
PLEASE NOTE VENUE 

06.12.11 C HILDSRVSFRM AGENDA 
  Hartlepool Bor ough Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Monday 11th Decem ber 2006 

 
at 2.00 pm 

 
in the Comm unity Room, Central Library 

York Road, Hartlepool 
 
 
MEMBERS: CHILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY FORUM: 
 
Councillors  Brash, S Cook, Fleet, Griffin, Laffey, London, Preece, Rogan, Shaw , M 
Waller and Young 
 
Co-opted Members: 
 
Elizabeth Barraclough, Dav id Relton and Jesse Smith 
 
Res ident Representatives : 
 
John Ca mbr idge, Evelyn Leck and Michael Ward 
 
 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
3. MINUTES 
 
 3.1 To confirm the m inutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2006. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY 
FORUM AGENDA 



PLEASE NOTE VENUE 

06.12.11 C HILDSRVSFRM AGENDA 
  Hartlepool Bor ough Council 

 
4. RESPONSES FROM THE COUNCIL, THE EXECUTIVE OR COMMITTEES OF THE 

COUNCIL TO FINAL REPORTS OF THIS FORUM 
 
 None 
 
 
5. CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST FOR SCRUTINY REVIEWS REFERRED VIA 

SCRUTINY CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE 
 
 None 
 
 
6. CONSIDERATION OF PROGRESS REPORTS / BUDGET AND POLICY 

FRAMEWORK DOCUMENTS 
 
 None 
 
 
7. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
 7.1 Draft Final Report - Rai sing Boys’ Achievements – Bridging the Gender Gap - 

Chair of the Children’s Services Scrutiny Forum 
 
  
8. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS ARE URGENT 
 
 
 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
 
 i) Date of Next Meeting Monday 8 January 2006, commencing at 4.00 pm in 

the Main Hall, Owton Manor Community Centre, Wynyard Road, Hartlepool. 
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Present: 
 
Councillor:  Jane Shaw (In the Chair) 
 
Councillors: Jonathan Brash, Shaun Cook, Mary Fleet, Frances London, 

Arthur Preece and Maureen Waller 
 
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 4.2(ii) Councillor Dennis Waller 
attended as a substitute for Sheila Griffin. 
 
Co-opted Members: 
 Elizabeth Barraclough 
 
Resident Representatives: 
 Evelyn Leck 
 
Also Present: Chris Simmons, Governor, West View Primary School 
 
Officers: Mike Viner and Sue MacKreth, Capita 
 Paul Wilkinson, Senior Advisor, Children’s Services Department 
 Jo Dickinson, Children’s Services Department 
  Joan Wilkins, Scrutiny Support Officer 
  Angela Hunter, Principal Democratic Services Officer 
 
 
33. Apologies for Absence 
  
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Sheila Griffin and Co-

opted Member David Relton. 
  
34. Declarations of interest by Members 
  
 None. 
  
35. Minutes of the meeting held on 18th October 2006. 
  
 Confirmed. 
  

CHILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY FORUM 
 

MINUTES 
 

8th November 2006 
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36. Responses from the Council, the Executive or 

Committees of the Council to Final Reports of this 
Forum 

  
 None. 
  
37. Consideration of request for scrutiny reviews referred 

via Scrutiny Co-ordinating Committee 
  
 None. 
  
38. Consideration of progress reports/budget and policy 

framework documents 
  
 None. 
  
39. Scrutiny Investigation into Raising Boys’ 

Achievements – Bridging the Gender Gap – Evidence 
Gathering – Evidence from Capita (Scrutiny Support Officer) 

  
 The Scrutiny Support Officer introduced the Senior Regional Director of the 

National Strategies, CAPITA who had been invited to attend this meeting and 
provide evidence in relation to the ongoing investigation into Raising Boys’ 
Achievement.  During his presentation comparisons were provided from 2002 
to 2006 which highlighted that at Key Stage 1 there were issues with 
performance overall with a particular dip in boys performance in relation to 
reading.  Across Key Stages 2, 3 and up to GCSE level, there had been 
marked improvement in boys’ achievement.  He acknowledged that there 
were already a number of strategies in place in Hartlepool to tackle the issue 
of raising boys achievement and that the action plan of this inquiry was 
helping to achieve this, but the importance of ensuring that this issue was 
being dealt with on a consistent basis across all schools in the town was 
noted.  In light of this, the statistics identified that the gender gap across Key 
Stage 1 was the narrowest in the region.  However, it was noted that this gap 
increased as pupils move up to Key Stage 3. 
 
The significance of making sure that the transitional arrangements from 
primary to secondary school was highlighted and the DfES had produced a 
self-evaluation toolkit to assist with this.  The development of personalisation 
models and vocational diplomas were also supporting raising educational 
achievement, in particular with boys and vocational qualifications.  The key 
areas to consider with this issue was: 
 

a) A timeline must be established of what is expected and when including 
milestones along the way. 
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b) If this issue was dealt with correctly, it would raise achievement across 
both boys and girls. 

 
A discussion followed where Members raised a number of issues including the 
following. 
 
i) The personalisation of teaching styles was very important, different 

ways of teaching need to be adapted to ensure that the pupils were kept 
interested in the subject matter and the teaching style was suited to their 
needs. 

ii) Members were concerned about the transition from primary to 
secondary and how this affected pupils.  The representative from 
CAPITA informed Members that in one area, a secondary school had 
implemented a system whereby for the first half term of attendance 
pupils were only taught by three teachers.  Although this involved a lot of 
organisation, it helped the children adjust from having one dedicated 
teacher in primary school. 

iii) There was some concern that too much emphasis was being placed on 
academic achievements, which left a gap in the skills market.  The 
representative from CAPITA indicated that education always provides 
opportunity but that there were more vocational qualifications through 
new diplomas available to ensure that this gap did not occur. 

iv) Had there been any research to find out if the drop off in achievement 
through Key Stages 3 and 4 was due to pupils maturing and influences 
outside school?  The representative from CAPITA indicated that this 
would be research into learning styles became important as in order to 
keep pupils interested in learning, the style needs to change with them 
as they mature. 

v) Although the importance of involving parents was emphasised by the 
Forum, it was noted that consideration needed to be given to the timing 
of meetings and where they were held to encourage parents 
involvement. 

vi) Did school governors have an important role to play?  The 
representative from CAPITA insisted that Governors had a very 
important role to play as they were in a perfect position to challenge the 
Head of a school about how the school delivered education.  Governors 
were seen as the public’s conscience in the schools and it was 
important that there was understood clearly. 

vii) Members felt that too much emphasis was placed upon achieving 
targets within schools and that pupils should be encouraged to study 
what they were interested in and not what would provide good statistics. 

viii) Members welcomed the introduction of more vocational qualifications 
but were concerned that it was not clear what these academic 
qualifications would be equivalent to for prospective employers and this 
could be demotivating to pupils. 

