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Tree
Equity

What does Tree Equity
mean?

Tree Equity means ensuring that all people regardless of

income, race, age or location have access to the benefits that
trees provide.

It's all about planting and maintaining trees in the places that
need them the most, especially in communities that have

historically been underserved and overlooked in urban greening
efforts.




Tree The Tree Equity Score UK combines information from a variety of
sources to create a single measure from 0 to 100.
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Tree The Tree Equity for Hartlepool Project is the first of its kind in the UK to
use the Tree Equity tool comprehensively and town-wide, to form

rigorous plans for change for residents where trees are needed most.

||
Equ Ity for The project is being led by Tree for Cities and is part-funded by the

National Lottery Heritage Fund and The Linbury Trust.

HartIePOOI & Plant trees across at least 10 hectares in high priority

neighbourhoods to improve tree equity.

|
ProjeCt & Involve 1,500 local people in engagement and education

programmes to promote Hartlepool’'s natural heritage.
Update Hartlepool's previous Tree Strategy.
& Become a recognised Tree City of the World.

The project is running between February 2025 to May 2027,
advocating for urban trees, developing strategic documents, and
increasing canopy cover through tree planting with the community.
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Managing and building homes
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Public Survey

74% of people
said they
disagree that
trees are
spread fairly in
Hartlepool

At the start of the project, Trees for Cities carried out a public
survey to help shape the project and understand the desires of

the local community.

97% of people said

they agree that
trees, woodland and
hedgerows are an
important part of
Hartlepool

There were no
responses from
anyone under 18

An initial 529 responses,
geographically spread
throughout Hartlepool

83% of people said they
disagree that there are

enough trees in Hartlepool

Over 1000 individual points of
data from the question “Where
would you like to see new
trees planted?”
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Opportunity Mapping

Treeconomics carried out opportunity mapping to identify where
in Hartlepool we could plant trees. Over 1000 ha of plantable
space was identified.

& |dentified all areas of open space within Hartlepool
& Removed existing canopy cover and hard landscapes

& Removed unsuitable area of land such as sand, watercourse,
bridge, agricultural land etc

& Removed statutory designations such as battlefields, SSI's
etc

& Removed other areas such as allotments, bowling greens etc

& Tree equity scores were then overlaid to show areas of most
need

& The over 1000 data points from the public consultation were
added to create a ‘Desire Layer’.

What does this tell us? How did we do this?
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Opportunity Mapping

Where we could

Where trees are
wanted

Where we should
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Tree Planting 25 - 26

Total of 4,000 whips
and 44 standards
have been planted to
date, totalling 5.38
hectares.

Nearly 200 volunteers.




Tree 3-30-300 is a simple but transformative rule, proposed by Dr
Cecil Konijnendijk, a renowned urban forester from The
Netherlands. It is based on the idea that access to nature,

|
Eq u Ity for particularly trees and green spaces, offers numerous benefits,

including improved mental and physical health, increased

H a rtlepool biodiversity, and better climate resilience.
Project s

o
3-30-300

¢ See 3 trees from where they live

¢ Live in a neighbourhood that has at least
30% Canopy Cover

¢ Live within a 300m walk of a green open
space
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3-30-300 summary scores

v . 0 categories met

v . 3 trees only met

v . 307% canopy only met

v . 300m to greenspace only met

v 3 trees and 30% canopy met

v . 3 trees and 300m to greenspace met

v 307% canopy and 300m to greenspace met

v All categories met
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Urban Forest
Master Plan

TREE EQUITY FOR HARTLEPOOL
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The Tree Equity for Hartlepool Project the first of its kind in
the UK to deliver town wide, community driven Tree Equity
and that Hartlepool is in a real leadership position here
nationally. The community and people of the town have
shown real appetite and enthusiasm for this work, and now
that we have lit the spark the need to invest in the legacy is
key.

The Tree Equity for Hartlepool project is a great catalyst for
change; however, short-term interventions alone cannot
deliver lasting change. To secure the legacy of this work, the
need for a strategic, long-term plan was identified early in the
project. The Urban Forest Master Plan (UFMP) provides
this framework and its creation, is funded by the initial
funding.

The document has been created with Treeconomics and
Hartlepool Borough Council and It sets out a clear vision and
actionable priorities for the planting, maintenance, and
management of Hartlepool's trees over the coming decades.



Urban Forest
Master Plan

Where did we start?

Public consultation

& Online survey conducted at the start of the overall project
with 579 responses gathered on priorities for trees and
green spaces.

Working group

& A working group was formed to ensure the UFMP aligns
with operational needs. Contributors included officers from
HBC, Treeconomics, Trees for Cities and the Woodland
Trust.

Internal Consultation with Elected Members

& Dedicated Members’ Seminar held. Members reviewed
and helped shape: The vision, The aims and The strategic
direction of the UFMP.

External Stakeholder Engagement

& Workshop day with key partners: Parish councils, Social
housing providers, Charities and Community groups.
Gathered insights and strengthened collaboration.



