
12.02.24 Finance and Procurement Port folio Agenda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday 24 February 2012 
 

at 10.00 a.m. 
 

in Committee Room C, 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
Councillor Payne, Cabinet Member responsible for Finance and Procurement will 
consider the following items. 
 
1. KEY DECISIONS 
  
 1.1 Disposal of Eamont Gardens Garage Site – Assistant Director, 

Resources 
 
 
2. OTHER ITEMS REQUIRING DECISION 
 
 No items. 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
 
 No items. 
 
 
4. REPORTS FROM OVERVIEW OF SCRUTINY FORUMS 
  
 No items 
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Report of: Assistant Director (Resources) 
 
 
Subject: DISPOSAL OF EAMONT GARDENS GARAGE 

SITE 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 

To seek approval from the Portfolio Holder to proceed with the disposal 
of Eamont Gardens garage site. 

 
2. SUMMARY OF CONTENTS 
 

The report contains some history of the problems experienced with the 
site with a background to the proposal and the Estates Section’s 
recommendations. 

 
3. RELEVANCE TO PORTFOLIO MEMBER 
 

Portfolio Holder has responsibility for the Council’s land and property 
assets. 

 
4. TYPE OF DECISION 
 

Key decision.  Test (i) and (ii) applies.  RN13/09. 
 
5. DECISION MAKING ROUTE 
 

Portfolio Holder only 

 

FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT PORTFOLIO 
Report to Portfolio Holder 

24th February 2012 
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6. DECISION(S) REQUIRED 
  
Portfolio Holder to grant approval for the disposal of Eamont Garden Garage 
Site as per the terms discussed in Confidential Appendix 4.  This item 
contains exempt information under Schedule 12A of the Local 
Government Act 1972, (as amended by the Local Government (Access to 
Information)(Variation) Order 2006) namely (para 3), information relating 
to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including 
the authority holding that information. 
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Report of: Assistant Director (Resources) 
 
 
Subject: DISPOSAL OF EAMONT GARDENS GARAGE 

SITE 

 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To seek approval from the Portfolio Holder to proceed with the disposal 

of Eamont Gardens garage site. 
 
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Portfolio Holder will recollect from the meeting of 6th January 2011 that 

consent was given for the disposal of the freehold of the garage site at 
Eamont Gardens; following this approval the Estates Section proceeded 
to market the site by informal tender and carried out consultation with 
the garage tenants and local Councillors. 

 
2.2 The decision to consider disposal came as a result of an approach from 

a Ward Councillor on behalf of St. Matthew’s Community Centre who 
had highlighted problems with security associated with the adjacent 
garage site.  In addition, Housing Hartlepool, who manage the garages 
on behalf of the Council had raised concerns about the condition of the 
garages.  

 
2.3 As a result of this the Portfolio Holder considered a number of options 

for the site including repairing the garages, demolition of the garages 
and the potential for the sale of the site.   

 
2.4 Appendix 1 contains the initial report to the Portfolio Holder in August 

2010 which initiated the actions in respect of the site.  Options for the 
site and consultation feedback including that from the garage tenants 
were considered at a number of subsequent Portfolio meetings. 

 
2.5 As a result of the initial marketing only one tender was received for the 

subject property and it was felt that the figure did not represent market 
value for the property and the interested party was approached to 
submit their best and final offer which again was too low. 

 
2.6  Subsequent to the closing date of the tender another party made an 

offer for the subject property which the Portfolio Holder will recollect was 
taken to the Finance and Procurement Portfolio on 17th November 2011. 

 
2.7  After representations from the Contract Scrutiny Committee it was 

decided that the property should be retendered, this process was 
carried out and the closing date for this tender was 9th December, 2011. 
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2.8 In addition further consultation with the St. Matthew’s Community Centre 

and residents was requested. 
 
 
3. CONSIDERATIONS 
 
3.1 Initial Consultations and letters received from the Chair of the 
 Community Centre Management Committee revealed the following 
 concerns:-  
 

•  Security (particularly to the rear of the flat roofed garages) 
•  Loss of parking 
•  Future vehicular access on to Elwick Road from the site 
•  Conflict between a future residential development and activities 

of the Centre 
•  The potential blocking of light to the Centre from a developed 

site. 
 
3.2 The security issues have been considered in the options appraisal to 
  date and issues relating to any future development of the site will be 

addressed as part of a planning application in the usual way.  The 
Centre and nearby residents will be able to raise their concerns during 
this process. 