 
The representatives from CAPITA were thanked for their very interesting and 
informative presentation and for answering a number of Member questions. 
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 Decision 

  
 Members noted the presentation and information provided which would be 

used to inform them when forming their recommendations from this inquiry. 
  
40. Scrutiny Investigation into Raising Boys’ 

Achievements – Bridging the Gender Gap – Progress 
of the Investigation and Identification of Possible 
Recommendations for Inclusion in the Forum’s Final 
Report (Scrutiny Support Officer) 

  
 The Scrutiny Support Officer outlined the progress to date in the ‘Raising Boys 

Achievement – Bridging the Gender Gap’ investigation.  Members were asked 
to consider the formulation of possible recommendations in order that its final 
report can be submitted to Cabinet on 22nd January 2007.  During this 
investigation, a series of formal evidence gathering sessions and site visits 
had been undertaken and they were detailed within the report.  Members had 
noted that during the course of the school visits it was noted that many of the 
views expressed and activities undertaken were mirrored across all the 
schools.  Attached by way of appendix was an extract from the Performance 
and Achievement Division’s Operational Plan 2006/07.  Included within this 
plan were full details of the activities undertaken by the Department and the 
proposed timescales for their completion.  In terms of an overall view, of what 
was being done in Hartlepool schools, this information was not available at the 
time.  However, Members were informed that this would be addressed through 
the appointment of the Boys’ Achievement Co-ordinator. 
 
Members noted that the level of staffing and resources allocated to deal with 
this issue varied from Council to Council.  The Scrutiny Support Officer 
presented a table that compared the level of support given to raising boys’ 
achievement and any strategies in place across the Tees Valley authorities. 
 
A discussion followed in which Members raised a number of issues including 
the following. 
 
i) There was some concern that extra staff were being appointed when it 
appeared that the authority was already dealing with the issue of raising boys’ 
achievement.  Members were advised that boys’ achievement levels had not 
been highlighted as a major issue before and that a named co-ordinator would 
ensure the effective implementation of the strategies identified.  The Co-
ordinator would also be working with secondary schools to develop strategies 
to deal with boys’ achievement at Key Stage 3. 
 
ii) It was noted that although a marked improvement had seen in boys’ 
achievement since the implementation of unitary status for the authority, 
resources needed to be targeted to continue this excellent progress. 
 
iii) Members were of the view that it was important to ensure that the 
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reading material used was interesting in order to hold the attention of the 
pupils. 
 
iv) The importance of information sharing was noted by Members.  The 
Senior Advisor from the Children’s Services Department informed Members 
that although Head of Schools tried to tackle problems within their schools, 
there were network systems in place across all schools to share information. 
 
v) It had been noted that funding had been provided for some schools to 
help with the transition from primary to secondary schools and it was asked 
how successful this was.  The Senior Advisor reported that all secondary 
schools had a high degree of success although there were always room for 
improvement.  A toolkit had been produced for schools to help with the 
transition period. 
 
vi) Members were informed that a secondary school out of the area had 
introduced a system where initially, new pupils were only taught by three 
teachers, thus reducing the impact of transition from having one teacher at 
primary level.  Although it was acknowledged that this may be a difficult 
system to introduce logistically, there were some good points. 
 
In conclusion, Members felt that there was a need for radical ideas and 
changes in order to improve achievement across the town, but particularly in 
relation to boys’ achievement.   

  
 Decision 

  
 Members noted the report and the discussions which would be used to 

formulate a draft final report to be presented to an informal meeting of this 
Scrutiny Forum on 27th November 2006. 

  
41. Budget and Policy Framework Initial Consultation 

Proposals 2007/08 (Scrutiny Support Officer) 
  
 At Scrutiny Co-ordinating Committee on 27th October 2006, it was agreed that 

Executive’s Initial Budget and Policy Framework consultation proposals for 
2007/08 be considered on a departmental basis by the appropriate Scrutiny 
Forum.  The Director of the Children’s Services Department was in attendance 
and presented the departmental pressures and priorities, grant terminations 
and proposed savings which were attached by way of appendix.   
 
Budget Pressures 
 
The Director of Children’s Services informed Members that the pressures 
identified within Appendix A were unavoidable pressures for the next financial 
year.  Members were concerned at extra statutory duties being placed upon 
the Authority by the Government in relation to Children’s Services without any 
extra resources being provided.  The Director of Children’s Services reported 
that there had been no indication as yet, whether funding would be provided 
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to cover the extra duties detailed within the schedule of budget pressures. 
 
Budget Priorities 
 
The Director of Children’s Services informed Members that top level priorities 
were identified as services that should be carried out, although not at the 
same level as a pressure.  However, the priority identified was highlighted as 
high impact which may result in failure to comply with statutory duties if not 
fulfilled. 
 
Proposed Savings 
 
The Director of Children’s Services reported that although the departmental 
budget totalled £71m, just over £50m was allocated to the dedicated school 
grant. 
 
3%  
 
Whilst Members acknowledged that some difficult decisions were required in 
relation to budget savings, it was noted that the proposed 3% savings should 
have the least impact on services. 
 
4% and 5%  
 
Members had significant reservations about proposing any savings over and 
above 3% as they felt this would have a major impact on services, in particular 
with regard to the Attendance Team and School Improvement.  There had 
been significant improvements made through a very effective Attendance 
Team and this would be jeopardised if proposed as a saving.  The Director of 
Children’s Services advised that it was hoped that the Education Advisors 
would work alongside the School Improvement Team and work across both 
primary and secondary schools and build on their existing relationships with 
the schools, children and governors.  It was also highlighted that the 
withdrawal of a third of the match-funding of £86k to support school 
improvement equated to a reduction in real service loss of £172k. 
 
It was noted that budget monitoring reports would be submitted to Scrutiny 
Co-ordinating Committee which would highlight any over/underspends on the 
Budget and Policy Framework proposals. 

