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Wednesday 14 March 2012 
 

at 10.00 a.m. 
 

in Committee Room C, 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
 
 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
Councillors Brash, G Lilley and Shields. 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
 
2. TO RECEIV E ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 

3.1 Premises Licence Variation – Sorrentos, 49 Church Street, Hartlepool - 
Assistant Director, Regeneration and Planning 

 
 
 

LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 
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Report of: Assistant Director, Regeneration & Planning  
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF PREMISES 

LICENCE – 49 CHURCH STREET, HARTLEPOOL 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application for the variation of a premises licence in respect of 

Sorrentos, 49 Church Street, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. SUMMARY OF APPLICATION 
 
2.1 Applicant: Mr Forozan Eivazmohammadi 
 

Premises: 49 Church Street 
  Hartlepool 

 
2.2 The applicant has applied to extend the hours for the provision of late night 

refreshment to 0400 hours Monday – Sunday with a closing time of 0415 
hours Monday - Sunday.  

 
A copy of the application is attached as Appendix 1. 

 
2.3 The current licence authorises the provision of late night refreshment as 

follows: - 
 

 Monday            23:00 – Midnight 
 Tuesday           23:00 – Midnight 
 Wednesday      23:00 – Midnight 
 Thursday          23:00 – 02:30 the following morning 
 Friday               23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 
 Saturday          23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 

 Sunday             23.00 – 01.00 the following morning 
 
 A copy of the current licence is attached as Appendix 2. 
 
 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1  The application is for the variation of an existing premises licence in respect of 

Sorrentos takeaway, 49 Church Street, Hartlepool.  
 
3.2  The premises licence was originally granted in 2005 but in 2010 the licence 

holder applied to extend the weekend opening hours from 0230 hours to 0400 
hours. 
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3.3  A licensing sub-committee considered the representations of Cleveland Police 
and determined that the application for an extension of hours be refused and 
that additional conditions be added to the licence relating to the 
implementation and operation of a CCTV system. 

 
3.4  In March 2011 the licence for Sorrentos was reviewed following an application 

by Cleveland Police. The Police alleged that the premises had persistently 
stayed open later than its licence permitted and that there had been a serious 
incident at the premises during which a member of staff had assaulted a 
customer. The premises licence holder had then been unable to provide any 
CCTV footage of the alleged assault – breaching a licence condition that had 
been imposed by a licensing sub-committee in 2010 and detailed in 
paragraph 3.3 above. 

 
3.5  At the licence review hearing the sub-committee considered the 

representations made by the licence holder and Cleveland Police and 
determined that the licence should be revoked. 

 
3.6  The revocation of the licence was appealed to Hartlepool Magistrates Court 

but, before it could be heard, the licence was transferred to another licence 
holder who agreed to a number of new conditions for the licence including the 
provision of a door supervisor after 2300 hours on Fridays and Saturdays.  

 
3.7  As Cleveland Police were satisfied that the new proposed conditions, and the 

introduction of a new licence holder, would promote the licensing objectives it 
was necessary to agree to the reinstatement of the licence. In effect, the 
Council no longer had a witness to support its original decision to revoke the 
licence and could not therefore defend an appeal at Magistrates Court. 

 
3.8  Following the transfer of the licence the premises remained closed to the 

public until December 2011 during which time it was refurbished.  
 
3.9 The current application to extend the operating hours has been advertised in 

the prescribed manner and representations have, once again, been received 
from Cleveland Police. A copy of their representation and evidence is 
attached as Appendix 3. 

 
3.10 The nature of the representations can be summarised as follows: 
 

•  The premises have been observed operating beyond their current 
licensed hours 

 
•  The new licence holder has not had sufficient time to demonstrate that 

he can successfully manage the premises 
 

•  Crime and disorder peaks between the hours of 0200 and 0400 hours.  
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4. ISSUES 
 
4.1 As relevant representations have been received within the prescribed time 

period a hearing must be held for Members to consider those representations 
(unless all parties agree a hearing is unnecessary). 

 
4.2 In addition to the representations received Members are advised that the 

Council’s current Statement of Licensing Principles (the Licensing Policy) 
states in paragraph 4.25 that: - 

 
 ‘The licensing authority does not accept that longer opening hours have been  

a benefit to Hartlepool but rather that they place an undue and unnecessary 
strain on the local transport infrastructure, Accident & Emergency services 
and law enforcement agencies and creates a nuisance for those residents 
who are affected by revellers returning home during the early hours. 

 
….In non residential areas applications for licences to allow the sale of alcohol 
or the supply of late night refreshment beyond 2:00 a.m. will normally be 
refused subject to relevant representations being received.’ 

 
4.3 Having regard to the representations received, Members may take any of the 

following steps for the promotion of the licensing objectives: 
 

i) Grant the application without amendment 
ii) Grant the application in part and/or with conditions or amended 

conditions   
iii) Refuse the application 

 
4.4 The licensing objectives are: 
 

i) The prevention of crime and disorder 
ii) Public safety 
iii) The prevention of public nuisance, and 
iv) The protection of children from harm 
 

4.5 Members are reminded that they must only consider those aspects of the 
licence application that are relevant to the representations received. 

