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Thursday 10th October 2013 
 

at 10.00am 
 

in Committee Room B, 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
 
 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
Councillors Ainslie, Morris and Tempest 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
2. TO RECEIV E ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

3.1 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 12th September 2013  
 
 

4. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
 4.1 Application to transfer a premises licence, 34 Church Street, Hartlepool 

– Director of Public Health 
 
 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 
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The meeting commenced at 9.30am in the Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
Present: 
 
Councillor:   Rob Cook (In the Chair) 
 
Councillors Steve Gibbon and Sheila Griffin 
 
Officers: Ian Harrison, Principal Trading Standards and Licensing Officer 
 Tony Macnab, Solicitor 
 Jo Stubbs, Democratic Services Officer 
 
Also in attendance:  
 Leanne Bonner – Merry-Go-Round 
 Ben Bowers – Games Tech 
 
. Apologies for Absence 
  
 None 
  
. Declarations of interest by Members 
  
 None 
  
. Application for the Variation of a Gaming Machine 

Permit – Merry Go Round, Easington Road, 
Hartlepool, TS24 9AL – (Assistant Director, Regeneration) 

  
 In 2007 members of the Licensing Committee determined that applications 

for 4 or more gaming machines must be referred to a sub-committee for 
consideration.   An application had been submitted on behalf of Merry Go 
Round for an increase in the number of Category C gaming machines from 
four to five.   The Gambling Act 2005 requires that when considering permit 
applications licensing authorities give consideration to the licensing 
objectives as follows: 
 

a. Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being 
associated with crime or disorder or being used to support crime 

b. Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way 
c. Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed 

LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES AND DECISION RECORD 
 

12th September 2013 
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or exploited by gambling 
 
 Permit holders must also comply with the Gambling Commission’s Code of 
Practice in relation to the location and operation of machines. A copy of the 
Code of Practice was appended to the report 
 
Representatives from the premises and the machine suppliers were present 
at the meeting.  Members queried how staff at the premises would ensure 
that under-age gambling did not take place.  The Deputy General Manager, 
Ms Bonner, assured members that all staff were made aware as part of 
their induction training that under-18s were not permitted to use the 
gambling machines.  The premises operated a Challenge 25 policy in 
relation to the purchase of alcohol and use of the gambling machines.  All 
machines were directly in line of sight of the bar and floor staff would also 
patrol those areas regularly.  A floor plan of the premises showing the sites 
proposed for the machines was provided for members’ information.   If 
anyone appearing to be under age was found to be using the machines 
they would be asked to provide valid ID and if they were unable to do so 
would be asked to leave the machine.  Ms Bonner also gave members 
details of staffing arrangements at the premises. 
 
Decision 
 
That the application for the variation of a gaming machine permit in respect 
of the Merry Go Round be approved. 

  
 The meeting concluded at 10:10am. 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAIR 
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Report of: Director of Public Health  
 
Subject: APPLICATION TO TRANSFER A PREMISES 

LICENCE, 34 CHURCH STREET, HARTLEPOOL 
 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application to transfer a premises licence in respect of 34 

Church Street, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. SUMMARY OF APPLICATION 
 
2.1 Applicant: Mr Mohammed Hajajj 
 

Premises: Maram’s Pizzeria (formerly Mario’s) 
  34 Church Street 
  Hartlepool 
  TS24 7DG 

 
 
3. BACKGROUND 

 
3.1  The application is to transfer the premises licence for 34 Church Street from 

Mr Mousa Mousa to Mr Mohammed Hajajj.  A copy of the application is 
attached as Appendix 1. 

 
3.2 The current premises licence has been held by Mr Mousa Mousa since it was 

first granted in 2005. 
 
3.3  Cleveland Police have objected to the transfer on the grounds that granting 

the application would undermine the Crime Prevention objective. 
 
3.4 In summary the objection alleges Mr Hajajj has knowingly failed to comply 

with the conditions attached to his previous premises (77 Church Street) and, 
since moving into 34 Church Street, he has failed to comply with the 
conditions attached to that licence also. A copy of the objection is attached as 
Appendix 2.  

 
 
4. ISSUES 
 
4.1 As a valid objection has been received from Cleveland Police a hearing must 

be held for Members to consider it.  
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4.2 Having regard to the objection received, Members may only:  
 

i) Grant the application 
 ii) Reject the application, if Members consider it necessary for the 

 promotion of the crime prevention objective 
 
4.3 When making their determination, Members are reminded that they must only 

consider those aspects of the licence application that are relevant to the 
objection received. 

 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 That members consider any representations made by Cleveland Police and 

the applicant and determine whether the proposed transfer should be granted 
or rejected. 



4.1  Appendix 1
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4.1  Appendix 2
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