  
 Decision 

  
 The Budget and Policy Framework initial consultation proposals for 2007/08 

were considered and the following proposals would be presented to Scrutiny 
Co-ordinating Committee on 17th November 2006: 
 
a) Budget Pressures 
 It was proposed to accept the budget pressures as identified within 
 Appendix A. 
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b) Budget Priorities 
 It was proposed to accept the budget priorities as identified within 
 Appendix B. 
 
c) Savings – 3% 

Members fully supported the savings as identified within Appendix C up 
to the level of 3%. 

 
d) Savings – 4% and 5%  
 Members felt that the savings identified at 4% and 5% would have a 
 seriously detrimental effect on the services provided by the Children’s 
 Services Department. 

  
 
 
 
 
JANE SHAW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN 
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Report of: Children’s Services Scrutiny Forum 
 
Subject: DRAFT FINAL REPORT – RAIS ING BOYS 

ACHIEVEMENT – BRIDGING THE GENDER GAP 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To present the findings of the Children’s Serv ices Scrutiny Forum follow ing 

its investigation into ’Raising Boys Achievement – Bridging the Gender Gap’. 
 
 
2. SETTING THE SCENE 
 
2.1 Boys’ achievement is one of the key factors effecting education performance 

and the gender-gap has been a high profile issue, both nationally and 
internationally, since the early 1990’s.   

 
2.2 The issue of boys achievement is complex and there is little consensus w ith 

profess ionals regarding its causes although some possibilities include:- 
 

(a)  Gir ls’ greater maturity and soc ial aw areness; 
 
(b)  Some boys disregard for author ity, academic w ork and formal 

achievement;  
 

(c) Gir ls’ intuitive use of talk, reflec tion and collaboration to support learning; 
 

(d)  Gir ls’ apparent ability to rise above indifferent teaching; 
 

(e)  Differential gender interac tions betw een pupils and teachers in the    
classroom; 

 
(f) Differences in students ’ aspirations and their attitudes to w ork; 

 
(g)  A ’macho’ or ‘laddish’ peer culture among boys; 

 
(h)  Boys’ efforts to avoid the culture of failure; and 

 
(i)  Modification of the examination system. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY FORUM 

11 December 2006 
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2.3 It is acknow ledged that literacy skills play a key role in the gender  gap, 

how ever, it is important to recognise that the pattern of boys’ 
underachievement does not relate to all boys, or all subjects.  Whilst girls do 
consistently outperform boys in all four stages in English the pos ition in 
mathematics up to the age of 16 is more evenly matched.  Nationally  there 
are also s igns that girls are beginning to fall behind in sc ience by the age of 
11. 

 
 
3.    OVERALL AIM OF THE SCRUTINY INVESTIGATION 
 
3.1 The overall aim of the Scrutiny inves tigation w as to examine the educational 

achievement levels of boys in Hartlepool w ith a v iew  to identifying poss ible 
ways of improving performance to br idge the gender gap. 

 
 
4. TERM S OF REFERENCE FOR THE SCRUTINY INVESTIGATION 
 
4.1 The Terms of Reference for the Scrutiny Inves tigation w ere as outlined 
 below :- 
 

(a)  To gain an understanding of national policy issues relating to boys 
achievement levels and the bridging of the gender gap; 

 
(b)  To gain an understanding of the national and regional picture relating to 

the gender  gap in education achievement levels ; 
 

(c) To gain an understanding of w ork undertaken nationally and regionally 
to identify factors affecting boys  achievement and the strategies/models 
identified to address the gender gap; 

 
(d)  To consider examples  of good prac tice in other Local Authorities; 

 
(e)  To examine boys  achievement levels in Hartlepool and explore: 

 
(i) The reasons for/factors linked to underachievement by boys and 

 the gender  gap; 
 
(ii)  The strategies in place to improve boys achievement levels and 

 close the gender gap; and 
 

(iii)  The effectiveness of the strategies in place. 
 

(f) To compare strategies/practices implemented in other Local 
Author ities, and strategies/models identified nationally , w ith those in 
place in Hartlepool w ith a view  to identifying possible areas for 
improvement. 
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5. MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY FORUM 
 
5.1 The membership of the Scrutiny Forum w as as detailed below :- 
 

Councillors Brash, S Cook, Fleet, Gr iffin, Laffey, London, Preece, Rogan, 
Shaw , M Waller and Young. 
 
Co-opted Members: Elizabeth Barrac lough, David Relton and Jesse Smith. 
 
Res ident Representatives : John Cambr idge, Evelyn Leck and Michael Ward. 
 
Education Advisor:  Rob Low e. 
 
 

6. METHODS OF INVESTIGATION 
 

6.1 Me mbers of the Children’s Services Scrutiny Forum met formally betw een  
17 July 2006 to 11 December 2006 to discuss and receive evidence relating 
to this inves tigation. A detailed record of the issues raised dur ing these 
meetings is available from the Council’s Democratic Services. 

 
6.2 A brief summary  of the methods of investigation are outlined below :- 
 

(a)  Detailed Officer reports supplemented by verbal ev idence; 
 
(b)  A site vis it to examine the good prac tice that exists w ithin a 

neighbour ing Local Authority  in relation to ‘Raising Boys ’ Achievement’.  
Visit undertaken to Sunderland City Counc il (4 October  2006); 

 
(c) Site vis its to the follow ing schools to illustrate the w ork already being 

undertaken in Har tlepool: 
 

(i)  West View  Pr imary School – 15 September 2006; 
 

(ii) Golden Flatts Primary School – 20 September 2006; 
 

(iii) Kingsley  Primary School – 22 September 2006; 
 

(iv)  Manor College of Technology – 26 September 2006; 
 

(v) Dyke House Secondary School – 5 October 2006; and 
 

(vi)  Brier ton Co mmunity School – 17 October 2006. 
 

(d)  Evidence received from the National Education Breakthrough 
Programme; 

 
(e)  Evidence received from the Blended Learning Pilot Programme 

(currently being implemented in Hartlepool); 
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(f) Evidence received from a representative from North East of England 
National Strategies for School Improvement; and 

 
(g)  The view s of local res idents, parents, children/young people, teachers, 

school governors  and adults other than teachers w orking in schools. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
 
7. NATIONAL POLICY RELATING TO BOYS’ ACHIEVEM ENT LEVELS AND 

THE BRIDGING OF THE GENDER GAP 
 
7.1 The Scrutiny  Forum w as informed of the Government’s commitment to 

rais ing the performance of all underachieving pupils, both boys and girls and 
its efforts to address the gender  issue through the w ork of the Df ES and its 
par tner organisations.  Further details of the research undertaken and the 
strategies implemented are outlined in Section 10 of this report. 

