
CIVIC CENTRE EVACUATION AND ASSEMBLY PROCEDURE 
In the event of a fire alarm or a bomb alarm, please leave by the nearest emergency exit as directed by Council Officers. 
A Fire Alarm is a continuous ringing.  A Bomb Alarm is a continuous tone. 
The Assembly Point for everyone is Victory Square by the Cenotaph.  If the meeting has to be evacuated, please 
proceed to the Assembly Point so that you can be safely accounted for. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 22nd October 2021 
 

at 1.30pm 
 

in the Council Chamber, 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool. 

 
A limited number of members of the public will be able to attend the meeting with 

spaces being available on a first come, first served basis. Those wishing to attend the 
meeting should phone (01429) 523568 or (01429) 523019 by midday on Thursday 21st 

October and name and address details will be taken for  
NHS Test and Trace purposes. 

 
You should not attend the meeting if you are required to self-isolate of are displaying any 

COVID-19 symptoms such as (a high temperature, new and persistent cough, or a loss 
of/change in sense of taste or smell), even if these symptoms are mild. If you, or 

anyone you live with, have one or more of these symptoms you should follow the 
NHS guidance on testing. 

 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
Councillors Cook, Feeney and Loynes 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
 
2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 

3.1 Application for a new premises licence – Sweet Munchies, 124 Oxford Road, 
Hartlepool – Assistant Director, Regulatory Services 

 
 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/


 
 

 

LICENSING ACT 2003  
 
 

Procedure for Hearings 
 
 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a representative of the Democratic Services 
Section shall establish the identity of those present, who they represent and who intends, 
or wishes to speak. 
 
 

1. The Chair’s opening comments, including introduction of Members of sub-
committee and officers present. Explanation of the decision to be considered. 

 
2. The Assistant Director (Environment & Neighbourhood Services), or 

representative shall outline the application, any relevant representations and 
relevancy to Licensing Policy and statutory guidance. 

 
3. Members ask any questions of the Assistant Director (Environment & 

Neighbourhood Services), or representative.  
 

4. Applicant presents their case (either personally or via legal representation) and 
introduces witnesses where appropriate. 

 
5. Questions by Members to applicant and/or applicant’s witnesses. 

 
6. Representations by responsible bodies and/or interested parties and witnesses 

introduced where appropriate. 
 

7. Questions by Members to responsible bodies/interested parties and/or their 
witnesses. 

 
8. Parties may question and clarify issues raised with the consent of the Chair. 

 
9. If required, responsible bodies/interested parties to be given opportunity to sum 

up. 
 

10. If required, the applicant to be given opportunity to sum up. 
 

11. Members to have the opportunity to clarify any points raised. The Chair shall ask 
whether all parties are satisfied they have said all they wish to.  

 
12. Members to go into closed session to deliberate. 

 
13. Chair informs parties of their decision, with reasons. 
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Report of: Assistant Director (Regulatory Services)  
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE -  
 SWEET MUNCHIES, 124 OXFORD ROAD, 

HARTLEPOOL 

 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application for a new premises licence in respect of Sweet 

Munchies, 124 Oxford Road, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. SUMMARY OF APPLICATION 
 
2.1 Applicant: Sweet Munchies Ltd 
 

Premises: 124 Oxford Road 
  Hartlepool 
 

2.2 The applicant has applied for a licence for the off sales of alcohol between 1400 
hours and 2300 hours seven days a week. 

  
A copy of the application is attached as Appendix 1. 
 
A map of the area is attached as Appendix 2 and street view images of the 
property are attached as Appendix 3. 

 
2.3 The premises to which the application applies has not previously been 

licensed to sell alcohol. 
 
 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 The application has been advertised in the prescribed manner and two 

representations have been received (attached as Appendices 4 and 5).  
 
3.2 Negotiations also took place between the applicant and Cleveland Police and 

the Council’s Trading Standards department resulting in conditions being 
agreed requiring the use of CCTV cameras and various measures to prevent 
the sale of alcohol to children. 
 

