
CIVIC CENTRE EVACUATION AND ASSEMBLY PROCEDURE 
In the event of a fire alarm or a bomb alarm, please leave by the nearest emergency exit as directed by Council Officers. 
A Fire Alarm is a continuous ringing.  A Bomb Alarm is a continuous tone. 
The Assembly Point for everyone is Victory Square by the Cenotaph.  If the meeting has to be evacuated, please 
proceed to the Assembly Point so that you can be safely accounted for. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 8th February 2022 
 

at 2.00pm 
 

in the Council Chamber, 
Civic Centre, Hartlepool. 

 
A limited number of members of the public will be able to attend the meeting with 

spaces being available on a first come, first served basis. Those wishing to attend the 
meeting should phone (01429) 523568 or (01429) 523019 by midday on Monday 7th 

February and name and address details will be taken for  
NHS Test and Trace purposes. 

 
You should not attend the meeting if you are required to self-isolate of are displaying any 

COVID-19 symptoms such as (a high temperature, new and persistent cough, or a loss 
of/change in sense of taste or smell), even if these symptoms are mild. If you, or 

anyone you live with, have one or more of these symptoms you should follow the 
NHS guidance on testing. 

 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
Councillors Elliott, Fleming and Prince. 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
 
2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 

3.1 Application for the review of a premises licence – Charlies, 44A Duke Street, 
Hartlepool – Assistant Director, Regulatory Services 

 
 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/


LICENSING ACT 2003  
 
 

Procedure for Review Hearings 
 
 
 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a representative of the Democratic 
Services Section shall establish the identity of those present, who they represent and 
who intends, or wishes to speak. 
 
 

1. The Chair’s opening comments, including introduction of Members of sub-
committee and officers present. Explanation of the decision to be considered. 

 
2. The Assistant Director (Environment & Neighbourhood Services) outlines the 

application, any relevant representations and relevancy to Licensing Policy 
and statutory guidance. 

 
3. Members ask any questions of the Assistant Director (Environment & 

Neighbourhood Services).  
 

4. Applicant for Review presents their case (either personally or via legal 
representation) and introduces witnesses where appropriate. 

 
5. Questions by Members to applicant and/or applicant’s witnesses. 

 
6. Representations by responsible bodies and/or interested parties and 

witnesses introduced where appropriate. 
 

7. Questions by Members to responsible bodies/interested parties and/or their 
witnesses. 

 
8. Licence/Club Certificate holder presents their case (either personally or via 

legal representation) and introduces witnesses where appropriate. 
 
9. Parties may question and clarify issues raised with the consent of the Chair. 

 
10. If required, applicant/responsible bodies/interested parties to be given 

opportunity to sum up. 
 

11. If required, the Licence /Club Certificate holder to be given opportunity to sum 
up. 

 
12. Members to have the opportunity to clarify any points raised. The Chair shall 

ask whether all parties are satisfied they have said all they wish to.  
 

13. Members to go into closed session to deliberate. 
 

14. Chair informs parties of their decision, with reasons. 
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Report of: Assistant Director, Regulatory Services 
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR THE REVIEW OF A PREMISES 

LICENCE – CHARLIES, 44A DUKE STREET, 
HARTLEPOOL 

 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application for the review of a premises licence in respect of 

Charlies, 44a Duke Street, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. SUMMARY OF APPLICATION 
 
2.1 Party requesting review: Hartlepool Borough Council Trading Standards  
 
2.2 A copy of the review application is attached as Appendix 1. 
 
2.3 A copy of the premises licence is attached as Appendix 2. 
 
2.4 Street View images of the premises are attached as Appendix 3 and a map 
 showing the premises location is attached as Appendix 4. 
 
2.5 The application for review refers to the following licensing objectives: 
 
  - The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 

- The Protection of Children from Harm 
   
 
3. ISSUES 
 
3.1 An application for the review of a licence is made under Section 51 of the 

Licensing Act 2003. The application must be made by either a Responsible 
Authority or any other person as defined by the Act. In this case, the 
application has been made by Hartlepool Borough Council’s Trading 
Standards department which is a Responsible Authority. 

 
3.2 The application must also relate to at least one of the Act’s ‘licensing 

objectives’ which are: - 
 

i) The prevention of crime and disorder; 
ii) Public safety; 
iii) The prevention of public nuisance; and 
iv) The protection of children from harm 
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3.3 The Trading Standards department is alleging that on 2nd November 2021, an 

undercover modern apprentice, aged 18 years old, and employed by 
Hartlepool Borough Council, was asked to visit Charlies to see if she could 
purchase a ‘Geek Bar’ or a ‘Geek Bar Pro’. 

 
3.4 ‘Geek Bars’ are disposable electronic cigarettes and are age restricted 

products – meaning they cannot be sold to anyone under the age of 18 years. 
 
3.5 ‘Geek Bar Pros’ are illegal in the UK due to the amount of nicotine they 

contain. 
 
3.6 The volunteer apprentice visited Charlies and purchased a Geek Bar Pro 

without being asked to confirm her age in any way. 
 
3.7 Immediately following the sale, two Senior Trading Standards Officers entered 

the premises and seized a quantity of Geek Bar Pros. While they were there, 
it is alleged that a number of young children entered the shop attempting to 
purchase geek bars (an age restricted product). 