 
7.2 Based on the information shared w ith the Scrutiny Forum, Members also 

found that:- 
 

(a)  The Government recognised the complexity of the factors contr ibuting 
to the gender gap and the absence of a s imple solution; 

 
(b)  Apprec iated the diverse nature of each school in terms of their history  

and culture; and 
 

(c) Recognised that w hilst many of the problems experienced by schools  
w ere shared, there w as a need for solutions to be based on the 
requirements of each individual school.  In order to achieve this it w as 
necessary for each school to focus on the evaluation of its results to 
find out w hen and w here boys’ underachievement occurs.  

 
 
8. THE NATIONAL AND REGIONAL PICTURE RELATING TO THE GENDER 

GAP IN EDUCATION ACHIEVEM ENT LEVELS 
 
8.1 Me mber w ere pleased to find that statis tics  show ed that the percentage 

difference betw een boys and girls achievement levels for 2006 confirmed 
that the gender gap in the North East region differed very little from the 
national position. 

 
8.2 The Forum w as also advised of evidence that in some ins tances:- 
 

(a)  The gender gap in the North East region w as in fac t smaller, or equal, 
 to the national figure, as show n in bold in Tables 1, 3 and 4 overleaf; 
 and that   
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i) Boys outperform gir ls, as show n in the shaded boxes in Table 2, and 
have consistently achieved similar results as gir ls in maths and 
science.   

 
TABLE 1 – Percentage Gender Gap at Key Stage 1 (KS1) –  
Achieving Level 2 or above* 
 

 
 

 
Reading 

% 
 

 
Writing 

% 

 
Maths 

% 

England  
(LA maintained schools) 11 17 3 

 
North East 13 18 2 

 
Hartlepool 14 19 5 

 
 
 
TABLE 2 – Percentage Gender Gap at Key Stage 2 (KS2)  -  
Achieving Level 4 or above* 
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England   
(LA maintained schools) 10 8 15 1 1 

 
North East 11 8 20 1 2 

 
Hartlepool 8 8 17 3 1 

 
 
 
TABLE 3 – Percentage Gender Gap at Key Stage 3 (KS3) –  
Achieving Level 5 or above* 
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England   
(LA maintained schools) 15 15 14 1 1 

 
North East 15 16 15 2 1 

 
Hartlepool 16 17 18 4 1 
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 TABLE 4  - Percentage Gender Gap at  Ke y Stage 4 (KS4) – GCSE or 
 equivalent*  
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England   
(LA m aintained schools) 9.7 8.2 4.3 4.7 

 
North East 8.9 7.3 4.1 4.7 
 
Hartlepool 7.4 11.2 3 3.3 

 
 
 * Figures provided by the DfES (North East of England National Strategies for  
  School Improvement)  
 
8.3 The Forum w as particularly pleased to see the low er than national figures in 

relation to Key Stage 4 (GCSE or equivalent results) , how ever, it w as noted 
that there w as an increase in the gender gap for  5+ A*- C grades in 
Har tlepool w hen English and maths figures w ere inc luded.  The Forum 
observed that this w as a reverse of the national and regional trend and w ere 
of the view  that this reflected the real area of concern for boys’ achievement 
in Hartlepool, i.e. English and in par ticular w riting. 

 
8.4 The Forum also drew attention to the increase in the gender gap follow ing 

the movement of boys from pr imary school (Key Stage 2 – Table 3) to 
secondary school (Key Stage 3 – Table 4).  It w as noted that this increase 
occurred nationally, regionally and more specifically in Hartlepool and tended 
to be larger in English, maths and w riting.  This added further w eight to the 
point made in paragraph 8.4 and highlighted concerns regarding the 
effectiveness of transitional arrangements across the region and nationally.  

 
 
9. WORK UNDERTAKEN TO IDENTIFY FACTORS AFFECTING BOYS’ 

ACHIEVEMENT  
 
9.1 The Forum w as informed that in identifying factors affecting boys’ 

achievements a number of pieces of research had been undertaken resulting 
in the production of the follow ing papers:- 

 
(a)  ‘Yes He Can – Schools Where Boys Write Well’; and  
 
(b)  ‘Boys’ Achievement in Secondary Schools ’.   
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9.2 The main findings of these reports w ere that w hilst the issue of boys’ 
underachievement w as complex schools that had been successful in rais ing 
boys’ attainment and w riting skills all exhibited the follow ing charac teristics:- 
  
(a)  A positive learning culture that stimulates high standards, engages 

boys ’ interests and insis ts on good behav iour ; 
 
(b)  Good teaching and learning; 

 
(c) Good classroom management; 

 
(d)  Track and suppor t boys’ performance; and 

 
(e)  Have s trategies focused on literacy w hich prov ides intensive support 

on reading, w riting and literacy across  the curriculum. 
 
9.3 Me mbers of the Forum w ere encouraged to find that many of the 

character istics identified w ere already present in schools in Hartlepool and 
felt that this w as a contr ibutory factor to Har tlepool’s success in dealing w ith 
the issue.  Further details of the Forum’s observations  in terms of w ork being 
undertaken in the schools  vis ited in Hartlepool as part of the investigation 
are outlined in Section 12 of this report. 

 
9.4 The Forum w as also advised that the Government had initiated a three year 

pilot project (The Rais ing Boys’ Achievement Project) , the aim of w hich w as 
to ‘examine strategies employed by specific schools w hich appeared to be 
effective in raising boys’ achievements ’.  The results of the project show ed 
that:- 

 
(a)  Boys respond w ell to an integrated approach to literacy, w here the 

emphasis is less on the teaching aspects of learning to read and w rite, 
and more on the process of becoming a reader and a w riter.  Drama 
prov ides a medium through w hich this approach can be effectively  
delivered; 

 
(b)  Target setting and mentoring have a s trong potential to raise 

achievement for boys; 
 

(c) Single sex  classes can contribute to rais ing achievement as  they  
enable a c lassroom env ironment to be created w hich allow s both sexes 
to learn w ith less distraction and disruption; and 

 
(d)  Socio-cultural approaches underpin other s trategies through 

challenging images of masculinity. 
 
