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30 June 2026

Meeting commenced
Time: 	(1:00pm)
Location: 	Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Hartlepool
Present:  
Councillor Amanda Napper (In the Chair)
Councillors  Michael Jorgeson, Karen Oliver and Martin Scarborough
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 4.2 Councillor Rob Darby was in attendance as substitute for Councillor Ronnie Buglass and Councillor Adam Gaines was in attendance as substitute for Councillor Sue Little.
Parish Council Co-Opted Members:
Lynn Noble (Dalton Piercy Parish Council) and Stephen Smith (Greatham Parish Council)		
Also Present: Councillors Carole Thompson and Chris Wallace.
Officers:	Kieran Bostock, Director of Neighbourhood and Regulatory Services
	Scott Parkes, Assistant Director (Neighbourhood Services)
	Sylvia Pinkney, Assistant Director (Regulatory Services)
	Angela Lucas, Principal Democratic Services and Legal Support Officer
	Jo Stubbs, Principal Democratic Services and Legal Support Officer


1. Apologies for Absence
Councillors Ronnie Buglass and Sue Little
2. Declarations of Interest
Councillor Jorgeson declared an interest in item 6.1 as a Ward Councillor.
3. Minutes
Minutes from 2 March 2026 – received. 
4. School Meals Review (Director of Neighbourhood and Regulatory Services)
Type of decision
Key
Purpose of Report
To request approval for the school meal price effective from September 2026
Issue(s) for consideration
Members were advised that the number of schools covered by the in-house catering service had reduced over the last 10 years as schools converted to academy status and either moved to private contractors at a lower cost or took on their own catering provision.  In September 2025 18 schools had used the Council service and 15 were expected to use it in 2026.  Currently the cost of each meal was subsidised by the Council.. The service is therefore running at a significant loss and this will only be exacerbated by the anticipated increases in pay and national insurance contributions.  It was also noted that 80% of meals sold in Hartlepool were eligible for free school meals.  Officers had explored the possibility of running a joint service with neighbouring local authorities but as they were in a similar position this was not feasible.  Members were therefore asked to select from 3 options to increase the meal price at various rates.  The recommended option, an increase of £3.43, would mean the school would need to pay an additional amount of 78p to cover every free school meal.  This was the lowest proposed option.  Schools were aware that the council would potentially be increasing their prices and had factored this into their budgets.
Members agreed to move into closed session to consider aspects of the report which were classed as exempt under (para 3) information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the authority holding that information).  Details are set out in the exempt minutes.
The meeting duly returned to open session for decisions.
Decision
1. That the price of a school meal be set at £3.43 from September 2026
2. Details contained in the exempt minutes.

5. 	Restriction of vehicular access to land at the rear of Bruntoft Avenue (Assistant Director (Regulatory Services))
	Type of decision
	Non-key
	Purpose of report
To prohibit vehicular access to the area of land to the rear of 21-89 (odds) Bruntoft Avenue, Hartlepool
	Issue(s) for consideration
Members were asked to approve the prohibition of vehicular access to the rear of Bruntoft Avenue.  Ward Councillors had approached officers requesting a long term solution to the constant fly tipping and deliberate fires in the area which leads to regular call outs from the fire brigade and Council’s cleansing team.  Enforcement had deployed 2 temporary CCTV cameras in and around the site access point but these had been stolen and/or damaged beyond repair.  Over 8 tonnes of waste had been removed as part of the Pride in Place initiative and Cleveland Fire Brigade had attended 53 fires between February 2025 and May 2026.  Previous gated access wherein residents were given access to keys had been unsuccessful with gates regularly left open and locks damaged. A limited number of properties use the site to access the rear of their properties and legally as the site is within HBC ownership residents have no formal rights of access.  Officers felt that the site was unsuitable for access by cars due to large pot holes and undulations and it had been noted that several garages to the rear had clearly not been used for some time.
Consultation had been carried out with the 39 properties affected.  Of the 16 responses 10 were in favour of the closures while the 6 against had cited concerns around disabled access.  However there was no evidence that the vehicles were accessing the rear of the property on a regular basis and officers thought it unlikely that vehicles other than wagons or 4x4  vehicles would be able to access the rear.  It was also highlighted that additional parking bays had previously been provided to the front of the properties.
Officers stressed that when new gates are installed that keys would not be provided to residents however, arrangements would be made for residents to remove vehicles or large items currently stores at the rear of their premises.
Access to this area would still be available for pedestrians.
Members acknowledged the need to prevent fly tipping and were supportive of the plans.  Concerns were raised around the cost and the possibility that this was simply move the problem to another area.  The Director of Neighbourhood and Regulatory Services advised that the estimated cost would be around £1200.  He noted that a similar initiative on West View Road had been successful and was confident this would also be.  If similar problems were being experienced by other areas action would be taken there too.  
	Decision
That the prohibition of vehicular access to the rear of 21-89 (odds) Bruntoft Avenue be approved and authority delegated to the Assistant Director of Legal and Governance to prepare and implement the necessary legal documentation to give effect to the closure.
7. 	Any other business which the Chairman considers urgent
West View Road – A member raised concerns at traffic in this area following another accident which had resulted in severe damage to a house.  The Director of Neighbourhood and Regulatory Services advised that a local safety scheme report was due to come to Committee in September.  Officers would look at police accident statistics across Hartlepool and make recommendations as to which areas need action on a prioritised basis.  West View Road was problematic as it was a main road and also abus route but action could be taken if felt appropriate.  He would pick these concerns up with police and suggested ward members undertake a physical speed watch in order to provide further evidence.
Stranton allotments – A member of the public raised concerns at gaps in the fencing leading directly onto Brierton Lane and Catcote Road which might pose a danger to children and young people.  The Director of Neighbourhood and Regulatory Services would take this up with the Director of Housing, Growth and Communities.  Advice was also given that safety concerns of this kind should be reported to the police.
Rat infestation – A member highlighted issues with rat infestations, particularly in the Victoria Ward area. Reports had been made to officers and on the portal but the problem was increasing.  Multiple visits from pest control were expensive and did not tackle the source of the problem.  She asked that a public education campaign take place and that private landlords be involved. The Director of Neighbourhood and Regulatory Services advised that work was underway on a public information campaign and he would be happy to bring a report to a future committee.  The cost of pest control could potentially be covered through house insurance.  Suggestions that organic traps be laid in back streets were dismissed Pest control uses bait which cannot be laid in public spaces such as back street due to concerns that domesticated pets or children might access it and it would preferable to educate residents not to leave litter in these areas as this can provid a source of food and harbourage  to rodents.  However rats are unlikely to be in the back streets due to lack of harbourage and are more likely to be found  living in a yard or property.. A member asked that empty properties also be checked as potential nesting grounds.
Duke Street – The Chair noted there had been a number of raids and was concerned that there had been an incident at Kullars involving threats to the shop workers.  It was highlighted that investigations on retail crime had recently been completed by Audit and Governance Committee and Safer Hartlepool Partnership.  A member called for a commitment to Selective Landlord Licensing by the Council as this legislation would protect areas against drug dealers.  Action had been taken by police regards the Kullars incident and a suspect had been arrested.
The meeting concluded at 2:35 pm
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