 
3.3 The main concern appears to be around the freedom to use the site for 

parking and dropping off equipment and centre clients.  The busy 
nature of the adjacent roads was highlighted. 

 
3.4 This was not raised by the Centre in the original approach to the 

Council and, of course, whilst the Centre may have enjoyed informal 
access and parking, the garage site is not a car park.  An option 
suggested by the Centre is that the site could become a car park. 

 
3.5 Appendix 2 contains details of correspondence from the Chair of the 

Centre which summarises the Centre’s viewpoint.  The Portfolio Holder 
has also received correspondence direct and has viewed other 
correspondence. 

 
3.6 As a result of further consultation Appendix 3 contains a more recent 

document prepared by the Members of St. Matthew’s Community 
Centre and Burn Valley North Residents Association.  The document 
includes a proposal for the site to become a public car park, with pay 
meters.  The proposal is based on the possible benefits to the Centre, 
the local community and its shops as well as the Council. 
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3.7 The proposal has been investigated by the Council’s Car Parking 

Manager with the following feedback –  
 

•  The site and its location is too small to merit a commercial 
operation. 

•  There would be a limited need for the car park based on drop offs 
and pick ups. 

•  The cost of provision and operation of a car park in terms of 
surfacing, marking, signage, machinery, lighting could be in the 
region of £25,000 and this would be prohibitive in terms of any 
income received. 

 
 

4. TENDER RESULTS 
 
4.1  One tender was received for the property and this is discussed in 

Confidential Appendix 4.  This item contains exempt information 
under Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, (as 
amended by the Local Government (Access to 
information)(Variation) Order 2006) namely (para 3), information 
relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person 
(including the authority holding that information. 

 
 
5. PROPOSALS 
 
5.1 The Portfolio Holder is requested to consider the representation of the 

St. Matthew’s Community Centre and Burn Valley North Residents 
against the previous decision and reasons to dispose of the site. 

 
5.2 Although there are merits in the proposals to construct and operate a 

car park the comments from the Car Parking Manager highlight a 
number of operational and financial risks for the Council. 

 
5.3 The rationale for disposal and development of the site still remains i.e, 

the condition of the garages, the security of the site, the consultation 
with garage tenants and the need to maximise returns from the 
Council’s assets. 

 
5.4 If the site was to be sold then there will be an opportunity for all 

interested parties to make comment as part of a planning application. It 
may be possible to make arrangements with the purchaser to provide 
facilities for parking for a period of time prior to development. 

 
5.5 It is therefore suggested to proceed with the sale of the property on the 

terms outlined in Confidential Appendix 4.  This item contains 
exempt information under Schedule 12A of the Local Government 
Act 1972, (as amended by the Local Government (Access to 
Information)(Variation) Order 2006) namely (para 3), information 
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relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person 
(including the authority holding that information. 

 
6. ASSET MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS AND FINANCIAL AND 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 The attention of the Portfolio Holder is drawn to the Asset Management 

element of the Business Transformation programme.  The decision by 
Cabinet of January 2009 requires a commercial, proactive approach to 
be taken on Asset Management issues. 

 
6.2 The decision to adopt a commercial approach to asset management 

requires the Council to realise the full value of any properties or 
property rights that it disposes of.  The land sale will bring a valuable 
capital receipt that would contribute to the Council’s budget shortfall 
identified in the medium term Financial Strategy. 

 
 
7. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
7.1 Portfolio Holder to grant approval for the disposal of Eamont Garden 

Garage Site as per the terms discussed in confidential Appendix 4.  
This item contains exempt information under Schedule 12A of the 
Local Government Act 1972, (as amended by the Local 
Government (Access to Information)(Variation) Order 2006) namely 
(para 3), information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the authority holding that 
information. 

 
 
8. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
8.1 The Estates Manger confirms the sale price represents Market Value 

for the subject property. 
 
8.2 The Council is required to achieve significant capital receipts to address 

budget shortfalls in the medium term financial strategy. 
 
 
9. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
 There are no background papers to this report.  
 
 
10. CONTACT OFFICER 
 

James Cuthbert 
 Estates and Valuation Surveyor 

Telephone: 01429 523236 
Email: james.cuthbert@hartlepool.gov.uk 
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APPENDIX 2 
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APPENDIX 3 
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