9.5 Regarding the w ork of the Rais ing Boys’ Achievement Project, the Forum 

was particular ly interes ted in the elements of its recommendations relating to 
the factors necessary for the effective implementation of strategies to deal 
with raising boys’ achievement.  These included:- 
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(a)  The importance of leadership and support; 
 

(b)  A shared commitment by all staff involved; and 
 
(c)  The creation of school ethos w here staff and pupils feel valued and 

involved, have c lear boundaries and w here there is a focus on the 
individual pupil. 

 
9.6 Me mbers of the Forum acknow ledged the importance of these factors and 

gave consideration to how  they related to the w ork currently being 
undertaken in Hartlepool schools.  The Forum commented that on the basis 
of the visits undertaken as part its inves tigation it appeared that schools also 
recognised the importance of these strategies and that activ ities w ere being 
undertaken to achieve them.  It w as, how ever, noted that only a selection of 
schools had been v isited and at the time of the investigation a full analysis of 
activities being undertaken w as not available, although w ork w as now 
underw ay on obtaining this. 

 
 
10. NATIONAL AND REGIONAL STRATEGIES/MODELS IDENTIFIED AND 

IMPLEMENT ED TO ADDRESS THE GENDER GAP 
 
Nat ional Strategies and Models 
  
10.1 It w as brought to the Forum’s attention that the Government had in 

recognition of the importance of the gender gap issue developed and 
implemented a range of strategies .  These included:- 
 
(a)  The National Literacy  Strategy; 
 
(b)  The Key Stage 3 National Strategy; 
 
(c) Materials and Guidance; 

 
(d)  The Raising Boys ’ Achievement Project; 

 
(e)  The Blended Learning Project; 

 
(f) The National Reading Ca mpaign; 

 
(g)  Play ing for Success; 

 
(h)  The Dads and Sons Campaign; 

 
(i)  LEA Education Development Plans; 

 
(j)  The Breakthrough Collaborative Project (i.e. The National Education 

Breakthrough Programme referred to in section 9 of this repor t.); 
 

(k)  Sponsoring w ork w ith Beacon Schools; and 
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(l)  The Gender Achievement w ebsite. 

 
10.2 Each of these strategies could be grouped into four different areas:- 

 
(a)  Pedagogic - Classroom-based approaches centred around teaching 

and learning; 
 
(b)  Indiv idual - Essentially a focus on target-setting and monitoring; 

 
(c) Organisational - Ways of organising learning at the w hole school level; 

and 
 

(d)  Socio-cultural -  Approaches w hich attempt to create an env ironment for  
learning w here key boys and gir ls feel able to w ork w ith, rather than 
against the aims and aspirations of schools. 

 
Strategies and Models Implemented Regionally 

 
10.3 Follow ing an examination of the national strategies available, the Forum w as 

encouraged to see that many w ere already being ‘rolled out’ on a regional 
bas is.  In looking more closely at some of these strategies the Forum 
received presentations on the w ork being undertaken through the National 
Education Breakthrough Programme for Raising Boys ’ Achievements in 
Secondary  Schools  and the Blended Learning Project. 

 
10.4 In relation to the National Breakthrough Project the Forum w as advised that 

sixty s ix schools across the country, inc luding a number from the North East 
region, w ere taking part.  One Counc il w hich had been taking part in the 
programme w as Sunderland City Council and the in order to observe its 
operation first hand the Forum undertook a v isit as par t of it investigation.  
Details of the vis it are outlined in Section 11 of the report. 

 
 10.5  The Forum w as also informed of the w ork being under taken as par t of the 

Blended Learning Project, the aim of w hich w as to raise boys’ achievements 
by changing organisational systems of learning and teaching in order to 
maximise the potential of students.  A pilot of this projec t w as already being 
implemented in Hartlepool and details of this  are outlined in sec tion 12 of this 
report. 

 
 
11. GOOD PRACTICE IN OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
 
11.1 As par t of the Forum’s remit, consideration w as also given to compar ing a 

neighbour ing Local Authority’s activities in addressing the issue of rais ing 
boys’ achievement and reduc ing the gender gap. 

 
11.2 Sunderland City Council had over  recent years been involved w ith National 

Education Breakthrough Programme for Raising Boys ’ Achievements in 
Secondary  Schools , the key princ iples of w hich w ere:- 
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(a)  Use of strong leadership and the creation of an env ironment for 

change; 
 
(b)  Focus on teaching and learning methods; 

 
(c) Use of mentor ing and targeted intervention; 

 
(d)  Create capacity; and  

 
(e)  Use data to dr ive improvement. 

 
11.3 These key pr inc iples mirrored a number of the findings of the Rais ing Boys’ 

Achievement Project.  
 
11.4 Me mbers received ev idence from the Boys’ Underachievement Project 

Manager, and School Improvement Officer, for Sunder land City Council.  
Dur ing the course of the presentation it w as highlighted to Members that 
some of the schools par ticipating in the programme had achieved a 17% 
improvement in GCSE results .  Members  w ere also advised that involvement 
in the programme had for Sunderland City Council resulted in a 4% reduction 
in the gender gap (to 8.15%) betw een 2005 and 2006. 

 
11.5 Dur ing the course of the vis it those Members of the Forum present w ere 

clearly impressed w ith operation of the programme and in particular the use 
of learning conversations as a w ay of reaching boys.  An additional issue 
raised dur ing the Forum’s v isit related to the sharing of information. It 
became evident during the course of discussions that there w as a 
considerable amount of expertise available w ithin the North East region in 
relation to raising boys ’ achievements.  Whilst it appeared that there w ere 
informal mechanisms in place for the sharing of this information Me mbers 
suggested that the creation of a formal body should be explored.   

 
11.6 Me mbers at a later  meeting of the Forum received a detailed presentation on 

the w ork of the programme from the Programme Direc tor of the Education 
Breakthrough Programme and w ere interested to hear that a secondary 
school in Har tlepool (Br ierton Secondary  School) w as already participating in 
the first stages of the programme.  Members w elcomed the involvement of 
Har tlepool schools in the programme and it w as suggested that the situation 
at Br ierton Secondary  School should be monitored w ith a view  to the 
involvement of more Hartlepool schools in the programme should it prove to 
be effective. 

 
11.7 In consider ing the possible extension of involvement in the National 

Education Breakthrough Programme f or Rais ing Boys ’ Achievements the 
Forum acknow ledged the poss ible financial implications.  Dur ing discussions 
with programmes Direc tor  a possible option for the formation of a funding 
clus ter  approach came to light and the Forum w as of the v iew  that this 
should be explored further . 
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12. BOYS ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS IN HARTLEPOOL  
 
12.1 Follow ing detailed consideration of the national and regional position in 

relation to raising boys ’ achievements, and the gender gap, the Forum w ent  
on to look at the pos ition in Har tlepool. 