 
4. ISSUES 
 
4.1 As relevant representations have been received, a hearing must be held for 

Members to consider the application (unless all parties agree a hearing is 
unnecessary). 
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4.2 Members attention is drawn to Hartlepool Borough Council’s Licensing Policy 

which states the following in respect of licensed hours: - 
 
 ‘The licensing authority does not accept that longer opening hours have been 

a benefit to Hartlepool but rather that they place an undue and unnecessary 
strain on the local transport infrastructure, Accident & Emergency services 
and law enforcement agencies and creates a nuisance for those residents 
who are affected by the general operation of a premises or from revellers 
returning home during the early hours. 

 
Shops, stores and supermarkets will in general be licensed to provide sales of 
alcohol for consumption off the premises at any time when the retail outlet is 
open for shopping but licences for before 9:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. in 
residential areas will generally be refused. In addition, licence applications 
for the supply of alcohol for consumption on the premises for before 9:00 a.m. 
or after 11:30 p.m. in residential areas will generally be refused. 
 
In non residential areas applications for licences to allow the sale of alcohol or 
the supply of late night refreshment beyond 2:00 a.m. will normally be refused 
subject to relevant representations being received.’ 
 

4.3 Having regard to the representations received, Members may take any of the 
following steps for the promotion of the licensing objectives: 

 
i) To approve the application in its entirety 
ii) To approve the application in part - with or without the addition of 

further conditions 
iii) To reject the whole or part of the application 

  
4.4 The licensing objectives are: 
 

i) The prevention of crime and disorder 
ii) Public safety 
iii) The prevention of public nuisance, and 
iv) The protection of children from harm 

 
4.5 Members are reminded that they must only consider those aspects of the 

licence application that are relevant to the representations received. 
 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 That Members consider the representations made by the applicant and the 

objectors and determine what aspects, if any, of the application should be 
granted and, if appropriate, what conditions, if any, should be attached. 
  



3.1 Appendix 1









































3.1 Appendix 2 

 

 



3.1 Appendix 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3.1 Appendix 4 
 
Dear Licensing Department, 
 
I would like to strongly object to the application for an alcohol license for this ‘sweet shop’ on Oxford 
road. 
 
The shop is clearly already aimed at ‘the younger generation’ and for this reason I believe that to mix 
alcohol with the clientele they originally set out to serve, would be a grave error of judgement. 
 
Also, there are numerous shops selling alcohol around the same vicinity that alcohol is available at. 
Surely common sense will prevail here. 
 
There is already a massive problem with alcohol and drug dependence in this area. 
 
Please do not grant this license as I predict that if you do you will be opening a Pandora’s box for 
more serious dependency at a younger age in our area. 
 

 



3.1 Appendix 5 
 

 

We, Light Pear Limited operate two businesses from the year 2011 in this area. One 

business at 119 Cornwall Street, Hartlepool, TS25 5RN which is an off-license store alongside 

a Post Office. The second business is a Best One store holding at the address of 129 Oxford 

Road, Hartlepool, TS25 5RP which is situated just opposite Sweet Munchies.  

 

We are writing to you to oppose this application for the following reasons: 

 

1) Last year, you issued the same license to a newsagents a couple doors down 
between our stores and the Spar which is on the same road. This caused array of 
problems in that area as they sell alcohol at cut down price. Problems including 
increased theft, armed robbery, and related crimes.  

2) We pay the appropriate VAT every quarter of more than £5000 and hold all the 
required paperwork. Our concerns are to sell alcohol at the price the above 
newsagents sell at, it would be somewhat impossible to cover the expenses of the 
business. At the time which this newsagent applied for this license we did not 
oppose however we very much feel the implications of not opposing at the time. We 
fear should this application be successful this will happen again.  

3) This area alone has enough if not too many alcohol selling premises. We are 
currently building flats above one of our businesses after being granted planning 
permission henceforth as residents in this area we do not need nor is it necessary to 
have any more off-licenses.  

4) Sweet Munchies is a cake shop, a shop which employs underage kids at the counter. 
Should this application be successful, this could be a potential risk to the community.   

5) From a healthy and safety standpoint, the space of Sweet Munchies is far too small 
to sell alcohol alongside fresh cakes.  

 

Finally, we do not wish to be in the way for other businesses to be successful however there 

is a genuine concern and risk to this area and the people within this community, some of 

which we employ who have expressed their concerns also. For the reasons stated above we 

would like to object for Sweet Munchies to be granted this premises license.  

 

Should you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact 
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