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14 January 2013 
 

at 10.00am 
 

in the Council Chamber, 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
 
 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
Councillors Gibbon, Morris and Tempest 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
 
2. TO RECEIV E ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 

3.1 Application for a new premises licence – 91 Elwick Road, Hartlepool – 
Assistant Director, Regeneration and Planning 

 
 
 

LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 



LICENSING ACT 2003 
 
 

Procedure for Hearings 
 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a representative of the Democratic Services 
Section shall establish the identity of those present, who they represent and who intends, 
or wishes to speak 
 
1. The Chair’s opening comments, including introduction of Members of sub-

committee and officers present.  Explanation of the decision to be considered. 
 
2. Head of Public Protection and Housing outlines the application, any relevant 

representations and relevancy to Licensing Policy and statutory guidance. 
 
3. Members ask any questions of the Head of Public Protection and Housing. 
 
4. Applicant presents their case (either personally or via legal representation) and 

introduces witnesses where appropriate. 
 
5. Questions by Members to applicant and/or applicant’s witnesses. 
 
6. Representations by responsible bodies and/or interested parties and witnesses 

introduced where appropriate. 
 
7. Questions by Members to responsible bodies/interested parties and/or their 

witnesses. 
 
8. Parties may question and clarify issues raised with the consent of the Chair. 
 
9. If required, applicant/responsible bodies/interested parties to be given opportunity 

to sum up. 
 
10. Members to have the opportunity to clarify any points raised.  The Chair shall ask 

whether all parties are satisfied they have said all they wish to. 
 
11. Members to go into closed session to deliberate. 
 
12, Chair informs parties of their decision, with reasons. 
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Report of: Assistant Director, Regeneration & Planning  
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE, 
 91 ELWICK ROAD, HARTLEPOOL 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application for a new premises licence in respect of 91 Elwick 

Road, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. SUMMARY OF APPLICATION 
 
2.1 Applicant: Mr Vasanthy Kanapathippillai 
 

Premises: 91 Elwick Road 
Hartlepool 

  TS26 9AU 
 
2.2 The applicant has applied for the following activities: - 

 
Supply of Alcohol (Off Sales)  
 
Monday to Sunday    09:00 – 22:00 
  
A copy of the application is attached as Appendix 1. 

 
        
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 The application has been advertised in the prescribed manner and a total of 

74 individual representations have been received. These consist of three from 
local councillors (Appendices 2-4), one from Cleveland Police (Appendix 5), 
one from Burn Valley North Residents Association (Appendix 6) and 69 from 
local residents.  

 
3.2 The objections from residents are attached as Appendices 7-13. Most of the 

objections submitted by residents were on one of two different pro forma 
letters which are attached as Appendices 12 and 13.  

 
3.3 The representations from local councillors refer to concerns over a possible 

increase in crime, disorder and nuisance for those residents who live nearby.  
 
3.4 Cleveland Police have stated that of the 48 incidents of crime reported during 

2012 in the Elwick Road area, 21 (44%) of these were related to licensed 
premises and there is concern that an additional premises may lead to further 
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crime. The Police also refer, amongst other things, to the potential for 
underage sales activity in the area. 

 
3.5 Burn Valley North Residents Association refers to, amongst other things, the 

fact that drug crime (including alcohol related) and anti social behaviour in the 
Burn Valley Ward are higher than average for Hartlepool and that an 
additional licence premises would have a negative impact on these issues. 

 
3.6 The representations from residents collectively refer to the current high levels 

of crime and anti social behaviour in the area, the number of other licensed 
premises already in the vicinity and the previous noise nuisance and anti 
social behaviour experienced around this particular property. 

 
 
4. ISSUES 
 
4.1 As relevant representations have been received within the prescribed time 

period a hearing must be held for Members to consider the application. 
 
4.2 The premises to which this application relates has recently operated as a 

beauty therapist and, for a short period, a fireworks retailer. 
 
4.3 Members are advised that at the request of the Trading Standards Service the 

applicant has agreed to a number of conditions being added to the licence 
relating to the provision of a CCTV system and a Challenge 25 age 
verification policy. 

