
   

07.05.09 ORCHARD END/1   
  Hartlepool Bor ough Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 9th May 2007 
 

at 2.00 pm 
 

in Conference Suite 1 
Belle Vue Community, Sports and Youth Centre 

Kendal Road, Hartlepool 
 
 
 
 
MEMBERS:  LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 
 
Councillors Brash, Morris and Richardson 
 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 
 
2. TO RECEIV E ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
 
 
3. ITEMS FOR DECISION 
 
 3.1 Application for the Review  of a Premises Licence – Orchard End, Rossmere 

Way, Hartlepool – Head of Public Protection 

LICENSING ACT SUB-COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 



 
 

LICENSING ACT 2003  
 
 

Procedure for Review Hearings 
 
 

Pr ior  to the commencement of the meeting, a representative of the De mocratic Serv ices  
Section shall establish the identity of those present, w ho they represent and w ho intends, 
or w ishes to speak. 
 
 

1. The Chair’s  opening comments, inc luding introduction of Me mbers  of sub-
committee and officers present. Explanation of the decis ion to be cons idered. 

 
2. Head of Public Protection and Hous ing outlines the application, any relevant 

representations and relevancy to Licens ing Policy  and s tatutory  guidance. 
 

3. Members ask any questions of the Head of Public Protection and Hous ing.  
 

4. Applicant for Review  presents their  case (either personally or via legal 
representation) and introduces w itnesses w here appropriate. 

 
5. Questions by Members  to applicant and/or  applicant’s  w itnesses. 

 
6. Representations  by  responsible bodies and/or interested parties and w itnesses 

introduced w here appropriate. 
 

7. Questions by Members  to responsible bodies/interes ted parties and/or their 
w itnesses. 

 
8. Licence/Club Certificate holder presents their  case (either personally or v ia legal 

representation) and introduces w itnesses w here appropriate. 
 
9. Parties may question and clar ify issues raised w ith the consent of the Chair. 

 
10. If required, applicant/responsible bodies/interested parties to be given opportunity 

to sum up. 
 

11. If required, the Licence /Club Certificate holder  to be given opportunity  to sum up. 
 

12. Members to have the opportunity  to clar ify any points  raised. The Chair shall ask 
w hether all parties  are satisfied they  have said all they  w ish to.  

 
13. Members to go into closed session to deliberate. 

 
14. Chair informs parties of their dec ision, w ith reasons. 
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Report of: Head of Public Protection  
  
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR THE REVIEW OF A PREMISES 

LICENCE – ORCHARD END, ROSSMERE WAY, 
HARTLEPOOL 

 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To consider an application for the review of a Premises Licence in respect of 

Orchard end, Rossmere Way, Hartlepool. 
 
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Party requesting review:     Trading Standards 
 

Premises to which application for review relates:  Orchard End 
Rossmere Way 

        Hartlepool 
 
2.2 The current licence authorises the following activities: - 
 
 Supply of Alcohol (Off Licence)  Monday – Saturday 0800 – 2300 
 Sunday 1000 – 2230 
  Christmas Day 1200 – 1500 
   1900 – 2230 
  Good Friday 0800 – 2230 
 
  
2.3 A copy of the Premises Licence is attached as Appendix I. 
 
 
 
3. SUMMARY OF THE APPLICATION 
 
3.1 Trading Standards has requested a review of the Premises Licence on the 

following grounds: - 
 

‘On 28th July 2006 alcohol was sold at this premises to a person of fifteen 
years of age. 
 
Supplying alcohol to children can have a serious impact on anti-social 
behaviour in an area and be a nuisance to residents. 
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Selling alcohol to children can also place that child at risk, both in terms of 
their health and personal safety.’ 
 

 
3.2 Trading Standards has also provided the following additional information: - 
 

‘On 28th July 2006 the Trading Standards team conducted a covert test 
purchasing exercise using two fifteen year old volunteers. 

 
The exercise involved supervision of the children as they attempted to 
purchase alcohol from off-licensed premises. 
 
The children entered this premise during the evening of the 28h July 2006 and 
purchased alcoholic beverages. 
 
I (Senior Technical Officer Brian Dinning) witnessed the children purchase the 
alcohol. Proof of age was not requested by the assistant, Alison Orley. 
 
On the 12th March 2007 Alison Orley was successfully prosecuted for the 
offence contrary to Section 146(1) of the Licensing Act 2003. 
 
She was fined £250 and ordered to pay £359.80 costs. Alison Orley did not 
attend the court hearing. 
 
The premises licence holder, Rebecca Plant declined an invitation to be 
interviewed under caution but through her solicitor did answer questions by 
way of correspondence. Rebecca Plant advised that all staff are trained orally 
when they start work at the premises though there are no records to confirm 
this is the case. She believes the training to be sufficient and has advised that 
written records will be kept in future. A refusals book and a till prompt system 
are in place.’ 

 
3.3 A copy of the Application for Review is attached as Appendix II. 
 
 
4. ISSUES 
 
4.1 An application for the review of a licence is made under Section 51 of the 

Licensing Act 2003. The application must be made by either a Responsible 
Authority or Interested Party as defined by the Act. Trading Standards is a 
Responsible Authority. 

 
4.2 The application must also relate to at least one of the Act’s ‘licensing 

objectives’. These are: - 
 

• The prevention of crime and disorder; 
• Public safety; 
• The prevention of public nuisance; and 
• The protection of children from harm 
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4.3 The application has been advertised in the prescribed manner and one 
representation has been received. 

 
4.4 The Head of Hartlepool Borough Council’s Safeguarding and Review Unit, the 

competent body responsible for matters relating to the protection of children 
from harm, has made the following representation, which is also attached as 
Appendix III: - 

 
 ‘In respect of the four licensing objectives, under the category of protecting 

children from harm, the implications of supplying alcohol to a minor places the 
child at risk, both in terms of their health and personal safety; alcohol can 
have a serious impact on anti-social behaviour in an area and be a nuisance 
to residents.’  

 
4.5 Following consideration of the application, relevant representations and any 

comments of the licence holder, Members may take such steps as they 
consider necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives. 

 
4.6 The steps are: - 
 

• To take no action; 
• To modify the conditions on the licence (this may include altering or 

omitting an existing condition or adding a new condition); 
• To exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence; 
• To remove the Designated Premises Supervisor; 
• To suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months; 
• To revoke the licence. 

 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 That Members consider the representations made by the applicant, 

responsible authorities and licence holder and determine what action, if any, 
should be taken. 
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Appendix I
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Appendix II
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Appendix III 
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