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8 May 2013 
 

at 2.00pm 
 

in Committee Room C, 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
 
Licensing Act Sub-Committee: 
 
Councillors Hall (Chair), Dawkins and Tempest 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
 
2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 

3.1 Application for a New Premises Licence – The Mission Hall, Burbank 
Street, Hartlepool – Assistant Director, Regeneration 

 
 
 

LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 



LICENSING ACT 2003 
 
 

Procedure for Hearings 
 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a representative of the Democratic Services 
Section shall establish the identity of those present, who they represent and who intends, 
or wishes to speak 
 
1. The Chair’s opening comments, including introduction of Members of sub-

committee and officers present.  Explanation of the decision to be considered. 
 
2. Head of Public Protection and Housing outlines the application, any relevant 

representations and relevancy to Licensing Policy and statutory guidance. 
 
3. Members ask any questions of the Assistant Director, Regeneration. 
 
4. Applicant presents their case (either personally or via legal representation) and 

introduces witnesses where appropriate. 
 
5. Questions by Members to applicant and/or applicant’s witnesses. 
 
6. Representations by responsible bodies and/or interested parties and witnesses 

introduced where appropriate. 
 
7. Questions by Members to responsible bodies/interested parties and/or their 

witnesses. 
 
8. Parties may question and clarify issues raised with the consent of the Chair. 
 
9. If required, applicant/responsible bodies/interested parties to be given opportunity 

to sum up. 
 
10. Members to have the opportunity to clarify any points raised.  The Chair shall ask 

whether all parties are satisfied they have said all they wish to. 
 
11. Members to go into closed session to deliberate. 
 
12, Chair informs parties of their decision, with reasons. 
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Report of: Assistant Director, Regeneration 
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE – 

THE MISSION HALL, BURBANK STREET 
HARTLEPOOL  

 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application for a new premises licence in respect of The 

Mission Hall, Burbank Street, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. SUMMARY OF APPLICATION 
 
 
2.1 Applicant: Subashini Tharmarajah 
 

Premises: The Mission Hall, Burbank Street, Hartlepool 
 
2.2 The applicant has applied for the following activities: - 

 
Supply of Alcohol (Off Sales)  
 
Monday to Sunday (including Bank Holidays)   09:00 – 22:00 
 
A copy of the application is attached as Appendix 1. 

 
 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 The application has been advertised in the prescribed manner and 

representations have been received from the Council’s Planning department 
and two ‘Other Person’s’.  

 
 Copies of their representations are attached as Appendices 2 - 4. 
 
3.2 The nature of the representations received can be summarised as follows: 

 
• The Planning department has stated that planning permission, which 

was granted on 9th April 2013, restricts opening hours to: 
 
  Monday to Friday       08:00 to 23:00  
  Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays 08:00 to 17:00 
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• One local resident has concerns that the Burbank Street already has 
problems with anti social behaviour from local residents and opening a 
licensed premises would only escalate theses problems. 

 
• The Chair of a local Community Association has objected to the 

application on the grounds that the area is already a Police priority area 
and in the past a shop on the estate was closed because of anti-social 
behaviour and that a new licensed premises would cause problems on 
the estate. 

 
 
4. ISSUES 
 
4.1 As relevant representations have been received within the prescribed time 

period a hearing must be held for Members to consider those representations 
(unless all parties agree a hearing is unnecessary). 

 
4.2 The premises to which this application relates is currently empty and was 

previously used by an electrical contractor. 
 
4.3 Members will note that the Planning Department has highlighted that the 

licensed hours requested exceed those currently permitted by planning 
permission – specifically the licence application is to trade until 2200 hours on 
Saturday, Sundays and Bank Holidays whilst the current planning permission 
restricts trading to no later than 1700 hours on those days. 

 
4.4 Para 5.26 of the Council’s Licensing Policy states: - 
 
 The licensing authority will not normally entertain an application for a licence 

unless the applicant can demonstrate that the premises have either an 
appropriate (in terms of the activity and hours sought) planning consent, or an 
appropriate certificate of lawful use or development. Exceptions may be made 
where the applicant can demonstrate compelling reasons why the application 
should not be refused when the planning status of the premises has not yet 
been finalised. 

 
4.5 Members may therefore wish to consider whether the applicant has provided 

compelling reasons for the licensing authority to deviate from this policy. 
  
4.6 Having regard to the representations received, Members may take any of the 

following steps for the promotion of the licensing objectives: 
 

i) Grant the application without amendment 
ii) Grant the application in part and/or with conditions or amended 

conditions   
iii) Refuse the application 

 
4.7 The licensing objectives are: 
 

i) The prevention of crime and disorder 
ii) Public safety 
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iii) The prevention of public nuisance, and 
iv) The protection of children from harm 
 

4.5 Members are reminded that they must only consider those aspects of the 
licence application that are relevant to the representations received. 

 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 That members consider the representations made by the applicant and the 

objectors and determine what aspects, if any, of the proposed application 
should be granted and, if appropriate, what conditions, if any, should be 
attached. 
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