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Friday 12th October 2018 
 

at 2.00 pm 
 

in Committee Room A, 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool 

 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
 
Councillors Hall, Hunter and T Richardson 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
 
2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 

3.1 Application for Variation of Premises Licence – 152 Northgate, Hartlepool – 
Assistant Director (Environment and Neighbourhood Services) 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 



LICENSING ACT 2003  
 
 

Procedure for Review Hearings 
 
 
 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a representative of the Democratic 
Services Section shall establish the identity of those present, who they represent and 
who intends, or wishes to speak. 
 
 

1. The Chair’s opening comments, including introduction of Members of sub-
committee and officers present. Explanation of the decision to be considered. 

 
2. The Assistant Director (Environment & Neighbourhood Services) outlines the 

application, any relevant representations and relevancy to Licensing Policy 
and statutory guidance. 

 
3. Members ask any questions of the Assistant Director (Environment & 

Neighbourhood Services).  
 

4. Applicant for Review presents their case (either personally or via legal 
representation) and introduces witnesses where appropriate. 

 
5. Questions by Members to applicant and/or applicant’s witnesses. 

 
6. Representations by responsible bodies and/or interested parties and 

witnesses introduced where appropriate. 
 

7. Questions by Members to responsible bodies/interested parties and/or their 
witnesses. 

 
8. Licence/Club Certificate holder presents their case (either personally or via 

legal representation) and introduces witnesses where appropriate. 
 
9. Parties may question and clarify issues raised with the consent of the Chair. 

 
10. If required, applicant/responsible bodies/interested parties to be given 

opportunity to sum up. 
 

11. If required, the Licence /Club Certificate holder to be given opportunity to sum 
up. 

 
12. Members to have the opportunity to clarify any points raised. The Chair shall 

ask whether all parties are satisfied they have said all they wish to.  
 

13. Members to go into closed session to deliberate. 
 

14. Chair informs parties of their decision, with reasons. 
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Report of: Assistant Director (Environment & Neighbourhood 
Services)  

 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF PREMISES 

LICENCE – 152 NORTHGATE, HARTLEPOOL 

 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application for the variation of a premises licence in respect of 

152 Northgate, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. SUMMARY OF APPLICATION 
 
2.1 Applicant: Mr Ranga Gunamuthu 
 

Premises: 152 Northgate 
  Hartlepool 

 
2.2 The applicant has applied to extend the hours for the supply of alcohol as 

follows: - 
 
 Supply of Alcohol (Off sales) 
 
 Monday – Sunday  0800 – 2300 hours 
 
 A copy of the application is attached as Appendix 1. 
 
2.3 The current licence authorises the following activities: - 
 

 Supply of Alcohol (Off sales) 
 
 Monday – Sunday  0900 – 2200 hours 
  
 A copy of the current licence is attached as Appendix 2. 

 
2.4 Street view images of the premises are attached as Appendix 3. The 
 premises to which this application relates is identified on the photographs as 
 ‘Dimensions’ as they were taken before the premises converted to the current 
 shop. 
 
 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1  The current premises licence was granted in May 2016 following a licensing 

sub-committee hearing.   
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3.2  The application to extend the licensed hours of the premises was advertised 
in the prescribed manner and one representation was received – from Mr 
Simon Watson who lives directly above the property. 

 
3.3  Mr Watson’s representation is attached as Appendix 4 and in it he refers to 

noise emanating from the licensed premises. 
 
3.4  When the initial application for the grant of the licence was made in 2016, the 

application was for trading hours of 0800 – 2300 hours and Mr Watson was, 
again, the sole objector. 

 
3.5  Following consideration of the evidence at the hearing in 2016, the sub-

committee determined to grant a licence of 0900 – 2200 hours. 
 
 
4. ISSUES 
 
4.1 As a relevant representation has been received a hearing must be held for 

Members to consider it (unless all parties agree a hearing is unnecessary). 
 

4.2 Members attention is drawn to the Council’s current Licensing Policy which 
states in paragraph 4.25: - 
 

 The licensing authority does not accept that longer opening hours have been 
a benefit to Hartlepool but rather that they place an undue and unnecessary 
strain on the local transport infrastructure, Accident & Emergency services 
and law enforcement agencies and creates a nuisance for those residents 
who are affected by the general operation of a premises or from revellers 
returning home during the early hours. 

 
Shops, stores and supermarkets will in general be licensed to provide sales of 
alcohol for consumption off the premises at any time when the retail outlet is 
open for shopping but licences for before 9:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. in 
residential areas will generally be refused.  
 

