached as Appendices 2 and 3).  

 
3.2 The representation from Cleveland Police alleges that granting the application 

would exacerbate alcohol related crime and disorder in an area already 
saturated with alcohol licensed premises.  

 
3.3 The representation from the Interested Party alleges that opening an off 

licence in the vicinity of public houses will increase the risk to children and 
pose a nuisance to patrons of the public houses and local residents. 

 
3.4 The applicant has agreed to a request by Trading Standards for the 

attachment of four conditions to the licence should it be granted. These relate 
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to the operation of a Challenge 21 scheme and implementation of a CCTV 
system. 

 
 
4. ISSUES 
 
4.1 As relevant representations have been received within the prescribed time 

period, a hearing must be held for Members to consider those representations 
(unless all parties agree a hearing is unnecessary). 

 
4.2 Members are advised that whilst Cleveland Police has referred to the 

premises being situated within the Council’s Special Policy area this is not 
relevant to this application as the Policy only has effect between the hours of 
midnight to 9:00 a.m. each day.  

 
4.3 Having regard to the representations received, Members may take any of the 

following steps for the promotion of the licensing objectives: 
 

i) To approve the application in its entirety 
ii) To approve the application in part - with or without the addition of 

further conditions 
iii) To reject the whole or part of the application 

  
4.4 The licensing objectives are: 
 

i) The prevention of crime and disorder 
ii) Public safety 
iii) The prevention of public nuisance, and 
iv) The protection of children from harm 
 
 

4.5 Members are reminded that they must only consider those aspects of the 
licence application that are relevant to the representations received. 

 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 That Members consider the representations made by applicant, Cleveland 

Police and the Interested Party and determine what aspects, if any, of the 
application should be granted and, if appropriate, what conditions, if any, 
should be attached. 

 
 
 
 
   



















































MG 11-00(T) 
  RESTRICTED (when complete)  

CLEVELAND POLICE 

WITNESS STATEMENT 
(CJ Act 1967, s9 MC Act 1980, ss5A(3)(a) and 5B; Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, r.27.1(1) 

 

Form/Template Revised 06/2009 e.Y:\CSWORD\DEMOCRATIC SERVICES\COMMITTEES\LICENSING ACT SUB-
COMMITTEE\REPORTS\2011-2012\11.12.19\WITNESS STATEMENT OFF LIC.DOC 

 

URN 17                 

 

Statement of Jonathan Wrigley 

Age if under 18 Over 18 (If over 18 insert "Over 18") Occupation Police Sergeant 1814 
 

This statement (consisting of 4 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief 
and I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated 
anything in it, which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true. 

Signature        Date:  7th December 2011 
 

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded   (supply witness details on rear) 
 

I am Police Sergeant 1814 Wrigley of the District Alcohol Licensing Unit, presently 

stationed at Hartlepool. 

  

Hartlepool Police have received an application to open an Off Licence on Victoria Road in 

the former Bar One premises. Alcohol will be available from the premises between 0900 

and 2200 hours Monday to Saturday, between 1000 and 2200 hrs on Sundays. 

  

Hartlepool Town Centre has a lively Night Time Economy which is centred on Victoria 

Road and the Church Street area. The 2 areas are considerably different. Church Street 

comes alive only on a weekend. During the week it is home to a number of small 

businesses but in terms of alcohol driven activity it can reasonably be described as 

dormant. 

  

In contrast, Victoria Road, particularly in the area adjacent to the Middleton Grange 

Shopping Centre (MGSC) is usually thriving and can be properly described as the retail 

 

Signature       Signature Witnessed by       
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                                                          CLEVELAND POLICE 
  Page No 2 

Continuation of Statement of Jonathan Wrigley 
 

 

Signature       Signature Witnessed by       
 
Form/Template Revised 06/2009 
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COMMITTEE\REPORTS\2011-2012\11.12.19\WITNESS STATEMENT OFF LIC.DOC 
 

commercial hub of the Town. It is invariably busy during the day with shoppers and 

vehicular traffic.  The locale is heavily invested with 5 public houses, four of which are 

shoulder to shoulder and inhabit a full block with one public house opposite and facing 

them from across Victoria Road. Beyond them is the King Johns Public House and also 

nearby is the Changes public house. Another public house, the SKYY Bar is seconds away 

from the main body of public houses situated on Victoria Road.  

  

All of the above premises have an Off Licence function. 

  

In terms of other outlets, the area also hosts 2 mini supermarkets in nearby Murray Street 

which retail alcohol until 23:00pm daily. 

  

The MGSC contains a further 3 outlets which vend alcohol until 17:30pm daily and York 

Road is home to a Tesco Express supermarket which also sells alcohol until 23:00 daily. 

  

In total and within easy walking distance of one-another there are 13 outlets which retail 

alcohol. Alcohol can be available within this area between 06:30am and 04:00 hours. It is 

therefore reasonable to suggest that the area has in fact reached saturation point in 

respect to alcohol provision. 

  

Hartlepool Police take the view that the area is more than sufficiently served by the 13 

establishments selling alcohol and that the introduction of an Off Licence to the area will 
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  Page No 3 

Continuation of Statement of Jonathan Wrigley 
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only exacerbate current problems. Furthermore, the temptation for revellers to purchase 

alcohol from the proposed outlet with a view to sneaking it into the public house premises 

of their choice may prove irresistible to some. This issue has manifested in recent months 

and can be the catalyst for ASB, refused entry and ejection from the premises when 

discovered leading to the aforementioned ASB problems. 

  

Ordinarily, the location of an Off Licence is no great cause for concern but this premises 

brings nothing new in terms of service provision to the immediate area and metaphorically 

speaking, is “a bridge too far”. 

  

On another note, recent analysis of the impact of the new licensing laws on the health of 

the nation revealed a 64% national increase in hospital admissions for alcohol related liver 

disease among people in their early 30’s. However in the North East of England that figure 

rose by an astonishing 400% over eight years. The health campaign group Balance North 

East which is funded by North East Primary Care Trusts produced the figures which show 

that in 2002, hospital admissions for 30 to 34 year olds were 37 compared to 189 in 2010.  

 

 The introduction of yet another outlet in an already saturated environment can hardly 

ameliorate the situation. If anything, it simply adds to the problems in terms of the 

management of the NTE. The police have significant concerns around the Protection of 

Children from Harm because the area is frequently used by teenagers to congregate, 

particularly on a weekend and in school holidays. The above report by Balance North East 
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Continuation of Statement of Jonathan Wrigley 
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also highlighted that the North East has the highest rate of 11 to 15 year olds who drink in 

England and the highest rate of under-18’s admitted to hospital because of alcohol.   

The introduction of yet another outlet within this area cannot promote the 4 Licensing 

Objectives and in the view of Cleveland Police will go some way to reverting them. 

Additionally the police have particular concerns around the Prevention of Crime and 

Disorder and Public Safety because of its proposed proximity to the NTE.  

 

Hartlepool Police vigorously oppose the application.                
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