 
3.8 By selling a Geek Bar Pro to an 18 year old, Charlies did not commit an 

offence under the Licensing Act as nicotine delivery devices (such as geek 
bars, vapes and even cigarettes) are not ‘licensable products’ and are not 
regulated by the Act. 

    
3.9 However, it is the contention of Trading Standards that the shop’s failure to 

verify the age of the 18 year old apprentice, when she was attempting to 
purchase an age restricted product (a geek bar), combined with the number of 
children who attended the premises when Trading Standards were there, and 
other evidence available, causes a concern that alcohol (a licensable product) 
may be sold to underage people without age verification checks being carried 
out. 

 
3.10 Following consideration of all of the evidence presented, the steps available to 

the licensing sub-committee are: - 
 

 To take no action; 
 To modify the conditions on the licence; 
 To remove the Designated Premises Supervisor; 
 To suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months; 
 To revoke the licence. 

 
 
4. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
4.1 That Members consider the representations made by the applicant and the 

licence holder and determine what action, if any, should be taken.  
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3.1 Appendix 2 
 
 

THE LICENSING ACT 2003 
 

PREMISES LICENCE (PART A) 
 
 

Premises licence number 
 HART/PS/090 
 
 Part 1 -  Premises details 
Postal address of premises or, if none, ordnance survey map reference, or description 
 
  Charlies  
  44A Duke Street 
 
Post Town  Hartlepool 
 

Post code TS26 8UP 

Telephone number  
  01429 233849 
 
 
Where the licence is time limited the dates 
 
        N/A      
      
 
 
Licensable activities authorised by the licence 
 
        Alcohol Sales 
 
  Off-Licence 
 
 
The time the licence authorises the carrying out of licensable activities 
 
Alcohol Sales 
 
Off-Licence  Monday – Saturday  0800 – 2300 
   Sunday   1000 – 2230 
   Christmas Day  1200 – 1500 
       1900 – 2230 
   Good Friday   0800 – 2230 
 
 
The opening hours of the premises 
 
   At the discretion of the licensee 
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Where the licence authorises supplies of alcohol whether these are on and / or off supplies 
 
   Off Sales  
 
 
Name, (registered) address, telephone number and email (where relevant) of holder of premises 
licence 
 
   Abdul Khaliq Rizwan 
    
 
Registered number of holder, for example company number, charity number (where applicable) 
 
   N/A 
           
 
Name, address and telephone number of designated premises supervisor where the premises 
licence authorises the supply of alcohol 
 
        Abdul Khaliq Rizwan 
    
 
 
Personal licence number and issuing authority of personal licence held by designated premises 
supervisor where the premises licence authorises for the supply of alcohol 
 
  
 
 
 
Date licence granted: 24th May 2019 



PREM09 3 

 
ANNEX 1 – Mandatory Conditions 
 
1.  No supply of alcohol may be made under the premises licence- 

 
 (a) 

 
(b) 

at a time when there is no designated premises supervisor in respect of the 
premises licence, or 
at a time when the designated premises supervisor does not hold a 
personal licence or his personal licence is suspended 
 

  Every supply of alcohol under the premises licence must be made or 
authorised by a person who holds a personal licence. 
 

2. (1) The premises licence holder or club premises certificate holder shall ensure 
that an age verification policy applies to the premises in relation to the sale 
or supply of alcohol. 
 

 (2) The policy must require individuals who appear to the responsible person 
to be under 18 years of age (or such older age as may be specified in the 
policy) to produce on request, before being served alcohol, identification 
bearing their photograph, date of birth and a holographic mark. 
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ANNEX 2 – Conditions consistent with the Operating Schedule 
 
 
1. Alcohol shall not be sold or supplied for Off Sales, except during permitted hours 
 
 The above restrictions do not prohibit: 
 (a) during the first twenty minutes after the above hours, the taking of the alcohol 
 from the premises, unless the alcohol is supplied or taken in an open vessel; 
 (b) the ordering of alcohol to be consumed off the premises, or the despatch by 
 the vendor of the alcohol so ordered;  
 (c) the sale of alcohol to a trader or club for the purposes of the trade or club; 
 (d) the sale or supply of alcohol to any canteen or mess, being a canteen in which the 
 sale or supply of alcohol is carried out under the authority of the Secretary of State 
 or an authorised mess of members of Her Majesty’s naval, military or air forces;  
 
 
2. Alcohol shall not be sold in an open container or be consumed in the licensed 
 premises. 
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ANNEX 3 – Conditions attached after a hearing by the Licensing Authority 
 
 
None 
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ANNEX 4 - Plans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOU ARE REMINDED THAT IT IS YOUR LEGAL OBLIGATION TO ATTACH THE 
CURRENT ‘PLAN’ TO THIS PREMISES LICENCE AND KEEP THIS LICENCE (OR A 
CERTIFIED COPY) IN A SECURE PLACE AT THE LICENSED PREMISES. 
 
IT IS AN OFFENCE NOT TO PRODUCE YOUR PREMISES LICENCE (INCLUDING 
THE PLAN) UPON REQUEST BY A POLICE OFFICER, LOCAL AUTHORITY OFFICER 
OR AUTHORISED PERSON. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3.1 Appendix 3 
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