 
4.4 Having regard to the representations received, Members may take any of the 

following steps for the promotion of the licensing objectives: 
 

i) To approve the application in its entirety 
ii) To approve the application in part - with or without the addition of 

further conditions 
iii) To reject the whole or part of the application 

  
4.5 The licensing objectives are: 
 

i) The prevention of crime and disorder 
ii) Public safety 
iii) The prevention of public nuisance, and 
iv) The protection of children from harm 
 

4.6 Members are reminded that they must only consider those aspects of the 
licence application that are relevant to the representations received. 

 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 That Members consider the representations made by applicant and the 

objectors and determine what aspects, if any, of the application should be 
granted and, if appropriate, what conditions, if any, should be attached. 
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3.1 Lic Act 14.01.13 91 Elwick Road App 2 - 1 - Hartlepool Borough Council 

Dear Ian, 
                               
With reference to the application for a retail sales alcohol licence in respect of no. 91 Elwick 
Road, I wish to register as an interested party in this case in my roles as a local resident and 
ward councillor. 
  
I do not believe that the four licensing objectives will be promoted by the granting of this 
licence on the grounds that :- 
  
  - PREVENTION OF CRIME AND DISORDER 
                                    
There have significant problems with similar outlets in the area notably in Cornwall Street - 
crime and anti-social behaviour has reduced since the closure of an un-supervised outlet in 
that district; 
  
  - PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
Other premises in the area have supervision e.g. the Co-op Stores in Elwick Road have a 
security guard to deter potential trouble-makers; 
  
   - PREVENTION OF PUBLIC NUISANCE 
 
 Local residents concerns centre around a number of issues – 
 
    very close proximity to residential properties; 
    parking problems in an already congested area; 
    late opening - problems existed when the shop was an outlet closing at 5 pm; 
 
  - PROTECTION OF CHILDREN FROM HARM 
 
  SEE POINT ABOVE REGARDING SECURITY GUARD WHICH WILL NOT APPLY HERE; 
 
late availability of cheap alcohol due to potential for "price wars." 
 
 
I trust that this declaration of interest will be registered appropriately for consideration in this 
case. 
  
                    Yours 
  
                     GERARD HALL 
                     11 Eamont Gardens 
                     Hartlepool 
                     TS26 9JD 
                     Tel - 01429260557 



Licensing Act sub-committee – 14 January 2013  3.1  Appendix 3 

3.1 Lic Act 14.01.13 91 Elwick Road App 3 ‐ 1 ‐ Hartlepool Borough Council 

Dear Ian,  

I would like to formally object to the proposed licence for the sale of alcohol at 91 Elwick Road, which 
I understand is due to come before a sub-committee of Councillors in the New Year.  

This premise, which is the heart of the Burn Valley ward, is surrounded by residential homes, local 
community centres, a public park and a primary school and I believe firmly that this application, if 
granted, would have a severely detrimental effect on this thriving community. 

There are three principle reasons why I think councillors should reject this application: 

1. Prevention of crime and disorder – This area of the Burn Valley ward has been plagued by 
high levels of crime and disorder in the past, which was directly linked to alcohol. Thankfully, 
through a combination of resident support, police action and investment by the local council 
and others, things have improved. The greater access to alcohol and the greater number of 
drunken individuals, who would almost certainly be attracted to such a premise if this licence 
is granted, threatens this progress and is, in my view, certain to increase crime and anti-social 
behaviour.  
 

2. Public nuisance – Added to the above you have the low-level disturbance that is routinely 
associated with such premises, with noise and litter being the most obvious examples. 10pm 
may not sound late to some people but for many of the older residents in the area (including 
those across the road in Elwick Grange Nursing Home) the sound of drunken revellers at 
such a time is often annoying and sometimes highly intimidating.  
 

3. Public safety – The increase of crime and anti-social behaviour that would result from this 
premise being granted a licence puts innocent people into harm’s way. This is a residential 
area, with people of all ages and backgrounds living there, and they deserve their way of l ife 
protected and their safety maintained. This is a clear duty of the licensing authority and one I 
feel we would be falling short of if we granted this application.  
 

4. Protection of children from harm – The area is populated with many young people, they walk 
to school at Eldon Grove, they play in the Burn Valley Gardens, they attend clubs at St. 
Matthew’s Hall and they live in the residential homes all around 91 Elwick Road. To increase 
crime and anti-social behaviour by granting this licence puts these children in direct harm’s 
way and we must do we can to prevent that.  
 

In summary, our licencing objectives clearly mandate councillors to vote against this application and I 
call on them to do so.  

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

Jonathan Brash 

Councillor for Burn Valley  
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