 
12.2 The Forum w as informed that locally the issue of raising boys’ achievements 

was one of the key priorities w ithin the Counc il’s  Children and Young 
Persons Plan.  Members w ere encouraged to note that Har tlepool had a 
his tory of dealing w ell w ith the gender gap issue and had consis tently 
performed close to the national figure.  

 
12.3 The Forum received information to illustrate this , as outlined in Tables 5 to 8 

below , w ith ins tances w here boys outperform girls  show n in the shaded 
boxes:- 

  
 
 

TABLE 5 – Percentage Gender Gap In Hart lepool at Key Stage 1 (KS1) 
- Achieving Le vel 2 or above* 
 

 
Year 

 
Reading 

% 
 

 
Writing 

% 

 
Maths 

% 

2003 11.5 13.1 1.7 
2004 11.6 12.5 4.5 
2005 9.4 12.5 1.8 

National Figure 2005 8 11 2 
2006 14 19 5  

 
 
 
TABLE 6 – Percentage Gender Gap In Hart lepool at Key Stage 2 (KS2)  
- Achieving Le vel 4 or above* 
 

 
Year 

 
English 

% 
 

 
Maths 

% 

 
Science 

% 

2003 13.1 0.2 1 
2004 6.9 1/9 0.1 
2005 8.8 0.2 1.5 

National Figure 2005 10 1 1 
2006 8 3 1  
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TABLE 7 – Percentage Gender Gap In Hart lepool at Key Stage 3 (KS3) 
- Achieving Le vel 5 or above* 
  

 
Year 

 
English 

% 
 

 
Maths 

% 

 
Science 

% 

2003 13.1 4.3 4.5 
2004 15.7 3.1 2.7 
2005 14.9 2.7 4 

National Figure 2005 13 1 1 
2006 16 4 1  

 
 
 
TABLE 8 – Percentage Gender Gap In Hart lepool at Key Stage 4 (KS4) 
- GCSE or equivalent* 
  

 
Year 

 
5+A*- C 

% 
 

 
5+A*-C 

(inc. 
English 

& Maths) 
% 

 
5+ A-G 

% 

 
5+ A* - G 

(inc. 
English & 

Maths) 
% 

2003 9.5 8.3 3.2 2.1 
2004 4 6.8 2.1 3.8 
2005 8.3 7.5 3.7 4.4 

National Figure 2005 11 9 5 5 
2006 7.4 11.2 3 3.3  

 
 
12.4 From the statistical information provided for the last three years the Forum 

observed that: 
 

(a)  The highest gender gap percentage w as consistently in the area of 
English and in particular w riting.  This pattern w as mirrored nationally  
and w as recognised by Me mbers as a poss ible area for the 
concentration of efforts in Hartlepool; and 

 
(b)  Where boys had outperformed gir ls it alw ays tended to be in the areas 

of maths and science. 
 
12.5 From the statistical information prov ided for 2006 the Forum also learned 

that:- 
 

(a)   In terms of GCSE (or equivalent) results Har tlepool w as now w ithin the 
top ten percent of all local authorities w ith 58.1% of all pupils achiev ing 
at least  5+ A*-C.  This exceeded the 55% national target set for 2006 
and w as only 3.9% off the target already set for 2007; 
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(b)   When broken dow n into boys and girls achievements 2006 results  
show ed a 7.4% gender gap, in favour of gir ls.  This w as an 
improvement on the 8.3% figure for 2005 and w as only 2.2% off the 
national figure for 2006 of 9.6%; and 

 
(c)  The importance of literacy in terms of boys achievements could be 

seen w hen 2006 results w ere looked at more c losely in terms of the 
number of 5+ A*-C GCSE (or  equivalent) inc luding English and 
mathematics.  Results show ed that the gender gap increased to 11.2% 
in 2006 compared to the national figure of 8.7% and in terms of how 
this compared to previous years it represented an increase in the 
gender  gap from 7% in 2003, 7.3% in 2004 and 7% in 2005. 

 
12.6 On a regional basis, the Forum cons idered and compared Hartlepool’s 

results w ith those of the neighbouring Tees Valley Author ities, as outlined in 
Tables 9 and 10 below .  

 
12.7 The Forum noted from the information provided that Hartlepool performed 

well in comparison to its Tees Valley neighbours in relation to Key stage 4 
and the number of A*-C grades achieved and w as in fact under the national 
figure.  An examination of the figures for A*-C grades inc luding English and 
maths, how ever, resulted in the Forum reiterated its v iew  regarding the major 
contributory factor w hich English and maths grades make to boys 
achievement levels and the need for the focus ing of strategies in Hartlepool 
tow ards this in the future.   

 
 

TABLE 9 -  Achievem ent Gap Between Boys and Girls - 2006 -  Key 
Stage 4 (A*-C Gr ades) 
 
 

9.7
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TABLE 10 - Achievement Gap Betw een Boys and Girls - 2006 - Key 
Stage 4 (A*-C Grades – Including English and Maths)
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The Reasons for Factors Linked to Underachievement by Boys and the Gender 
Gap 
 
12.8 In examining the statistical information provided Members of the Forum 

acknow ledged that Hartlepool s tarted w ith a very  low  baseline in terms of 
boys’ abilit ies , i.e. w hen they start school at the foundation stage, and w ere 
of the view  that Hartlepool’s achievement in relation to the size of its gender 
gap w as even more commendable. 

 
12.9  Dur ing the course of its  investigation the Forum undertook a series of vis its 

to schools in Hartlepool.  Dur ing the course of these visits the Forum 
obtained a ‘snapshot’ of each schools v iew  on the gender gap issue and the 
types of activities being undertaken to address it.  From these vis its it w as 
apparent to Members that many of the reasons for boys ’ underachievement 
in Hartlepool mirror those identified nationally, as outlined in paragraph 2.2. 