4.3 Following consideration of the application, relevant representations and any 
comments of the licence holder, Members may take such steps as they 
consider necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives. 
 

4.4 The sub-committee may take any of the following steps: - 
 

i) Grant the application without amendment 
ii) Grant the application in part and/or with conditions or amended 

conditions   
iii) Refuse the application 
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4.5 The licensing objectives are: 
 

i) The prevention of crime and disorder 
ii) Public safety 
iii) The prevention of public nuisance, and 
iv) The protection of children from harm 
 

 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 That members consider the representations made by the applicant and Mr 

Watson and determine what aspects, if any, of the proposed application 
should be granted and, if appropriate, what conditions, if any, should be 
attached. 
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THE LICENSING ACT 2003 

 

PREMISES LICENCE (PART A) 
 
 

Premises licence number 
 

HART/PS/494 

 
 Part 1 -  Premises details 

Postal address of premises or, if none, ordnance survey map reference, or 
description 
 
 152 Northgate 
  
 

Post Town  Hartlepool 
 

Post Code TS24 0EJ 

Telephone number   
 

 

Where the licence is time limited the dates 
 
      N/A 
 

 

Licensable activities authorised by the licence. Any entertainment authorised by 
this licence is limited to indoors only, unless stated otherwise. 
 
      Supply of Alcohol 
 
 
This licence does not authorise the provision of adult entertainment. 

 

The time the licence authorises the carrying out of licensable activities.  
 
 Monday – Sunday   09:00 – 22:00 
 

 

The opening hours of the premises 
 
  Monday – Sunday   08:00 – 23:00 
 

 

Where the licence authorises supplies of alcohol whether these are on and / or off 
supplies 
 
  Off Sales 
 

 

Appendix 2 
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Name, (registered) address, telephone number and email (where relevant) of 
holder of premises licence 
 
      Mr Ranga Jayarathne Gunamuthu 
  43 Hartington Road 
  Stockton on Tees 
  TS18 1HD 
 
  Email: ranga-jayarathne@yahoo.com 
 

 

Registered number of holder, for example company number, charity number 
(where applicable) 
 
      N/A 
 

 

Name, address and telephone number of designated premises supervisor where 
the premises licence authorises the supply of alcohol 
 
      Mr Ranga Jayarathne Gunamuthu 
  43 Hartington Road 
  Stockton on Tees 
  TS18 1HD 
 

 

Personal licence number and issuing authority of personal licence held by 
designated premises supervisor where the premises licence authorizes for the 
supply of alcohol 
 
      SBC144908 
  Stockton Borough Council 
 

 
 
 
Date licence granted:  21st February 2018 
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ANNEX 1 – Mandatory Conditions 
 
1.  No supply of alcohol may be made under the premises licence- 

 
 (a) 

 
(b) 

at a time when there is no designated premises supervisor in respect of the 
premises licence, or 
at a time when the designated premises supervisor does not hold a 
personal licence or his personal licence is suspended 
 

  Every supply of alcohol under the premises licence must be made or 
authorised by a person who holds a personal licence. 
 

   
2. (1) The premises licence holder or club premises certificate holder shall ensure 

that an age verification policy is adopted in respect of the premises in 
relation to the sale or supply of alcohol. 
 

 (2) The designated premises supervisor in relation to the premises licence 
must ensure that the supply of alcohol at the premises is carried on in 
accordance with the age verification policy. 
 

 (3) The policy must require individuals who appear to the responsible person 
to be under 18 years of age (or such older age as may be specified in the 
policy) to produce on request, before being served alcohol, identification 
bearing their photograph ,date of birth and either- 
 
(a) a holographic mark, or 
(b) an ultraviolet feature. 
 

   
3. (1) 

 

 
(2) 
 

(a) 
 
 

(b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(c) 
 
 

A relevant person shall ensure that no alcohol is sold or supplied for 
consumption on or off the premises for a price which is less than the 
permitted price.  
For the purposes of the condition set out in paragraph 1—  
 “duty” is to be construed in accordance with the Alcoholic Liquor Duties Act 
1979;  
 “permitted price” is the price found by applying the formula—  

 
where—  

(I) P is the permitted price,  
(II) D is the rate of duty chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the 

duty were charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol, 
and  

(III) V is the rate of value added tax chargeable in relation to the alcohol 
as if the value added tax were charged on the date of the sale or 
supply of the alcohol;  

