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Minor amendment to the allocation policy to enable the Council
to better meet its corporate parenting responsibilities by giving a
band 2 to care leavers at 17 and a quarter, but if still unable to be
successfully allocated a property by 17 and a half, will be
awarded a band 1. The Council needs to meet its corporate
parenting responsibilities by ensuring care leavers are able to
access appropriate and suitable accommodation in order to
avoid becoming homeless as they leave care. This minor
amendment will ensure that care leavers have some choice and
control, aligned to expected OFSTED outcomes, whilst
realistically being able to achieve independence upon leaving
care without having to present as homeless.

Non Key

Chief Officer has delegated powers to make a minor amendment
to the allocation policy. This decision should have no negative
cost implications to the Authority.

The alternative is the status quo, which can involve young
people leaving care without accommodation and having to
present as homeless. This in turn also puts additional pressure
on the number of temporary accommodation places that are
available to other homeless applicants. By bringing in this minor
change, it avoids placing pressure on the homeless system and
avoids additional costs to the public purse by not having to use
expensive temporary accommodation. It also helps us to meet
our statutory responsibilities as corporate parents in terms of
ensuring they have the best opportunity to access independent
accommodation upon leaving care.
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