 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 That members consider the representations made by the applicant and 

Cleveland Police and determine what aspects, if any, of the proposed 
application should be granted and, if appropriate, what conditions, if any, 
should be attached. 
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THE LICENSING ACT 2003 
 

PREMISES LICENCE (PART A) 
 
 
 

Premises licence number 
 

HART/PS/300 

 
  
 Part 1 -  Premises details 
Postal address of premises or, if none, ordnance survey map reference, or description 
 
  49 Church Street 
     
Post Town  Hartlepool 
 

Post code TS24 7EB  

Telephone number  
  01429 277977 
 
 
Where the licence is time limited the dates 
 
        N/A      
 
Licensable activities authorised by the licence 
 
  Late Night Refreshment 
 
 
The time the licence authorises the carrying out of licensable activities 
 
Late Night Refreshment 
 

   Monday           23:00 – Midnight 
   Tuesday          23:00 – Midnight 
   Wednesday     23:00 – Midnight 
   Thursday         23:00 – 02:30 the following morning 
   Friday              23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 
   Saturday          23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 

   Sunday            23.00 – 01.00 the following morning 
 
 
 
The opening hours of the premises 
 

   Monday           23:00 – Midnight 
   Tuesday          23:00 – Midnight 
   Wednesday     23:00 – Midnight 
   Thursday         23:00 – 02:30 the following morning 
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   Friday              23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 
   Saturday          23:00 – 02.30 the following morning 

   Sunday            23.00 – 01.00 the following morning 
 

 
Where the licence authorises supplies of alcohol whether these are on and / or off supplies 
 
   N/A  
 
 
Name, (registered) address, telephone number and email (where relevant) of holder of premises 
licence 
 
   Mr Forozan Eivazmohammadi 
   8 Fortrose Avenue 
   Sunderland 
   SR3 1UT 
 
   Tel No. 07875908543 
 
 
Registered number of holder, for example company number, charity number (where applicable) 
 
   N/A 
           
 
Name, address and telephone number of designated premises supervisor where the premises 
licence authorises the supply of alcohol 
 
        N/A  
 
 
Personal licence number and issuing authority of personal licence held by designated premises 
superv isor where the premises licence authorises for the supply of alcohol 
 
        N/A 
 
 
 
 
Date licence granted: 21st July 2011 
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ANNEX 1 – Mandatory Conditions 
 
1. Each individual employed or otherwise engaged at the premises to carry out a 

security activity must be licensed by the Security Industry Authority. 
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ANNEX 2 – Conditions consistent with the Operating Schedule 
 
 
1. The exterior windows shall be fitted with safety glass. 
 
2. The premises shall be fitted with an alarm which can be used to summon the 

police. 
 
3. A digital closed circuit television system (CCTV) will be installed and maintained in 

good working order and be correctly time and date stamped.  The system will 
incorporate sufficient built-in hard-drive capacity to suit the number of cameras 
installed, whilst complying with Date Protection legislation. 
 
CCTV will be capable of providing pictures of evidential quality in all lighting 
conditions, particularly facial recognition.  Cameras will encompass all ingress and 
egress to the premises, outside areas and all areas where the sale/supply of 
alcohol occurs.  There will be a minimum of 14 days recording.  The system will 
record for 24 hours a day.  The system will incorporate a means of transferring 
images from the hard-drive to a format that can be played back on any desktop 
computer.  The digital recorder will have the facility to be password protected to 
prevent unauthorized access, tampering, or deletion of images.  There will be, at 
all times, a member of staff on duty who is trained in the use of the equipment and 
upon receipt of a request for footage from a governing body, such as Cleveland 
Police or any other Responsible Authority, be able to produce the footage within a 
reasonable time, eg 24 hours routine or immediately if urgently required for 
investigation of serious crime. 
 

4. 
 
 
 
5. 

From 23:00 until closing on a Friday and Saturday night, one SIA licensed door 
supervisor must be deployed at the main access/egress point of the premises.  
The door supervisor must be employed solely in that capacity. 
 
An incident book shall be kept and maintained on the premises at all times.  The 
book shall detail in brief, incident of injury/ejection/refusals challenges.  Such 
matters shall be times, dated and signed by the author and produced to 
Police/Authorised Licensing Officers on demand. 
 

6. A first aid kit must be readily available at all times when the premises is open to 
the general public. 
 

7. Any shutters to the premises must be down and all customers must have exited 
the premises by 12.00am on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, by 2.00am on 
a Thursday, Friday and Saturday and by 1am on a Sunday (going into Monday). 
 

8. Notices shall be displayed in prominent positions around the premises asking 
customers to leave in a quiet and orderly manner. 
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ANNEX 3 – Conditions attached after a hearing by the Licensing Authority 
 
 
1. Notices be displayed and maintained on the premises warning customers that 

CCTV cameras are in operation 
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ANNEX 4 - Plans 
 
 
 
YOU ARE REMINDED THAT IT IS YOUR LEGAL OBLIGATION TO ATTACH THE 
CURRENT ‘PLAN’ TO THIS PREMISES LICENCE AND KEEP THIS LICENCE (OR A 
CERTIFIED COPY) IN A SECURE PLACE AT THE LICENSED PREMISES. 
 
IT IS AN OFFENCE NOT TO PRODUCE YOUR PREMISES LICENCE (INCLUDING 
THE PLAN) UPON REQUEST BY A POLICE OFFICER, LOCAL AUTHORITY OFFICER 
OR AUTHORISED PERSON. 
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