 
“relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is 
in force a premises licence—  
 
(i) the holder of the premises licence,  
(ii) the designated premises supervisor (if any) in respect of such a 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2014/9780111109120/images/ukdsi_9780111109120_en_001
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(d) 
 
 
 
(e) 
 

 
(3) 
 
 
 
 
 
(4) 
 

 licence, or  

(iii) the personal licence holder who makes or authorises a supply of 
 alcohol under such a licence;  
 
“relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is 
in force a club premises certificate, any member or officer of the club 
present on the premises in a capacity which enables the member or officer 
to prevent the supply in question; and  
“valued added tax” means value added tax charged in accordance with the 
Value Added Tax Act 1994.  
 

Where the permitted price given by Paragraph (b) of paragraph 2 would 
(apart from this paragraph) not be a whole number of pennies, the price 
given by that sub-paragraph shall be taken to be the price actually given by 
that sub-paragraph rounded up to the nearest penny.  

 

(1)  Sub-paragraph (2) applies where the permitted price given by 
Paragraph (b) of paragraph 2 on a day (“the first day”) would be different 
from the permitted price on the next day (“the second day”) as a result of a 
change to the rate of duty or value added tax.  

 

(2) The permitted price which would apply on the first day applies to sales 
or supplies of alcohol which take place before the expiry of the period of 14 
days beginning on the second day.  
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ANNEX 2 – Conditions consistent with the Operating Schedule 
 
1.  CCTV will be provided in the form of a recordable system, capable of 

providing pictures of evidential quality in all lighting conditions.  Cameras 
will encompass all entrances and exits to the premises including fire exits, 
and areas where the sale of alcohol occurs.  Equipment must be 
maintained in good working order, be correctly time and date stamped.  All 
recordings must be kept in date order for a period of 31 days.  There must 
be at all times a member of staff on duty who is trained in the use of the 
equipment who can on request of a responsible authority such as (but not 
exclusively) Cleveland Police produce the footage within a reasonable time. 
 

2.  All staff will be fully trained on a 6 monthly basis ad must include the laws 
relating to the sale of alcohol to underage persons, persons buying on 
behalf of under 18s (proxy sales), persons appearing to be under the 
influence of alcohol and also the operation of the associated ‘Challenge 25’ 
policy.  Staff will receive refresher training at least every 6 months. 
 

3.  Training records, signed by both the staff member and the Designated 
Premise Supervisor/Store Manager/Business Owner will be retained for 
future reference and shall be updated at least every 6 months.  All staff 
training records will be made available to the Licensing Authority and/or 
responsible Authorities upon request.   
 

4.  A ‘Refusals Book’ shall be provided and completed for all instances where 
the sale of Alcohol has been refused.  The ‘date’ and ‘time’ of the 
attempted sale and a description of the incident must be recorded in the 
book.  The Designated Premises Licence Supervisor, Store Manager or 
Business Owner shall check and sign each page of the book and make it 
available for inspection to the Licensing Authority and/or Responsible 
Authorities. 
 

5.  There will be a minimum of two notices displayed on the premises 
indicating that the sale of alcohol to those under the age of 18 is illegal and 
those adults who buy alcohol for immediate disposal to those under 18 are 
committing an offence. 
  

6.  A “Challenge 25”, policy will be implemented with all staff insisting on 
evidence of age from any person appearing to be under 25 years of age 
and who is attempting to buy alcohol.  There shall be notices displayed at 
all points of sale and at all entrances and exits to inform customers and 
remind staff that the premises is operating a “Challenge 25” policy.  Only 
valid Passport UK “photo card style” driving licences, PASS approved 
proof-of-age cards of Ministry of Defence “Form 90” identification Cards 
shall be accepted as proof of age. 
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ANNEX 3 – Conditions attached after a hearing by the Licensing Authority 
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ANNEX 4 - Plans 
 
 
 
 
YOU ARE REMINDED THAT IT IS YOUR LEGAL OBLIGATION TO ATTACH THE 
CURRENT ‘PLAN’ TO THIS PREMISES LICENCE AND KEEP THIS LICENCE (OR A 
CERTIFIED COPY) IN A SECURE PLACE AT THE LICENSED PREMISES. 
 
IT IS AN OFFENCE NOT TO PRODUCE YOUR PREMISES LICENCE (INCLUDING 
THE PLAN) UPON REQUEST BY A POLICE OFFICER, LOCAL AUTHORITY OFFICER 
OR AUTHORISED PERSON. 
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