 
The Str ategies in place to Im prove Boys’ Achievement Levels and Close the 
Gender Gap and their Effectiveness 
 
12.10  Dur ing the course of the investigation and in particular the vis its to schools 

the Forum noted that many of the view s expressed and activ ities undertaken 
were mirrored across all the schools.  These inc luded:- 

 
(a)  The absence of a single solution to the gender gap issue and the need 

for a combination of initiatives and options  to be available for schools; 
 
(b)  The importance of:- 

 
(i)  Good transitional arrangements; 
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(ii) Mentor ing; 

 
(iii) Know ing your students and identifying w hat types of learners they  

are; 
 

(iv)  Social skills and interaction; 
 

(v) Creating a positive ethos in the school, in terms of manner and 
speech w ith the aim of making learning ‘cool’; 

 
(vi)  Shar ing information w ith other schools in relation to each child 

and best practice for dealing w ith the gender gap; 
 

(vii)  Good teachers and having teaching ass istants in c lass; 
 

(viii)   Continuous monitor ing of staff and pupil performance; 
 

(ix)  Making boys  to feel secure in their learning environment; 
 

(x) Curriculum development w ere possible and the problems w hich 
the rigidity of the curr iculum in the first thee years of secondary  
school causes in terms of keeping boys  engaged; 

 
(xi)  Effec tive trans itional arrangements betw een pr imary and 

secondary  schools ; and 
 

(xii)  Personal and subject profiles  so that everyone know s w hat is  
expected of them and w hat is needed to move onto the next level. 

 
(c) The need:-  
 

(i)  To teach every child as an indiv idual and address their learning 
needs; 

 
(ii) For teachers  to adapt teaching sty les; 

 
(iii) Gear the curriculum to each child’s needs/curriculum enr ichment; 

and 
 

(iv)  For parental involvement at all levels. 
 
12.11 It w as, how ever, apparent to Members that view s differed on issues such as 

the importance of male teachers in their pos ition as role models for boys and 
the effectiveness of single sex classes.  Whilst there had been some 
success w ith single sex c lasses some there w ere concerns regarding then 
impact of separation on children’s social skills and w here it is used it tended 
to be in s ingle subjects , i.e. English.  It w as also noted that the use of single 
sex classes tended to raise the performance of both genders and as such 
did not tend to reduce the gender gap.   
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12.12 In considering the issues/areas of importance identified through the schools 

visits the Forum w elcomed the v iew s expressed regarding the need for good 
teachers and teaching ass istants in schools if boys and indeed all pupils 
were to succeed.  Particular support w as also expressed for  the:- 

 
(a)  The provis ion of information sharing; 
 
(b)  The need to teach every child as an individual and address their  

learning needs; 
 

(c) Provision of effective transition arrangements for children betw een Key 
Stages 2 and 3 and the establishment of a cons istent approach  across  
schools; 

 
(d)  The need for teachers  to adapt teaching styles; 

 
(e)  The need to make learning ‘cool’ for boys ; 

 
(f) The importance of por traying a good school image in the press and the 

role the Local Authority can play in ass isting in this; 
 

(g)  The need to gear the curriculum to each child’s needs/curriculum 
enr ichment; and 

 
(h)  The need for parental involvement at all levels. 

 
 
12.13 The Forum acknow ledged that a cons iderable amount of w ork w as being 

undertaken, how ever, it w as noted that an overall view  of w hat w as being 
done across all schools in the tow n w as not yet available.  The Forum noted 
that this situation w as in the process of being addressed through the 
appointment of the Boys’ Achievement Co-ordinator, the remit of w hose post 
was to be to focus on address ing the issue of underachieving boys from Key 
Stage 2 to 3 and beyond.  This w as to include an audit of current practice in 
schools across Hartlepool and the Forum hoped that its w ork could feed into 
the future activities of this post. 

 
12.14 The Forum also learned that w ork w as also just beginning to be undertaken 

by:- 
 
(a)  A small number of enquiry groups across Hartlepool’s  pr imary schools  

to look at the issue of boy’s achievement w hich it w as felt might benefit 
from elected Member involvement; and 

 
(b)  The Blended Learning Project (a national strategy).  As a project 

currently being piloted across a small number of schools in Hartlepool 
the Forum w as impressed by its operation so far.  The Forum 
expressed its support for the ‘rolling out’ of the project across all 
schools in Hartlepool the Forum and w as of the view that serious  
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cons ideration needed to be given to how  this w as to be resources in 
terms of officer  support.   

 
12.15 In relation to the w ider issue of the activities being undertaken by the 

Children’s Services Department, the Forum observed that details of each 
activity and timescale w ere outlined in the Performance and Achievement 
Div ision’s Operational Plan 06/07.  The Forum noted that w hilst it w as clear 
from the Operational Plan that a cons iderable amount of w ork w as being 
undertaken to address the gender gap issue funding for this area of w ork, as 
with others, w as tight.  Work on this  issue had in the past been undertaken 
alongs ide officers other duties and the new  Boys Achievement Co-ordinator 
pos t w as the first to be created spec ifically to deal w ith the issue.   

  
 

13. COMPARISON OF STRATEGIES AND PRACTICES – HARTLEPOOL’S 
APPROACH 

 
13.1 In comparing strategies and practices implemented by other local authorities 

the Forum w as as previously indicated impressed by the w ork being 
undertaken by Sunderland City Council.  Members w ere, how ever, aw are 
that the Author ity had in place spec ifically appointed officers to undertake 
this w ork.  When compared to other Tees Valley Author ities it became 
apparent to the Forum that as in Hartlepool the activities undertaken to 
address the boys ’ achievement issue w ere undertaken by officers as par t of 
their other day to day duties.  The Forum f elt that this w ould continue to be 
the most appropr iate course of action and w elcomed the flex ibility w hich the 
appointment of the new  Boys Achievement Co-ordinator on a fixed term 
bas is w ould prov ide in the future. 

 
13.2 In terms of possible areas for  improvement the Forum w as of the view  that 

the practices and strategies currently being implemented in Hartlepool 
continued to be very effective.  This w as reflected in the level gender gap in 
the tow n.  There w ere, how ever, some areas w here further w ork could be 
explored and these are outlined in Section 14 below . 

