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Wednesday 3rd August 2016 
 

at 10.00am 
 

in Committee Room C 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
Councillors Cook, Hunter and Loynes 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION  
 
 3.1 Application for a new premises licence relating to 25-27 Church Square, 

Hartlepool – Director of Public Health 
 

 
4.  ANY OTHER ITEMS THE CHAIR CONSIDERS ARE URGENT 
 
 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

http://www.hartlepool.gov.uk/democraticservices


LICENSING ACT 2003  
 

 

Procedure for Hearings 
 

 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a representative of the 
Democratic Services Section shall establish the identity of those present, who 
they represent and who intends, or wishes to speak. 
 
 

1. The Chair’s opening comments, including introduction of Members of 
sub-committee and officers present. Explanation of the decision to be 
considered. 

 
2. The Director of Public Health shall outline the application, any relevant 

representations and relevancy to Licensing Policy and statutory 
guidance. 

 
3. Members ask any questions of the Director of Public Health.  

 
4. Applicant presents their case (either personally or via legal 

representation) and introduces witnesses where appropriate. 
 

5. Questions by Members to applicant and/or applicant’s witnesses. 
 

6. Representations by responsible bodies and/or interested parties and 
witnesses introduced where appropriate. 

 
7. Questions by Members to responsible bodies/interested parties and/or 

their witnesses. 
 

8. Parties may question and clarify issues raised with the consent of the 
Chair. 

 
9. If required, responsible bodies/interested parties to be given 

opportunity to sum up. 
 

10. If required, the applicant to be given opportunity to sum up. 
 

11. Members to have the opportunity to clarify any points raised. The Chair 
shall ask whether all parties are satisfied they have said all they wish 
to.  

 
12. Members to go into closed session to deliberate. 

 
13. Chair informs parties of their decision, with reasons. 
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Report of: Director of Public Health  
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE RELATING 

TO 25-27 CHURCH SQUARE, HARTLEPOOL  
 

 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider a new premises licence application for O’Malley’s Irish Bar, 25-27 

Church Square, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Applicant:  SC & J Trading Company Limited  
 
2.2 The applicant has applied for a new premises licence to carry out the 

following licensable activities:- 
 
 Supply of Alcohol (On and Off Sales)  Monday – Sunday 11:00 to 00:00 
 
 Regulated Entertainment    Monday – Sunday 11:00 to 00:00 
  

A copy of the application is attached as Appendix 1. 
 

2.3 When Hartlepool Borough Council took over responsibility for Alcohol 
Licensing in 2005 the premises was operating as a Public House authorised 
to sell alcohol from Monday to Thursday 11.00am – 2.00am and Friday to 
Sunday 11.00am – 4.00am. 

 
2.4 In 2009 the premises changed to a restaurant/cinema trading under the name 

of ‘Flix’ and, consequently, the terms and conditions of the premise licence 
were changed to reflect the change of use.  

 
2.5 This licence is still in force and authorises the sale of alcohol until 23:00 hours 

with a closing time of midnight. There are conditions attached to the licence 
which effectively restrict the use of the premises to being a cinema, with the 
sale of alcohol being an ancillary activity.  

 
2.6 In May 2016 SC & J Trading Company Limited transferred the premises 

licence into their name and re-branded the premises as ‘O’Malley’s Bar’. 
 
2.7 As the proposed operation of the new business is significantly different from 

the activities currently authorised on the premises licence, an application for a 
new licence has been submitted. 
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2.8 The new application has been advertised in the prescribed manner and two 
objections have been received – one from a local resident and one from 
Hartlepool Borough Council’s Environmental Protection Manager.  

 
 Copies of the representations are attached as Appendices 2 and 3. 

 
2.9 The objections that have been received refer to the potential impact of 

granting the variation on the following licensing objective: - 
 

 Prevention of Public Nuisance 
 
2.10 Among the issues specifically raised by the objectors is that the premises 

shares a party wall with a neighbouring residential property and that granting 
the new licence would result in noise disturbance. 

 
 
3. ISSUES 
 
3.1 As relevant representations have been received a hearing must be held for 

Members to consider them and determine whether, and under what terms, a 
new premises licence should be granted (unless all parties agree a hearing is 
unnecessary).  

 
3.2 As detailed above, there is already a licence in place for these premises but 

the times and conditions are not appropriate for the type of business that the 
applicant wishes to operate. 
 

3.3 Should the sub-committee choose to refuse this application, the current 
licence will remain in place. Should this application be approved, the applicant 
would have the choice of retaining both licences (but would be liable for two 
annual licence fees) or to surrender the current one. 
 

3.4 Amongst other things, the applicant has applied for live music and recorded 
music until midnight. Due to various licensing deregulation that has taken 
place in recent years, both live music and recorded music is now ‘deregulated’ 
between 08:00 and 23:00 hours. 
 

3.5 This means that no licence is required to provide live music and recorded 
music between these times and, as such, the sub-committee cannot prevent 
the activities taking place or attach conditions relating to those activities 
between 08:00 and 23:00 hours.  
 

3.6 It is possible, however, to refuse to license these activities, or attach 
conditions to them, for between 23:00 hours and midnight. 
 

3.7 Should these activities lead to a noise nuisance it would be for the Council’s 
Environmental Health department to investigate as it would with any other 
noise nuisance matter.  
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3.8 Members of the sub-committee are reminded that they must only consider 

those aspects of the objections that relate specifically to the four licensing 
objectives which are: - 

 
i) The prevention of crime and disorder 
ii) Public safety 
iii) The prevention of public nuisance, and 
iv) The protection of children from harm 
 

3.9 Having regard to the representations received, Members may take any of the 
following steps for the promotion of the licensing objectives: 

 
i) To approve the application in its entirety 
ii) To approve the application in part - with or without the addition of 

further conditions 
iii) To reject the whole or part of the application 

 
 
4. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
4.1 That Members consider the representations made by the applicant and the 

objectors and determine what aspects, if any, of the application should be 
granted and, if appropriate, what conditions, if any, should be attached. 
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