 
 

14. CONCLUSIONS 
 
14.1 The Forum conc luded:- 
 

(a)  That Har tlepool continued to do w ell in addressing the boys’ 
underachievement issue in its schools w ith the gender gap being very 
close to national figures.  How ever, the gap in Hartlepool related to boys 
writing rather than reading and as such future strategies should be 
focused upon boys literacy and in particular w riting; 

 
(b)  That the Author ity  should be commended on the appointment of a 

dedicated Rais ing Boys’ Achievement Co-ordinator and that the findings 
of this scrutiny investigation w ould clearly  feed into the development 
future practices. 
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(c) That it w as ev ident that there w as no ‘one fits all’ strategy that w ould 

address the boys’ underachievement issue and w here strategies  w ere 
successful in Har tlepool, it w as as a result of individual schools 
implementing innovative initiatives and prac tices tailored to their  ow n 
cultural environments; 

 
(d)  That w here possible the curr iculum should be tailored, and vocational 

courses utilised, to meet the needs of individual boys; 
 
(e)  That there w as a need to encourage schools in Hartlepool to share best 

practice and w hilst informal arrangement w ere in place consideration 
needed to be given to the creation of a formal netw ork and perhaps 
Hartlepool’s  involvement in a regional netw ork; 

 
(f) That transition arrangements for pupils mov ing betw een pr imary and 

secondary schools appeared on a w hole to be w orking effectively in 
Hartlepool although it w as evident that fur ther improvements could be 
made; 

 
(g)  That in v iew  of the effectiveness of the National Education Breakthrough 

Programme for Rais ing Boys’ Achievements in helping other local 
author ities to raise boys ’ achievement levels, there w as a need to 
explore the extens ion of schools involvement in the programme w ithin 
Hartlepool; 

 
(h)  That it w as evident that a ‘cluster ’ funding approach to reduce the cos ts 

of involvement in the in National Education Breakthrough Programme 
would be benefic ial;  

 
(i)  That to ensure the effectiveness of the ‘rolling out’ of the Blended 

Learning Project it w as crucial for adequate staffing arrangements to be 
in place; 

 
(j)  That w hilst the Pr imary School Enquiry Groups had recently been 

established there may be a benefit for Elected Member involvement in 
them together  w ith the creation of similar groups for Secondary Schools; 

 
(k)  That a large factor in boys reaching their true potential w as the provision 

of good all round support and this w as particular ly applicable to parents; 
and  

 
(l)  That w hilst Departmental Action Plans  w ere in place to address the 

underachievement of boys ’ there w as clear ly a need for  the 
establishment of a separate departmental policy/strategy. 
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15. RECOMM ENDATIONS 
 
15.1 The Children’s Serv ices Scrutiny Forum has taken evidence from a w ide 

range of sources to assist in the formulation of a balanced range of 
recommendations.  The Forum’s key recommendations to Cabinet are as 
outlined below :- 

 
(a)   That the Authority focuses its future s trategies in relation to the rais ing  

of boys’ achievement levels on boys’ literacy and w riting; 
 

(b)   That in addition to the Authority’s  Children’s Services Departmental 
Action Plans, the creation of a policy , that includes a clear timetable 
and future aims and objec tives, in relation to the rais ing of boys’ 
achievement levels in Har tlepool be further  explored; 

 
(c)  That a review  be undertaken to ensure that an appropr iate staffing 

 structure is in place for the effective ‘rolling out’ of the Blended 
 Learning Project across all Hartlepool schools ; 

 
(d)   That a rev iew  be undertaken to ascer tain w hat, if anything can be done 

 to strengthen the authorities transfer and trans ition arrangements, 
 including the possible extension of use of the Transfer and Transition 
 Self Evaluation Toolkit; 

 
(e)   That a formal process be developed for the sharing of information and 

 bes t practice to assist in the raising of boys’ achievement levels across  
all schools in Har tlepool; 

 
(f) That the feasibility of establishing a Regional Netw ork w ith Local 

Author ities to share best prac tice to relation to addressing the boys’ 
underachievement issue be explored; 

 
(g)   That w ays of encouraging greater parental involvement in the 

education of boys ’ w ithin schools across Hartlepool be explored; 
 

(h)   The Authority encourages schools w ith low levels of boys’ achievement 
to become involved in the National Breakthrough Programme;  

 
(i)  That the Authority explores w ith National Breakthrough Programme the 

poss ibility of adopting a ‘cluster ’ funding approach, to ass ist in the 
reduction of costs associated w ith participation in the programme; and 

 
(j)   That Elec ted Member involvement in the Pr imary School Enquiry  

Groups together w ith the creation of Secondary School Enquiry Groups 
be further explored. 
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D.Dobson, M.Mailen, A .Darby and K.Hill (Kingsley Pr imary School)  

 
Alan White (Manor College of Technology) 
 
Bill Jordan (Dyke House Secondary School)   
 
Chr is Simmons, Governor, West V iew  Primary School  

 
 External Representatives:  
 

Janet Potts, Programme Director, the Education Breakthrough Programme 
 
Mike Viner, Senior Regional Direc tor , Nor th East of England National 
Strategies for  School Improvement, DfES 
 
Dave How croft, Boys’ Underachievement Project Manager, Sunder land City 
Council 
 
Chr is Campbell, School Improvement Officer , Sunderland City Council 

  
COUNCILLOR SHAW 

CHAIR OF THEC HILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY FORUM 
 

December 2006 
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Contact Officer:   Joan Wilkins, Scrutiny  Support Officer 
   Chief Executive’s Department – Corporate Strategy 
   Har tlepool Borough Council 
   Tel:- 01429 523339 
   Email:-  joan.w ilkins@hartlepool.gov.uk  
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The follow ing background papers w ere consulted or referred to in the preparation of 
this report:- 
 
(a) Df ES – Research Report No 636 – Raising Boys ’ Achievement (Rais ing Boys’ 

Achievement Project); 
 
(b) Department of Health Report – Using the National Healthy Schools Standard to 

Raise Boys’ Achievements;  
 
(c) CYPP; 
 
(d) Raising Boys ’ Achievement - Df ES – Research Report by the Rais ing Boys’ 

Achievement Project -  No 636; 

(e) Raising A ttainment at Key Stage Tw o – Medw ay Council – Education and 
Lifelong Learning Overview  and Scrutiny  Committee (Feb 2005); and 

(f) Address ing the Educational Needs of Boys (Submitted to Department of 
Education, Science and Training - 2004). 

  
 In addition, the follow ing w ebsites have been used for background information in the 

preparation of this repor t:- 

 
(a) Raising Boys ’ Achievement Project: w ww -rba.edu.cam.ac.uk 
 
(b) The Df ES Standards Site: w ww.standards.defs.gov .uk 
 
(c) The Basic  Skills Agency: w ww .basic-skills.co.uk 
 
(d) Case s tudies : www.teachernet.gov.uk 
 
(e) Ofsted: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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